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at § 185 monthly. @ 655:00 


JOHN SEAGO D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 


BANKERS 


C/O BARCLAYS BANK 


BARCLAYS BANK, NAIROBI JOHN SEAGO «BOX 30011, NAIROBI 
BARCLAYS BANK, NORWICH KENYA 
CHARTERED BANK, NEW YORK PHONE KABETE 330 
CROAT LS EE PONS Fi Rae ABCC = = CABLES C/O BARCLADOM. 
E. A. MANAGER: ~ DIRECTOR’S OFFICE - NZP ee oe 
D. ANTHONY PARKINSON ats 3 
Lj Cu ww 1909 
ae ae a eaeey L, 228s: 69; 
RECEIVED 


i eee 


Dr. T. H. Reed, 
The National Zoological Park, 
Washington 9 D.C. 


Dear Ted, 


I enjoyed the Perry's visit very much indeed and 
wished they could have stayed with us longer. Everything 
worked out well and they managed to have two days at Keekorek. 
it was good to hear first hand news of you. 


All four Bongos are now here. We huve had some rain 
and so were delayed a bit by weather over the last journey, 
which meant that the last one did not artive untill last 
Thursday. All are well including the little West African. 
They are a mganificent group and by the time you arrive 
they will hae become quite tame.The first one to arrive here 
is already very much at home, 


I enclose an account for the feeding of the West 
African Bongo for three months. Can you please arrange to 
settle this fairly soon via the Chartered Bank at 10, Weat 
496h Street New York, my account number is 22 0475 2, 


Tony's parents have arrived and are very much 
enjoying the weaterh, the flowers and the warmth. They will 
be here when you come in January. 


Very best wishes from us all, 


Your's sincerely, 


Ke. 


John Seago 


November 26, 1969 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John, Tony, Thelma, Wineki, and 
all the Bongos: 


Greetings and salutations from your non-letter-writing companion. 

it seems that time gets by me, the days roll on consumed in minutiae, 
committee meetings, real and imaginary crises, etc. I honestly 
believe the world is getting more and more complicated, or at least 
the brand of civilization that we practice here in Washington. 


We have been following with a great deal of interest the developments 
in Kenya since the assassination of Tom Mboye. It is funny how one 
looks at the problems from here. My first concern is the saiety of 
you all; the second is my concern for the bongos; and the third is 
wondering what will happen in relation to all the national parks and 
the wildlife in Kenya; lastly I get around to being comcerned with the 
plight of the country and the inhabitants thereof. I suppose if I were 
a better Christiaa I would put my concern for the inhabitants and the 
nation a little ahead on the list. I do hope that things are stable. I 
presume that you are less alarmed about the situation than we are 
here. 


We in Washington have just gone through this big Moratorium Day 
march and you probably have gotten all sorts of newspaper accounts 
as to how exciting it was. Really it was very peaceful. It was 
variously estimated that there were between 250,000 and a million 
people participating in the various demonstrations. There was only 
ene evening of disturbances and that was by the very radical left. 

Not more than 1,000 of them were involved, and the hard core was 
thought to be not more than two or three hundred. So percentage-wise 
it was not all bad (that is if you don't mind that many people whether 
they are demonstrating or not). Frankly, that much humanity turns 
me off. Actually what this demonstration did show was that the 
leadership of the students has shifted from the radical extremist group 
to the more moderate ones. It also fairly conclusively demonstrated 
that the large majority of the young people are opposed to the Viet Nam 
involvement. 


Your giraffe had another baby, a little male which we are going to 
have to find another home for. Also Thelma the rhinoceros is 
expecting in March. Il am trying desperately to find a home that is 
acceptable to S. Dillon Ripley, for whom the first-born rhino calf 
was named. Whoever thought we would see the day when we were 
overcrowded by rhinos! The white tiger cub continues to grow and 
thrive, and Mohini has had her romance with Ramana so we can 
expect, with luck, cubs in March. Elizabeth is writing an article for 
the National Geographic on the white tiger cub that she raised last 
summer. It will appear in April and we are delighted. | 


My plans, of course, are fluctuating with what happens to the Zoo. 

As of this moment we have not got our money for this fiscal year. We 
continue to operate on a continuing resolution by Congress which gives 
us one-twelfth of last year's money perro@month. And of course we 
are living on this year's budget with several cost of living increases 
and the increased cost of animal food. We have hopes that it will be 
settled by December 18th; if not, Congress will adjourn for the 
Christmas holidays and we won't know anything until the middle of 
January. 


I still have high hopes of coming out to Kenya in January. What I 
will have to do is use some of your money that we are holding for you 
to pay my transportation, etc., and then make it up from the animal 
purchase money whenever it arrives. This is merely 4 book-keeping 
thing because I had planned to use animal purchase money to travel 
with anyway. 


I am glad to hear that the bongos came down from the hills satisfactorily. 
It must give you a tremendous sense of satisfaction tc have caught them 
and as usualy, to have done a much better job. I believe I told you that 
Zurich and Frankfort are reportedly looking for bongos. 


lam very anxious to see you all again. It is hard to believe that itis a 
year since I left you. 


I had a short letter from Jane Perry telling me how nice the bongos look 
and expressing great appreciation for your generous hospitality. My 
personal thanks to you. 


Elizabeth and Lucy join me in sending best regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
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November 10, 


T. H. Reed, Director 
National Zoological Paftk 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barcladom 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Three thousand dollar deposit made to 
your New York account on November 5, 
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RECEIVES — 5rd November 1969 
Dr, Theodore. H. Reed — 
Director 
National Zoological Park 
Washington, 
tn a, ¥ am | 
ts 20009, U.S.A 


Dear Ted: 


Thank you for your letter of October 27th. We had 
rather thought that either you were away or that you would be 
having other problems. 


I don't know whether I made myself quite clear in my 
letter of the 27th October, but we do have three Bongo up 
on the mountain at the present time in separate traps, and 
of course one here in Nairobi which is still doing very well, 
Together with your West African Bongo we have now five Bongo 
in all, 


The latest on the Bongo on the mountain is that they are 
all doing very well and the female up at Kanitia (where 
Nelson's camera was) is dmost ready to be transported down. 
We have already cut a ten ft track right up to the trap and 
designed a special crate for transporting her out. It is 
going to be a tremendous haul but then a bongo is a bongo and 
if one is determined enough virtually anything is possible, 


tf intend trying to get the Bongo out before the end of 
this month and as it is now beginning the short rains and in 
view of the fact that you are so busy, I would suggest that 
you try to come out in the New Year, as by then we should be 
having good weather and with luck we might even have caught 
more Bongo, 


John will b 


at Keekorok Lodg 


writing to you separately about the booking 
L! oO 
to hear that is 


for John Perry, but anyway you might like 
in hand. 


@ 
e 
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Very best wishes 


yours, 


ts Kiy # 
iA e ih 3A Parkinson _ 


JOHN SEAGO pb oe D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 
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October 27, 1969 


Mr. A. D. Parkinson x : : 
Mr. John Seago iy 
c/o Barclay's Bank UZ 

Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John, Tony, Thelma, Winniki, all of those in camp, and all 
of the bongo in East Africa: 


This is a reply to Tony's jetter of October 21 and John's letter 
of October 22. oie Uae vee on suspecting that I had been out 
oftown when you most welcomed cable had not been answered. We 
are, of course, overjoyed from your very descriptive letters. 


About the last half of September must have been exciting with two 
bongos being caught in two separate traps three days apart. I 
did not realize that you had built a trap where Nelson had put 
the camera. My goodness, what a haul that must be up and the 
question is how will you get them down? 


I am glad to hear that the leg of the female is getting better. 
I am sure that of this moment you are training her to come down, 


What is the situation on the first male? 


I would like very much to come out and come down with the bongo. 
The question, of course, is time. It is now just about the last 
Of October. John Perry, the Assistant Director, leaves for India 
to attend the IUCN meeting on the 15th of November and will be 
gone for about five weeks. That means that I should not leave 
until about the middle of December, although I suspect I could 
get away the early part of December but this leaves you with 
bongos and if the animals are ready to come down, for goodness 
sake, do not wait on me for the bongos are more important than 
any part of the story. If the National Geographic wants pictures 
they can send a photographer. | 


Another thing that complicates my life very much is the possibility 


that Don Bridgwater who is our curator, will be accepting the 


position of director of the Oklahoma City Zoo. (Maybe you can sell 


him a bomgo). This will stir up my staff a great deal. 


oS 


Still another problem is the fact that we have not received our 

money for this year yet. We have been operating on a contigency 
fund since last July and I still have congressional hearings to 

go through on our appropriations. 


All of this puts me in a real bind since it will probably be 
December before I can get there. This would be in the middle 

of your Christmas holidays to say nothing of the fact that I 
have my son and daughter who will be coming home from college 
for the holidays and Elizabeth would be most unhappy at my being 
away at that time. Unfortunately, I do not just want to come 
ever and get my picture taken walking up the mountain and back 
Gown again. I want to get up there and get those naked mole 
rats, go to the coast and do some fishing with you, and in 
general enjoy life a little bit. 


PLEASE LET ME KNOW YOUR ESTIMATED TIME TO BRING THE BONGO DOWN. 
IT MAY BE THAT I WILL HAVE TO SEND JOHN EISENBERG OVER. 


In anticipation that I may be able to get over, I have been jogging 
a mile every day trying to lose some weight but it does not seem 
to help. 


I am sure we can get a picture of a bongo in the wild even if we 
have to walk through a park next door. 


f am instructing the fiscal office of the Smithsonian to forward 
to your bank in New York $3,000. We will notify you as soon as 
this has been done. 


John Perry, the assistant director of the NZP,will be leaving on 
November 15 to attend the IUCN conference in New Delhi, India. 

We would be most appreciative if you could help him make his few 
days in Kenya productive. He and his wife, Jane, will arrive in 
Nairobi November 18 at 7:00 p.m. If you could arrange for them 
to spend the night at your place on their arrival, and on the 18th 
help him rent a landover and go to Kee Korok Lodge, this would 

be most appreciated. Please make reservations for them for two 
nights. They will spend Thursday at Mara Masai Reserve and come 
back on Priday; spend Friday night at your compound and get out 
to see Nairobi National Park Reserve and on Saturday, November 22, 
leave for Bombay at 8:00 p.m. 


Le me hear from you as soon as possible. Love to all. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
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OG1 2 1909 P.O. Box. 40011 


RECEIVED Nairobi, Kenya 
ee clst October 1969 
Dr, T.H. Reed 


yf 
Director Lp 
National Zoological Park Ay 
Washington D.C, 


Dear Ted: 


Following our cable to you of the 15th October which 
read 
"Latest addition two male Bongo one female Stop 
Letter follows Regards" 


here are the details of the new Bongo which have been tae 
caught. Lo : 


On the 19th September a young full grown male Bongo, 
quite a bit larger than the one we already had, was caught 
in a trap in the vicinity of Kigai. It was a new type trap 
we had designed and has only been operational two months. — 
The animal is very highly strung and in jumping around severely 
bruised his mouth, but this responded to treatment and when 
iI came down from camp a couple of days ago he had put on 
nearly all his condition and his mouth was just about com- 
pletely healed. But he is still very highly strung and has to 
be approached with a great deal of caution. 


On the 22nd September we caught a female bongo way up 

at Kanitia - if you remember nearly the same place where we 

put Nelson's camera - I am sure you will not have forgotten 

that hill we climbed: She settled very quickly and became 

tame but had a swollen hock on her back leg. I treated it as for 

an infection, carried out a full course, but the leg did not : 

respond to drugs and I have since come to the conclusion that 

somehow or other she must have strained it, because it has 

been slowly getting better and she walks on it quite normally. 

This cold only be seen from the inside of the leg but again 

she was doing well when I came down from camp and we have 
already cut a ten ft. track in right to her boma anda I plan 

on taking the box up to start training her to camp tomorrow. 

She is also a young adult animal. 


: On October 7th we caught yet another full erown male 
Bongo - this chap is probably the most spectacular of all of 
them, He is completely adult, with certainly a 36" Spread 
of horns, has a completely white nose, and looks to me as if 


eel ae 


Dr. J.H, Redd, National Goological Park gist October 1969 


he would certainly weigh 500 lbs, but this of course is just 

a guess. He has proved to be the exception so far, in that he 
never even marked himself in any way and then a week after capture 
was completely eating lucerne and appears not to have lost any 
condition so far. He is now feeding from our hands quite happily 
but I somehow cannot believe that all is going ahead so well! 

The only problem is that he is also high up on the mountain and 
it 1s going to be a fantastic haul getting him out. But a bongo 
in the hand is better than two in the bush, and we will face 

that one when we come to it. 


I took compass bearings from marked references on the map 
and have plotted our positions and you will be much relieved to 
hear that our nearest camp is about half a mile to three quarters 
of a mile outside the Park (I certainly was relieved. ). 

One advantage of my flying is that I can now do navigation! 


. i have taken lots of photographs and have now again got 
some really good ones of the mountain etc., but have no photos 
as yet of the new bongo in the traps. Because of the necessity 
of keeping them quiet on the mountain the traps don't lend 
_ themselves to photography, being all grassed in and dark, but 
I do plan on getting some as soon as the animals are quiet 
enough, But 1 do think you will like the new photographs that 
I have taken of the countryside and camps in general and the 
men collecting fodder for the animals. I also plan to make a 
whole series of photographs in close up of the various plants 
which they eat, 


Also now that I have plotted the positions on the méep and 
now that the story for the National Geographic will be beginning 
to come together, I will soon paint the area in which we are 
working showing roughly the bongo movements. This last year 
we have learned a tremendous amount about the animals and I think 
at last 1 have discovered how to catch them. Looking back 
through records I don't think any other organisation or person 
has ever managed to catch four in one year, and I am convinced 


that I would be able to double this number given another year 
at it. 


I have taken a sample from a mineral lick which one of the 
bongo we caught was feeding on and it is being analysed. 


i am going back to camp tomorrow and I am just keeping my 
fingers epossed that all will be well when I get there. The 
three bongo are in a triangle on the mountain and it takes me 
a complete day to walk round all the traps. You will really 
enjoy it when you come out, but I would sug e 


est a little light 


eo ® 
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Dr. T.H. Reed -—- National Zoological Park gist October 1969 


training in the States first! 


I see there is a letter in the post this morning from 
Nelson which says that the photographs came out well, but 
that they cannot complete the story until they have a photo 
of a bongo, but now that we have four bongo this point surely 
doesn't arise as we can get as many photographs as we want. 
Unless he was meaning a photograph of a bongo in the wild, 
in which case I am sure I could get one without too much 
difficulty. 

We look forward to hearing from you as we were 
worried since we had no reply from you to our cable 
wondered if it went astray. 


With very best wishes from us all 
§ 


Sincerely yours, 


Parkinson 
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For The Following Birds Delivered 
To Washington. 


Six Kikuyu White Eyes, the lot $104.21 
142.00 


Four Black Terns, the lot 
246.21 
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Memorandum 


= For The Record ee Sept, 29, 1969 
FROM Lynn Whitman 
SUBJECT: Colobus Monkey 


A Colobus Monkey arrived unexpectedly yesterday, Sept. 28, from 
John Seago in Kenya. 


Miss Block and Tom Schneider at the hospital have asked me to 
hold off on sending the telegram advising receipt and condition. 


First impression is that the animal is in poor condition. Tom 
Schneider adds that it appears depressed, perhaps because it 

was separated from its mother prematurely. He will look it over 
closely today, determine its sex and approximate age and wait 
and see on its condition. 


October 1, 1969. The Colobus Monkey has been determined to be 
in good condition. 


Text of telegram sent 10-1-69; "Colobus monkey arrived on 
9-28-69 and is now doing fine. Many thanks," 
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September 10, 1969 


Mr. D. A. Parkinson 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear Tony: 


I have received your slides and your letter ef September 1. The pictures 
are absolutely magnificent; what a wonderful experience you all must 
have had. Seeing these pictures of Winnike and the other fellows in camp 
really delighted me, but they made me heartsick that I could not have 
been there with you all. . 


Your comments on the color and stripe pattern of the West African bongo 
are very interesting. I had not thought there was that much difference 
between the two bongos that Dr. Goss has. 


I was glad to hear that the male bongo is getting more and more friendly. 
It is certainly remarkable how these animals do gentle down. I heard 
from Brian Hunt and he said that his male bongo was in quarantine at 
the present time at Clifton, New Jersey, with the two from Alan Root 
which are going to George Speidel. 


Il am glad that the male bongo is eating heartily. Iam sure that John 
Seago will not deny the only bongo legally caught in Kenya his fair share 
of carrots or cabbage. 


1am not surprised to learn that it was raining when you first saw the 
bongo, but the pictures are magnificent anyway. What a thrill that must 
have been to see it in the trap! 


I hope that things are going along well for you on your roan antelope 
venture and that maybe by this time there will be more bonges in the 
trap. Please keep me informed. Kindest regards to everyone. 


Sincerely yours, 


Thecdore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


ec: John Seago 
THReed:lqm 


September 3, 1969 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John: 


I have your letter of August 28, which arrived September 2 -- fantastic 
time. lalso have not replied to your letter of August 21, although I 
believe I have talked to you on the phone at least twice. It was good to 
hear your voice, particularly on our first conversation. 


I hope you have received the cable by now, saying that the 8 viclet- 
backed starlings arrived in good shape, as did one crested porcupine. 
Your bill is being processed and we will send the check to your account 
in New York. I don't know what happened to the previous check; it 
was apparently sent to youin Nairobi. This was certainly an oversight 
and I apologize for it. 


Send the colobus monkey whenever you are ready with the other animals. 
Incidentally, I was in Pittsburgh last weekend, taking Mary Alyce up to 
Carnegie Mellon University, and I had a chance to visit the newly 
expanded aviaries there (not a part of the Pittsburgh Zoo although run 
by the city of Pittsburgh as is the Zoo) and they hadtwo male golden- 
breasted starlings. These were the first I had ever seen alive; they 
certainly are beautiful, even better than the pictures I had seen of thern. 
As long as somebody had to turn starlings loose in the United States, 
why couldn't they have turned that one loose? 


The little porcupine is just fine. 


Now te the bongo. Iam delighted to hear that the little girl arrived after 
her long and complicated trip, and we are eternally grateful to you for 
taking care of her. You must present us with a bill for her care and 
maintenance, which I guess will have to be until next spring's quarantine. 
Aslvrecall, the government of Kenya does not permit shipping out during 
cold weather, which is very wise. By that time we hope to have more 
bongos, dikdik, duiker, etc. 


lam glad the American Embassy finally got moving and that you did have 
the proper health certificate even if it only arrived a few hours before 
the bongo. 


The slash on the little girl's ear does not seem to be too bad, and I 

don't think that we will have any hindrance to her breeding. Incidentally, 
she has not been checked for parasites. May I suggest that you have 
that done cover at the Veterinary School? Dr. Gray said that she was 
very fond of bananas, and a local vine which he did not know the name of. 
I suspect that you have her on your type of food. Clint also said that she 
was very gentle, was used to a lead by a collar, and that she was 
strongly imprinted on her special attendant, although Clint said that by 
the time he left her in Zurich she was quite friendly with many different 
people. Clint also said that Heini Hediger wanted to keep her in 
Switzerland, and I really don't blame him. 


Clint spent three or four days at the palm nut plantation where the bongo 
was caught. Apparently the method of capture was to bay out the mother 
and infant. While the mother is busy with the dogs, the calf tends to 

stray off and then it can be caught. Presumably the mother was then 
turned loose, but I would assume that she got turned loose into the local 
cook pot. The owner of the plantation, a Mr. Gude, is quite a hunter and | 
has shot several bongos; he is interested in them, and is paying the best 
"poacher" in the neighborhood to trail and observe bongos so that he could 
get some idea of their habits. From what Clint gathered, they behave 
very much like the ones in Kenya, althcdlgh the forest is different. It is 
not bamboo and eugenia. The animals are right down on the bay; the 
location of the palm nut plantation is about 15 miles from salt water at 

an elevation of 200 meters. Clint heard no mention of the animals 

eating rotten logs, nor was there any mention of the mothers hiding out 
their babies, as is saidin Kenya. Clint is having the various food samples 
identified. It is interesting to note that the bongo in the Ivory Coast 

is a very dainty, picky browser, as he is in Kenya. | 


As 1 mentioned above, Clint said that she was heavily imprinted on 
humans, so it might be well if you could work her in later with the male, 
or with some other animal. I have often thought that this might be the 
trouble with Len Goss's female; she is oriented on Mrs. Root and has 

not had a vigorous interest in other bongos. Maybe this is the reason 

she does not breed, or maybe it is all the male's fault. One thing is sure, 
the male that you have was caught when he was old enough so that he 
should be a vigorous breeder. | 


Concerning names for the bongos, the female from the Ivory Coast is 

Ehania, the name of the forest where she was caught. I leave the 

selection of the name of the male up to you, although I would suggest 

some name reminiscent of the area, such as Kianuturi or Mathoya or even 
the name of that silly mountain we climbed, which I believe was Gilki. 

Or perhaps you would want to name it after one of the boys. One other 

good suggestion is that we name the animal after you. We have Tony, Thelma 
and Michael-John, and we have Willie and Lucy, but we don't have John. 
Maybe a later animal could be named after Tony's daughter. Isn't this a 

heck of a note naming animals that have not been caught yet? 


Kindest regards. 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M, 
Director | 


as 
BANKERS & C/O BARCLAYS BANK 


BARCLAYS BANK, NAIROBI JOHN SEAGO BOX 30011, NAIROBI 
BARCLAYS BANK. NORWICH KENYA 

CHARTERED BANK. NEW YORK PHONE KABETE 330 
CABLES SEAGO C/O BARCLADOM, 


ge 
| DIRECTOR'S OFFICE -~ NZP NAIROBI 
M6... STOO. YY lst September 1969 
Dr, IH, Reed i a | 
Director | ™® RECrIVED 
National Zoological Parkes.=—— 


~ 


Washington 9 D.C, 


It seems that I can combine writing a letter with sending 
the photographs, so that you can hear how your little West 
African bongo is. She is now beginning to adapt to our type 
of foods and is looking extremely fit at the present time and 
is very friendly. No doubt Dr. Gray will have told you about 
the torn ear - it is a great pity but I gather it must have 
been done naturally in the wild, 


She is a completely different colour from our own bongo 
and I notice her stripe pattern is also totally different. 


The big male bongo which we caught is now absolutely mag- 
nificent and getting more and more friendly. We can now brush 
him. He has put on all the condition that he originally lost 
and after the period of moulting here in Nairobi the hair has 
nearly all returned, The only thing is that he is eating us 
out of house and home and I don't think I have ever seen an 
animal eat so much. John keeps suggesting to me tactfully that 
we might cut down the carrots and cabbage slightly!! 


Enclosed are the photographs with explanatory notes on each 
one. in the case of the Kodacolor the negatives I have already 
had prints taken off them and they have come out perfectly 
all right, and in the case of the Kodachrome of the bongo when 
it was first seen in the trap they are not good because it was 
raining when we first saw him, which you will be surprised to 
hear; 


With kindest regards from us all, 


Sincerely yours, 


JOHN SEAGO D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 
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The National Zoological Park, 
Washington D.C. 


Airfreight via Alitalia and 


North American Airlines. Dep Nairobi 
midnight 27th Aug. 
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Ten “iolet Backed Starlings @ #15 
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Please remit payment to The Yhartered Bank, 10 West Street, 
New York N.Y, 10020, :-for acct. of John Seago No, 22 0475 2. 
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Dr. T. H. Reed, 

Director, 

The National Zoological Park, 
Washington 9 D.C, 


Dear Ted, 


Am very glad to be able to tell you that your young 
female Bongo from The Ivery Coast has settled down very well. 
It appears to be in good hea lth and has suffered only very 
minor scratches during the journey. We have housed it on the 
opposite side of our compund so it is isolated from the other 
animals but have not arranged a strict quarantine set up as 
in view of the vetinary certificates it seemed unecessary. 


: The American Embassy got moving quickly in the end 
and did act as I suggested and obtained a cable version of 
a Government Health Certificate worded as required by our 
Vetinary Dept. here. This cable version was received a few 
hours prior to the arrival of the Bongo so there was no delay 
at the Airport, the cable being regarded as authoritative. 


We will keep in touch and if there are any signs 
of trouble will let you know at once and will also take 
immediate action with one of our Vetinarian friends. 


All the details of coloyation etc. you will have 
from Clinton Gray, also that one ear has suffered a cut 
at some earlier period in its life. We will get some photos 
taken and let you have them, 


We could not send the Volabus Monkey in the end 
having made complicated arrangements so that although it 
left here on a different airline and passed throughiLondon it 
met up with the birds at New York and would have gone on to 
Washington with them so that you only had to meet one flight. 
Rome it seems will not allow monkeys through the airport and 
London was havéng one of its usual disputes. I hope the 
Porcupine has'nt turned out to be too costly, the freight 
on it with other charges amounted to $98. We cut the box down \A 
as much as we thought advisable. I do hope they all arrived 
in good order, 


Your's very sincerely, yi 
(2 % 


N John Seago 
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| RECEIVED 
Dr. T. BH. Reed, Cae Same ; 
The Nabional Zoological Park, 
Washington, 


Dear Ted, 


As yet no reply from Dr. Gray via 
the USA Embassy in Abijan but perhpas we shall 
hear something on Monday. 


The Yolabus Monkey cannot go via Rome 
so is being shipped out of here via BOAC to New York. 
But we hope we have arranged that it will meet up with 
North “merican Airlines and come on to Washington by 
the same flight as the birds etc. so that you dont hafe:: 
to meet two different incoming flights. They should all 
arrive on the NA 423 flight of the 27th. I do hope 
it all works out as planned, No doubt the airline will 
be in touch wth you about arranging clearance at 
New York. 


Best wishes from us all here, 


Your's sincerely, 


D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 
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AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES JT’ WILL’ BE: SURCHARGED 
OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 


Issued by the Postmaster General, East Africa 
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RECEIVED | 
Dr. T. H. Reed, 
Director, 
National Zoological 
Washington 9 D.C. 


Dear Ted, 


We have received your letter telling us of 
the export problems at the Abijan end, yes we seem to 
have heard of that one before. W. have cabled Dr. Gray 
asking when he thinks he will want to move and are 
awaiting his reply. 


We plan to send you 8 Violet Backed Starlings, 
1 Grested Porcupine, 1 male Colabus Monket on the 26th 
from here, When we have the flight confirmed from here 
I'll write again. 


Your's sincerely, 
Jon 


John Seago 
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National Zoological Park; 


Washington 9 D.C, 


Dear Ted, 


Very many thanks for your letter of the 30th July 
and for putting our case to the Educational TV people, very 
kind of you to have acted so promptly. 


I feel a certain urgency over film possivilities 
here because the country is changing so fast that soon it will 
be impossible to find the old pattern of African Native life 
anywhere, I cannot do any more work in this direction untill 
we have been able to realise some of the capital invested in 
our first film, There are many other aspects which I would so 
lixe to cover before they have disappeared. Because of our long 
and very friendly association with people here we can do more 
in this particular than a visiting film or TV company. I've 
primed Derek Monk so that should Dr. Hunter approach him he 
will be aware of your introduction. 


So far there is no more on the Bongo front. 
There has been some heavy rain recently which may have 
caused the animals to move off. One Dik-dik caught. so far 
doing well, One diaster, Karanja managed to let loose the 
Doherty’ s Bush Shrike. | | 


Your Letter: of duly the 7th got mislaid and we 
very worroed because we did'nt want to have to ask you to 
sena us a copy. It had got caught up in another file and has 
been found, We had both read it but had not studied it, which 
we will now do and answer ali the queries. In the meantime I 
enclose a list of the prices we worked out for George Speidel 
and which surely will do for any birds which we hope to get 


for you, anyway give it your directorial consideration, 


We are both. very 


sorry to read in: your letter 


of the 50th that you are not planning to come out here now 


soon, It is a big d 


| Tony and I can quite understand 
those three Wildebecstes for Mrs, 
Same experience from staff who should have kn 


disappointment to us all, 


how you felt about 
Tankersley. We have had the 
own better. It 


is a personal shake up all the same because one always wonders 
where things began to go wrong and how much is one to bdlame 


oneself. 


JOHN SEAGO - 


D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 


We were very interested to read about the rhino Lucy, 
because as you «now we have a large female rhino with a slit 
horn. We have debated with John King as to whether to immobilise 
her and take off the horn. However John took so long to get on 
with the job that the horn began to look as if the slit was going 
to be pushed round to the back of the front horn and that a new 
piece was growing from the front. Both sections are still quite 
firm and dont appear to be diseased at the base, 


I am so glad the arrangements for the freignting of those 
birds went so.well. We will use the same route again next time. 
There are some lovely Violet Backed Starlings nearly ready for 
despatch, Tony hopes to get on with birds now as the Bongo 
camp is completed as far as traps etc. are concerned, 


Yes it will be very vexing indeed if Skunk does finish 
up with some doubtful zebras. Barry's information is that the 
ones for Skunk were bought from Hartley's Tanzania Game Farm, 
that they had very little time in captivity before shipping, 
and that six had died somewhere on the journey. Sy buying from 
Tanzania Hunt would avoid all difficutlies over permits with 
The Capture Committee. Barry also made the point thet Hunt 
screwed the price down so low thet really Hartley could only 
afford to catch and put on rail as quickly as possible, and 
that Hartley had to accept the terms because he has not had 
as much business as he needs to keep his large unit working 
profitably. We have had that problem also. If you can get in 
touch with Barry when he arrives he can confirm this. I am told 
that young Ken Randall took over the shipment which included 
the zebras supposed to be going to Skunk, Barry told us he was 
to take George’s Bongos but we dont know whether he has sailed, 


Very nice idea of your's to buy a “ound for the men as 
they call it in The Inn at home. 1 will arrange this for you 
and let you know about the cost later. We will also pass on 
your greetings to all the men. Macharia still has trouble with 
his feet, in fact we brought him down to The Aga Khan hospital 
for some treatment. He was better when he went off back to camp. 


We are very suprised to hear you only received six White 
Hyes as we sent eight. Can only think there was a bird fancier 
somewhere along the route. We'll nail up the cages next time. 


The “oan ntelope operation ha: had some faise stuorts, 
but is now placed in our hands sani .we are to begin operations 
in about two weeks. We plan a month's recci first after which 
it will be de¢édied whether to continue further. We had hoved 
you would hae been here for part of that at least, perhaps you 
will. The one and only helicopter has crashed so we now will 
work without it. We had to submit a new plan to the “ouncil of 
The East African Wild Life Society which they accepted in a 
- nice and complimentary manner. We are very keen on this “ob 
and much want to make a success of it, 


It is nice to know that you get psyched up sometimes, 
I do often but put it down to my age. I have a bit of fluttering 
now as an exotice young American Air Hostess from Washington 
has just been walking round the garden, the silly male who 
brought her would'nt go away.They had Tea ofcourse, the special 
blend. Now they left »=nd she flies back at some unearthnelynour, 


I dont think John King's eland scheme has gone much 
further and I have'nt made any headway either. 


We are corresponding with that TV team with which Marlin 
Perkins is associated. If you recall we went to the Norfolk to 
meet them, As yet nothing is settled but they tal« of coming 
here in October for about ten days. I dont see how they could 
do all they want to do in that short time but we shall see. 


Well Ted I think that is about all the news for the 
time being. We'll do the prices and will let you t:ave them 


soon, 
Ven (ur ay wee oe é 
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Prices for various birds as quoted to 
Director of the Milwaukee County Zoological Park, Prices 
are for birds delivered to Nairobi Airport. 


Bit epee Starlings 


Golden Breasted " " 
Superb Sterlings 


Glossy Stariings 


Kikuyu White Eyes 


White Starred Bush Robins 
Robin. Chats. 


Various Sun Birds 
Yellow Bishops 


Giant Whydahs 


Red- naped Whydahs 
Hartlaub' s Touracos 


Doherty’ s Bush Shrike 


«-Waricus Finches 
 Oxpeckers 


Marabou Storks 


Kori Busta Pas 
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D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 


August 5, 1969 


Mr. A. D, Parkinson 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear Tony: 


- ete Your letter of July 30th arrived here on August 4th. I well realize that you 
have all been very much occupied and I am quite sure that the majority of 
as at was on the business of the National Zoclogical Park. 


We are delighted to hear the details of getting the bongo down from the 
trap. It is remarkable that you were able to get the animal down to the 
Land Rover in such a short time and that you had the animal back in 
Nairobi by 4 o'clock in the afternoon. I sympathize with you on the six 
little streams that you had to cross. I realized that there were quite a 
few but again, like you, I don't think I had ever counted them. Itis very 
interesting about the bongo changing his hair coat, the same as the one you 
had for Alan Root. I am glad to hear that he is on his new diet and 

doing well. 


Concerning the photographs cf the trip down, I would greatly appreciate it 
if you would send them over here and let the picture editors decide which 
ones they want. It will take you a while to get them back but you will 
receive them. If any of the pictures are used in the story you will receive 
whatever the going rate for the pictures is. | 


These silly bongo not going into the trap! Iam sure they will be 
momentarily. The pit traps sound fantastic what with bushbuck and 
leopards going into them. I can also imagine the consternation that the 
elephant caused. This must be quite a sight to have a baby elephant in 
the trap and the mother elephant on the outside. I am glad that none of 
you were there. 


Iam sure that you will immediately catch some bongo because Iam 
getting fouled up in the mess here. You ask when I am coming out again; 
right now it locks pretty dismal for me getting away any time soon. 

First, the construction program is at a dead standstill with a half year's 
work washed out. I am going to have to hire an architect and re-program 
the construction here at the Zoo. We will probably have to dismiss the 
architects that we now have under contract to us and start all over again. 
This means that for the next several month I will be extremely busy on 
this phase of the work. The second mess that we seem to be in is the 


baal eal 
personnel situation. The Government has not been hiring people, in fact 
they are trying to cut down on the number of people who are in Federal 
employment. We are authorized 244 employees and we have now 205. 
We are allowed only to hire back a few people as they retire or quit or 
whatever happens to them. This is reducing the Federal payroll by 
attrition. You understand I thorough believe in economies in govern- 
ment but economies everywhere except the Zoo. However, we seem to 
have to carry our share along with the other agencies, -- in fact I think 
we are carrying more than our share. These seem to be the facts of life 
and try as we may we have not been able to get this squared away or 
changed. This means that I should be sticking pretty close to home for 
awhile. The third thing that seems to be bothering us: you will recall 
that I wrote about the death of the three wildebeest that we tried to ship. 
We are being investigated by the Humane Society. I have been through 
these before, years ago on the live feeding of snakes, so I know what 
this can do te us. So I will have to be staying by the home fires to 
keep this little mess under control. On top of that I am having a little 
trouble with some of my key personnel, getting them adjusted into the 
organization. The more people I get, the bigger and better the organi- 
zation seems to get, the more work that I end up doing. I have teld you 
this in confidence, but that's the way it seems to go. 


Another little problem that we seem to have had creep up that we didn't 
have last year is that the District of Columbiais rather insistent that our 
budget be shouldered and paid for entirely by the Smithsonian Institution. 
For years we have been in this peculiar bind of having the District of 


Columbia support the Zoo and the Smithsonian Institution administer the 
Zoo. The city wants the monkey off its back in more ways than one, and 
so they are starting noises along this line. This ought to keep me busy for 
a short while. 


The bongo over at Abidjan on the Ivory Coast, which is a six-m<caths-old 
female and which I had planned to go over and take a look at and then 
trans-ship it to Germany for quarantine -- I will net be able to do this so 
lam sending Dr. Clinten Gray, our Veterinarian. He will probably spend 
about 10 days in the area and then come on back. Really, this West 
African female should go te Cleveland to pair up with Biff, who is a West 
African male, but he doesn't seem to be very sexually active himself se 
Iam not sure that he would do anything with her if he had her. This 

will give us both the East African and the West African form and should 
make the technical papers on the bongo coming out of the Zoo a little more 
complete. I had hoped to be able to do some range comparisons and look 
over the area in which this animal was captured and find out, if 1 can, what they 
are eating in that area. But due to numerous things I'll have to send Dr. 
Gray. I have one question for you: if we cannot get this animal 
quarantined in Germany and if there is a flight from the Ivory Coast to 
Nairobi, could the animal be imported from the Yuory Coast to Nairobi 
and taken through the quarantine period with your animals? It may be 

that the government of Kenya does not want any animals imported from the 
Ivory Coast, since I understand they have contagious pleuropneumonia in 
their cattle. I doubt if there is an airline from the Ivory Coast to Kenya 
that would take a 7-months-old bongo. The big hang-up with the Ivory 
Coast animal is getting it quarantined. Germany, apparently, is getting 
more stringent on their quarantine regulations. So it is just a thought 


~~ 2 
, that 4¢ we cannot get @... Germany soon, what wour the program on 
‘vFinging it across to Kenya and have you carry it through with the rest of 
the animals. 


The little white-eyes and the terns continue to do well. I really get a kick 
out of the white-eyes; they are great little animals. We'll be happy to 
receive the other birds as soon as you are ready to ship them. 


I hope that you, Thelma, and the kids realize what a wonderful life you are 
leading out there. I know that it has its difficulties, frustrations, 
anxieties, and all the rest of the things, but I think itis a good deal more 
simple than the life here in Washington. We seem to be getting more and 
more complicated and more and more involved, and frankly I am not sure 
that we are doing as much or doing it as well as we did in years gone by. 
The curse of civilization, I euess. 1 know that the moon shot and the 
landing of men on the moon was a great technical achievement andi am sure 
that we are proud to have been alive when that happened; however, there 
are a number of things that could be done here on earth. Perhaps it's 
easier to make machines that can do things than it is to persuade men to 
cooperate and help do things tegether. Now that 1 am getting philosophical, 
I'd better quit. 


Kindest regards to each and every one of you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theedore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
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S0th July 1960 
Dr. Theodore H. Reed | RECEIVED 

Director 

National Zoological Park 


Washington D.C. 


Dear Ted: 


Very sorry that we have not written before but we have 
been rather pre-occupied in one way and another. 


I don't know whether John did ever give you the details 
when we brought the Bongo out from the trap. We first of all 
cleared a track of some ten feet wide right through to the 
camp and on the day that we carried him down employed just 
over twenty men so that they could carry in shifts. Despite 
the weight everything went extremely well and we had him on to 
the Land Rover at Kigai within three and a half hours of 
leaving camp and back here in Nairobi by four o'clock that 
afternoon. I had never realised until we had to count that 
from that lower camp to the car there are six little streams 
to cross!! 


We did notice when we got the bongo down here that he had 
rubbed himself just above the tail and one or two small rubs 
on his legs, but these we watched and they all dried up with 
no trouble at all and are completely healed, and the hair is 
beginning to grow back. He has put on a lot of condition 
since arriving in Nairobi, is now on lucerne hay, cabbage, 
carrots and Lactogen milk. 


What we have noticed is that he is going through exactly 
the same stage as the bongo that we held for Alan Root and that 
is about two weeks after being here in Nairobi he started to 
moult quite considerably and looks a little scruffy. But 
already there are signs of the hair beginning to grow so l 
reckon in about five weeks time he should be in good order, 


I have quite a lot of photographs, in both Ektachrome and 
Kodacolor. Despite the day we carried him out being cloudy and 
rainy they have come out surprisingly well. As there are a lot 
of them what would you like to do? - hold them until you 
come here and you can select what you think would be required, 
or if you wish I could send them all over. 


pa ue 
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Dr, Theodore H, Reed (contd) 30th July 1969 


You will be interested to hear that since we brought the 
Bongo out another one looked right into the trap but for some 
reason or the other did not go in. The pit traps have caught 
Bushbuck and a leopard - it has been impossible to photograph 
this because it was pouring with rain - and one of the other 
traps actually caught a baby elephant. Judging from the amount 
of mess he made inside he spent the night in there, until 
mother came along and pulled the end off the trap. We have 
had several other lots of buffalo in recently and it can only 
be now a matter of time (we hope a short time!!) before we get 
another bongo. 


We would be interested to hear when you thought of coming 
out again. By then I should have my private pilot's licence 
and we could get an aerial photograph of the bongo area - 
that is if you have the courage to come up with me. I shall 
be due to take my flying test in the next two or three weeks. 

The Violet Backed Starlings you asked for will be ready 
to send fairly soon and some of the other birds which you 
ordered, 

Hope this finds you well. 

Best wishes to everybody, 


Sincerely yours 


DA. Parkinson 


P.S. In the faeces samples of the Bongo no 
parasites. I have some ticks in bottles 
in formalin which I took off him just 
after capture. 


JOHN SEAGO D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 


July 30, 1969 


Mr. John Seago 

Mr. D, A. Parkinson 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairebi, Kenya 


Dear John and Tony: 


I have three letters of yours to reply to -- how wonderful! Your letter of 
July 18 arrived on the 22nd; the hand-written letter of the 18th arrived on 
the 25th, and your letter of a 23 arrived July 28. Wonderful to have 

SO much news of you. 


First of all let me say how delightful the little Kikuyu white-eyes are. Ever 
since they arrived I have gone by and seen them every morning on my way 

to the office. Such pretty, saucy little characters they are with their bright 
eye circles and their yellow masks. They remind me of many happy hours 
spent in your bailiwick. Believe me, some of the keepers are looking at me 
kind of curiously and wondering why I am so psyched up over such little 
birds. lam, of course, overjoyed that the Paradise cranes have raised 

two babies, and that the crowned cranes that you sent us a couple of years ago 
had their second clutch this year and successfully raised two. I am very 
excited that the Sarus cranes are sitting on eggs. I am thrilled over the 
Argus pheasant and the red-fronted geese laying eggs, but none of these birds 
mean as much to me personally in terms of my own memories as do the 
white-eyes. When the water-bottle bird gets here Iam sure I will get all 
psyched up listening to him. 


This morning early I was playing with the tiger cubs on the lawn in front of 
the lion house when one of our police who had caught a German shepherd dog 
walked by the Colobus monkey cage on his way to the holding pen we have for 
stray degs. The male Colobus started the rolling coughing call. It did not 
have the volume and he was only one animal but it certainly made the hair 
rise on the back of my neck, recalling these sounds early in the morning at 
Kimmuturi. 


Lucy, the white rhino, has for some years had a malformation of her horns, 
and when an infestation of maggots was discovered as the base of one horn, 
steps had to be taken. Dr. Gray gave her 1 mg of M99, and in 14 minutes 
she was immobilized. The base of the horn was cleaned with peroxide 
and then both horns were removed. A hand saw was used on the upper horn 
and @ power saw on the lower; then both edges were filed smooth. She 

_ looks much neater. 


We now have $20,000 worth of aphrodisiac if I could 


sell it. 


I am glad to know that the bongo is fine and that he is responding to other 
men, 


Distressing to hear about the zebras the Hunt brothers were catching. I 
wonder if those were the ones that were destined for Skunk. Incidentally, 
I have heard from the Hunt brothers that their pair of bongos are on the 
way to the United States. Apparently they are going to Omaha, and I 

was unable to find out the price they are asking or the price they are 
getting.. I do hope that George Speidel's two bongos come through in good 
shape, We are all very excited about getting these marvelous animals 
into the country. 


I am glad to know that you have your money in New York. Send us the 
bill for the birds and we will deposit the money to your account in New 
York. I assume that you have received the cable we sent on July 25; 
"§ white-eyes and 4 terns arrived in good condition on 7/24/69. Thank 
you." 7 


I read in one of the African publications, Africana or East African © 
Wildlife, that you and Tony were going after the roan antelope -- or was 
the sable? ~~ down on the coast. How is that project coming along? I 
know it must be very thrilling. 


I hope the eland that John King was interested in got off. 


In Bill Mann's book, "Wild Animals In and Out of the Zoo" he mentions 
that a man named Charley Goss was his white hunter. This was back in 
1926, I was wondering if this was Ted Goss's father. 


Incidentally, the shipping arrangements on the birds were absolutely first 
class. They came through just like clockwork. Alitalia called to say that 
the birds were coming through; in fact their telephone call arrived about 
six hours before your letter did, and that accounts for the return call 
that maybe Alitalia made to you. I requested Alitalia here to find out who 
was shipping. There is a new form that we have to fill out on shipping 

in wild animals; we have to give both the common and scientific name. 
This is to cut down on the number of times animals are shipped in under 
false nomenclature, such as an orangutan erriving in a crate bearing the 
word "Monkey". If you can fill in whatever scientific name you are using 
and whatever common name, it would be helpful; otherwise we fill them 
in as soon as we get the birds and get the identification. 


Give Macharia my regards and tell him I hope his feet get better quickly. 
Iam glad to hear that the men seem to think that the bongos are in our 
area. 


I would like te stand a treat for the men both in your compound and at the 
camp. 1 was thinking about how your lady in Ludham goes down to the 
pub occasionally and buys 4 round of drinks for you in absentia. I would 
like todo something of the same if you and Tony think it is all right. 
Could you please do this in my name and let me know how much it costs. 


‘te 


I will either send it to your bank or send you a draft to take care of it. 
Maybe you should sponsor the beer bust and use the dregs to catch the 
guinea fowl. 


We had a very distressing and unhappy happening here. We moved three 
wildebeest that had been born here to a farm owned by Mrs. Tankersley 


(a very wealthy lady) about 35 miles from here. Unfortunately, we lost 
all three of them from heat and shock. I have been investigating the 
facts of what happened, and every conceivable mistake was made. I am 
ashamed to say that it seemed like some of the worst animal handling 
that you and I have talked about in Africa. The animals were not trained 
to the crate properly, were roughed up, were not given enough air, and 
so on inte the night. This has caused me a good deal of distress, and as 
you can imagine there will be some personnel changes made. I am 
looking for a good hecfed-stock man, a college educated man, I hope with 
experience with domestic animals whom we can train to manage animals 
correctly, since my head keeper seems to be incapable of responding to 
new and different methods. This, of course, does not concern you 
except that I shall have to stay here for a few months. I hope this means 
that you will have a whole trap full of bongos, since I am going to have 

to stay fairly close to home. 


I have just now been able to reach John Robbins, our contact at WETA, 
Educational Television. He say Dr. John Hunter is program director 
and Alan Bowers is the traffic manager. Our man, Robbins, is having 
lunch today with Dr. Hunter, and will bring up the information I have 
given him about John Seago and Derek Monk. 

With best regards, and wishing you lots of luck, 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
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Dr. Theodore H. Reed - 18th July 1969 
Director 
National Zoological Park 


Washington DO, 20009 


Dear Ted: 


Thank you very much for your letter to all of us of op 
July 7th and’ for your cable relating to the transfer of | 
five thousand dollars to my account in New York. 


Very interested to hear your remarks about the Eland 
project. There is more interest here in the last three month 
and John King said the subject was going to be raised at a 
meeting held early this week at Kampala - 1 have not yet seen 
John since his return so am unable to give you the details. 


I will have a talk with Tony later today or tomorrow 
regarding the prices of the animals you have ordered and will 
reply to this in a later letter. 


f It is very interesting to hear about your trading with 
Zeehandelaar for the Eld's deer. 


Now, Ted, would you please help me by talking to the 
National Education Television Network, whose address is 1619 
Massachusetts Avenue, North West, Washington. You may have 
forgotten that we made a little film here on our own unit 
and animal catching, featuring Alexandar and Tony and some of 
the other men. This has now been completed and with all the 
necessary sound track, music, appropriate titles is a nice 
tidy job. It was professionally directed by Derek Monk, who is 
Programme Controller for the ATV Network in England, It isa 
factual documentary with a considerable amount of information 
imparted through dialogue and odd remarks concerning life in 
general here’“as well as animals and natural history. 


At the suggestion of the American Ambassador here we made 
approaches to the National Education Television Network and l 
have heard from Derek Monk that he has written direct to them 
from London. I would be most grateful if you could have a chat 
with them over the telephone — there must be an executive who 
handles programme controlling-and speak for us because our names 
will be entirely unknown to him. I am sure it would help him 
JOHN SEAGO D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 


arrive at a sympathetic decision if a person of your standing was 
able to assure that we know what we ar bout as far as our job 
is concerned and enjoy. a good reputation in™the zoo world. The fact 
that it was professionally ‘directed;.and produced will vouch for its 
technical standards. I would think from Derek's letter that he 
wrote a week ago so it should be. in their minds by now. 


We hope to send the White’ Eyes, Terns and possibly some sun- 
birds next week. They should arrive in New York via Alitalia 
flight AZ644 at 14.55 on the 24th and they should be picked up by 
North American Airlines flight No. NA 423 at 17.40 and arrives in 
Washington 18.40 on the 24th. Would you please contact North Ameri- 
can office by phone and ask them to be sure and pick up these birds 
by flight No. NA 423 leaving at 17.40. We are never able to get 
confirmation from this end from any of the American airlines that 
they will pick up livestock at a certain time — the best we can 
ever get is a reply to the effect that they will do their best. 

The boxes are small, being 19" x 10" x 10" and 24" x 13" x 11" 
so could if necessary travel in the passenger cabin. 


Kisses all round,!!// 
Yours sincerely, 


be. 
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Dr.-T. H, Reed, 
Director, 

The National Zoological Park, 
Washington D.C. 


Dear Ted, 


The Bongo is doing well now and is A 
already very friendly to all the men, whereas at 
first he was choosy and only talked to his old friends 
of the mountain camp. 


I hope that the flight arrangements for 
the birds were satisfactory from your point of view. 

- It was the best arrival time of all the various flights 
we could get from here. We took care to get confirmation 
throughout that there would be no delays, and then you 
confirmed the arrangement for clearing customs at New 
York, so all should go smoothly. 


| I am sorry that it is such a small parcel 
but our attentions have still been focussed on the Bongo 

Pee, but now we can tackle the birds more seriously as 
the camp staff are getting along well. I think also that 
it is as well to try out a route with a few birds anyway. 
We dont want_a repetition of the Pittsburgh birds. 


last trip.as he had hurt his feet, got them chafed from 

\walking too far in rubber boots. He will return on 
Friday, It had rained heavily all round the mountain 

/. from the end of last week so I found everything very wet 
and slippery. The men said that the Bongos had now moved 

over to our side again. So far no more news that Alan 

Root's men have caught anything more. 
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CABLEGRAM 


DR. T. H. REED, DIRECTOR 


NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


MR. JORN SPAGO 
c/o BARCLADOM 


NATRORI, KENYA 
6 WHITE-EYES AND 4 TERNS ARRIVED IN GOOD 


CONDITION ON 7/24/69. ‘THANK you. 
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CABLE JULY 11,1969 


Dr. T. H. Reed, Director 
National Zoological Park 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclaydom 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Message : Your check for $5,000 mailed 7-11-69 
to New York bank. 


GSA Operator 
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CABLEGRAM July 9, 1969 


TO: Anthony Parkinson 
c/o Barcladom 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Good news! Congratulations: 


T.H. Reed, Director 


GSA Operator’ _ o 


ce: H. Howell 
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July 7, 1969 


Mr. John Seago 

c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John, Tony, Thelma, Winniki, and Tiddles: 
I have your most welcomed letters of June 16 and 24, 


We have notified the Smithsonian to transfer $5,000 to your 
account in New York. We will notify you by wire when this 
has been done. It may take a few days longer than normal 
because this is the closing of the fiscal year. 


i agree that you should get the bongo out of the hills as 

soon as possible so you can get others into the trap. I will 
plan to come for the second journey from the hills. Ask Tony 
to get as many pictures as possible. He can send the film to 
us for developing or keep them as he sees fit. If the National 
Geographic uses any of the film taken by Tony he will be given 
credit for them and receive pay although the pya will not be 

a large sum. Please inform me when the animal is brought to 
Wairoki just because I am interested in it. | 


I phened Skunk Irving the other day. Apparently, he is being 
supplied by the Hunt Brothers with zebra, and I gather, some 
shipments are coming from Southwest Africa, probably Walter 
Schultz, 


The Eland project seems to be moving rather slowly. They are 
requesting some young elands from Roland Lindemann's herd. 

This will give them 2.3. As I told you before, they must import 
the animals from zoos in the United States’ that is, they must 
be born in the U. S. Apparently, the plan is to see how these 

9 work out, and if they do, they will try to get a larger number. 
This may mean that in 2 or 3 years we will be buying elands from 
you and will keep the here at the zoo for breeding. But we will 
talk about this next year. 


a 


The wildebeests are doing well. They have had babies and today 
we are moving 8 or 9 males to the farm in the country. 


In your letter of June 16 you mentioned the flamingos. It must 
be most distressing. Kerry got some flamigos from the Caribbean 
Gardens and we hope they will start showing some interest and 
lay some eggs. 


Your comments about Allan Root's bongos running around Naivasha 
are interesting. I talked to George Speidel and he gave me 
the impression that some bongo from Allan Root are being 
quarantined for him in Mombosa. 


Sorry to hear that Alexander is not fitting into the program 
or at least that he is taking so long to join up. 


Yes, I believe Mary Alyce has seen the famous Mellon collection 
of art on display here in Washington. 


The little white tigress is now in the zoo and her companion 
from Cleveland will be coming to the zoo today. We will never 
have to worry about Elizabeth doing a Jay Adamson on us. She 
has had too many years as a girl raising young animals on the 
farm and I guess her mother trained her too well. The cat odor 
comes from the basement and she will not put up with this. 
However, we have loved having the kittens at home and the ex~ 
perience has been great. 


We have traded the last giraffe born to Michael-John and Myrt 
so that we have settled our obligation to Fred Zeehandelaar 

for the Eld's deer (better say Thamin or Burmese Brow-Antlered 
deer) for $4500 to be applied to our credit. This means I have 
an additional $4500 to divert to you. 


I would certainly appreciate your comment on the prices of some 
of the animals we have ordered; otherwise, some other goodies 
in the way of animals may come along and I will be tempted to 
spend this money on them. As you know this is my weakness. 
Women and wine, I do not believe will ever be my downfall but 
animals certainly will. 


I believe I told you that we have heard about a six-months old fe- 
male bongo in captivity in the Ivory Coast. I have written 
to the owner and we are hoping we will be able to get it. I think 


. *. 


it would be nice to get a West African form as well as an 
East African. Apparently the animal was acquired under 
unusual circumstances. As I gather it, the animal was 
captured without a permit, probably picked up as a calf 
out of the woods. Where have we heard of this type of 
capture before? 


When are you planning to ship the birds that you have on 
hand? Remember, do not ship any fowl since they have to 
go into quarantine. Let us know when they are ready to 

be shipped and we will arrange the quarantine facilities. 


Love and kisses from all of us. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


cc: Mr. Anthony Parkinson 
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BONGO HAPPILY SETTLED AT NAIROBI 
TONY 
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Phillip 4. Babcock 
Piscal Divison. Private 


Warren J. Iliff 
Special Assistant to Director 
National Zoological Park 


Withdrawal from Bongo Account No. 5508 


Per our conversation today, please send a check as soon 
as possible for $5,000.00 payable to the account #2204752 
of Hr. John Seago at the: 


Chartered Bank 
Rockefeller Center Branch 
19 ©. 49th Street 

New York, New York 106020 


Ve understand this is in addition to a previous withdrawal 
of $7,099.00 which now leaves a total balance in the 
account of $2,060.60. 


We will request an expenditure statement from Mr. Seago and 
would appreciate yourcealling me at 265-1968, extension 262 
when the check has been gent to New York. 


Chron. files 
Bongo file 
Seaco file 
H. Howell 


JOHN SEAGO 


c/o Barclays Bank 
P.O. Box 30011 
Nairobi 

Kenya 


[4th June 1969 


Director : DIRECTOR'S OFFICE - NZP 
National Zoological Park 
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Dear Ted: 


I rt ; : r tter of 
Thank you very much for your le : 

June 19th which arrived just in time for Tony to 
read before he returned to the camp. 


Tony is anxious to bring this first Bongo 
down as soon as possible so that we clear the 
trap area, as it were, and are able to remove the 
top camp. We feel that there is a certain amount 
of disturbance caused by the men living up there 
and therefore requiring more service attention 
thanvis required for checking the traps and we wish 
to minimise the disturbance as much as possible. 
I think the idea is we bring the animal down next 
week which will have allowed some ten days to 
get used to its travelling box. 


Tony plans to return tomorrow and then we 
can write again about the latest plans to keep 
you in the picture. 


As this has proved a longer and more expensiv 
operation than we had expected and I am short of 
cash it would be of great help if you could trans- 
fer $5000 to the Chartered Bank —- my account 
No. 2204752, Rockefeller Center Branch, 10 West 
49th Street, New York, N.Y. 10020. 

I do hope you managed the budget presentation 
in the end successfully and that you were not | 
carried away in the middle of your speech and 
addressed the Congress on the excitements of 
catching bongos on the Aberdare mountains. 


With very best wishes from us all here, 


Yours sincerely, 


John Seago 
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a 
decreed total protection for the ov 


eagle and sea eagle in Norway is very 
timely. The sea eagle is everywhere 
threatened - by slaughter and toxic 
chemical poisoning - but there are esti- 
mated to be about 300 pairs in Norway: 
the only population considered capable 
of ensuring the future existence of the 
species in Europe. 


USSR 


Encouraging meves | 
Kazakhstan , 


An ornithological sesearch centre is 
being established es @ nature reserve in 
the steppes of Nort’ Mazakhstan - on the 
main route to the aarth for birds migrating 
from southern Agia and Africa. The 
world’s northermm@est nesting place of 
greater flaminges is situated there. 
Ornithologists will work, in particular, on 
problems of preventing disease among 
birds, mammals, and fish inhabiting the 
reserve. The government has allocated 
funds to maintain optimum levels at local 
lakes — the first landing sites for millions 
of migrating birds. 

‘Other protection steps have also been 
taken. Shooting of Birds in spring has 
been prohibited; Lake Balkhask and the 
estuary of the River fli (which runs into 
the lake} provide nesting grounds for 
pelicans. white herons, and other rare 
birds, acd have been taken under govern- 


ANIMATI.S 


July 1969,..page 119 
ment protection. 


AFRICA 
National park for Ethiopio 


Despite incitements from international . 


conservation organisations, Ethiopia had 
no real National Parks until the end of 
1968. The start of the first park — occupy- 
ing the major part of the Awash Valley - 
was announced shortly before the recent 
visit of Prince Bernhard of the Nether- 
lands, President of WWF. The new park, 
about 100 miles south-east of Addis 
Ababa, at present covers about 300 
square miles. The magnificent scenery 
and rich fauna is certain to prove a great 
attraction to tourists. The Awash example 
will probably be followed by the creation 
of other parks: in the Semien Mountains, 
the Omo Valley and Rift. 


isaac's bongo in danger 


- The Cherangani Hills, in western Kenya, 


contain a large area of high altitude 
forest (7,500 feet) - the home of several 
animals about which very little is known, 
including bongo, giant forest hog, and 
the golden mole, recently recorded there 
for the first time. The forest is a remnant 
of a typically West African type, and con- 
tains plants not otherwise found in the 
area. Since the Cherangani are isolated 
from neighbouring hills by dry plains, 


eciation has been taking place within 
them, and several endemic plants are 
known. 

The most striking animal in the Cheran- 
gani is the bongo (Boocercus eurycerus 
isaaci), a large orange-red antelope which 
has on its back a number of vertical white 
stripes — usually about 12. This attractive 
animal lives only in dense forest, and has 
very acute senses of hearing and smell. It 
is very shy and consequently little is 
known about its habits. 

Bongo also occur in West and Central 
Africa, but the Kenyan. sub-species, 
Isaac's bongo, is confined to a few mon- 
tane forests, and is numerous only in the 
Aberdare Mountains. Until recently, how- 
ever, the Cherangani Hills have been 
famous as the place to see bongo, 
because of the absence of dangerous 
animals and the presence of salt-licks 
with hides built over them for easy view- 
ing. 

Now, due to poaching for meat and 
hides, the numbers of bongo there have 
dwindled from an estimated 300, ten years 
ago, to no more than one breeding 
group of 15 animals, and perhaps 20 
individuals scattered through the forest. 
No protection is given, and unless some 
measures are taken the animal will be lost. 
Many other strong reasons exist in favour 
of conservation in the Cherangani forest, 
and an expedition from Oxford has made 
recommendations for protection. 


BIG GAME 
IS OUR BUSINESS 


e No matter what you want 


or expect of big game we 
can provide the answer 


e The world’s leading safari 
firm is at your service 


P.O. Box 1822 Nairobi Kenya 


Cables: 
Gamefields 


Phone 


Nairobi 20667 | 


Phillip H. Bebceck si’ June 30, 1969 
Piscal Divison, Private 


Warren J. Iliff 

Special Assistant to Director 
National Zoological Park — | 
Withdrawal from Bongo Account No. 5508 


Per our conversation today, please send a check as s00n 
as possible for $5,000.00 payable to the account #2204752 
of Mr. John Seago at the: | | 


Chartered Bank _ 


Rockefeller Center Branch 


10 W. 49th Street | 
New York, New York 10020 


We understand this is in addition to @ previous withdrawal 
of $7,000.00 which now leaves a total balance in the 
account of $8,000.00. | 


We will request an expenditure statement from Mx. Seago and 
would appreciate yourcalling me at 265-1868, extension 268 
when the check has been sent to New York. | 


: Chron. files 
Bongo file 
Seago file 
H. Howell 
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- Mr. Ripley DATE: Uune 24, 1969 


& 


: Mr. Bradley and Dr. Galler {V7 
fradhiy— 


. T. H. Reed Sod 


Bongo 


Attached are two photographs of the 400 pound, three quarters 
grown male bongo which was captured by Tony Parkinson on 

May 20 in the Aberdare Mountains. Interestingly enough, it 
was caught in the first trap which I helped to build. 


Tony reports that the animal is doing well and has gentled 
down quite a bit and is more responsive to humans. Apparently, 
this is the nature of the animal--once they are captured, they 
revert from being one of the wildest to one of the tamest 
animals. 


The next problem is getting it down from the mountains into 
quarantine and then delivered to the Zoo. There is also a 


slight problem of getting two females to go with the male. 
However, we will take one step at a time. 


Attachment 
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June 18, 1969 


Mr. D. Anthony Parkinson 
c/o Barclay's Bank 

Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear Tony and John: 


Yesterday I received your letter of June 12 with much joy 
and elation. The pictures are fantastic! I know this was 
exciting for you, particularly since it went into the first 
trap, but I know you were disappointed in not getting the 
whole herd. Now you have plenty of bongo urine and feces 
to scatter all over the place. 


I know how concerned you were about the diarrhea and the 
foot; but as usual you did the right thing. Do not worry 
that I am concerned about over~treatment. I'va seen more 
animals die from lack of treatment than from over-treatment. 
The fact that you traced the cause of the diarrhea is most 
interesting and I assume everybody has ideas on how to treat 
the next one. I can well imagine that the anxiety both of 
you had over the animal caused you to lose as much weight 

as the bongo did. | 


Do not concern yourself about my being there when you are 
ready to bring him down from the hill. Do what you think 

is necessary for the benefit of the animal. I know you will 
keep me informed as much as possible. Of course, I would 
dearly love to join you for this movement. I hope to be 
through with my budget hearings by the end of this week. 
Except for the last week of July and the first week of 
August, I anticipate a fairly free summer. Even this could 
be changed if necessary. Presumably, I should be here 
October 5-12 and from the middle of November on to the first 
of the year. 


Mr. Parkinson June 18, 1969 


It have received some information about a 6-months old female 
bongo that has been captured in the Ivory Coast. I have sent 
out a further inquiry. If it proves feasible, we may try to 
pick this one up. We will also try to get some information 
on the animal as this is a different environment to Kenya. 
From what I understand, the West Coast animals are smaller 
and darker than those of Kenya. 


I am not really excited about this animal because we will be 
dealing with a former French colony and generally they tend 
to ship their animals through Paris. Time alone will tell. 


I am so excited about your letter that I find it difficult 
to concentrate on my budget presentation. Please keep me 
informed. 


Would it be advantageous if I transferred another $5,000 
to your bank account in New York? 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


BANKERS 

BARCLAYS BANK, NAIROBI 
BARCLAYS BANK, NORWICH 
CHARTERED BANK, NEW YORK 


E. A. MANAGER:- 
D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 


on, 


ovte F 


wih 


JOHN SEAGO 


C/O BARCLAYS BANK 
BOX 30011, NAIROBI 
KENYA 

PHONE KABETE 330 
CABLES C/O BARCLADOM. 
NAIROBI 
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UIWA CO KENI 017 
NAIROBI PHONED FROM KABETE 11 11 1030 


REED ZOOPARK WASHINGTONDC 
THREE QUARTER GROWN MALE BONGO CAUGHT TWENTIETH MAY 


STOP LOTS OF PHOTOGRAPHS WRITING 
TONY 


COL: BONGO 
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June 11, 1969 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
P. O. Box 30011 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John: 

I had just started this letter to you when Tony's cable came, and 
we are all thrilled to think that at last the elusive bongo has 
stepped into the trap. It is good news indeed. 

Your last letter mentioned your nice, tame caracals. We have 
a fine pair here, that are doing well, and we do not need another 
pair at present. 


I wrote you a few days ago about the animals we do want, but I 
think our letters must have crossed. 


Hope our precious bongo is doing well. I have just sent a cable 
of congratulations to Tony; we are eagerly awaiting his letter. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


THReed:lqm 


a ® 


CABLEGRAM June 11, 1969 


D. Anthony Parkinson 
c/o Barcladom 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Congratulations: Wonderful: Glorious: 


Reed, Director 


GSA Operator: 


ce: File 
Chron. 
H.Howell 


CABLE RECEIVED June ll, 1969 

T.H. Reed, Director 

National Zoological Park 

Washington, D. C. 

Three-quarter grown male bongo caught May 20. Lots 


Of photographs. Writing. 


cc: H.Howell 
File 
Chron. 


June 3, 1969 


Mr. John Seago 

Mr. Tony Parkinson 
c/o Barclay'’s Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John and Tony: 


This Memorial Day weekend I had to opportunity tc once again go over 
my desk rather thoroughly and found that the letter I had written to you 
on May 5th was not sent, so here it is a month later. Your folder has 
been lying on my desk but unfortunately it got buried under budget 
preparation, justifications, and other less interesting, and actually 

_ jn the long run of the Zoo less important papers that have the urgency 
of being done now, now, now. Somehow or other I think I have to to 
reorganize the Zoo or at least the Director's office in such a way 

that I can get a little more accomplished. 


I know that by now you folks must be suffering some pangs of financial 
embarassment over the bongo situation and I most sincerely hope that 
you have at least one bongo in the trap by now, so that I could forward 
you a large hunk of money. As you know, I have committed $20,000 

to you, and the other expenses of the trip and the writing of the article 
have come out of the Zoo's expenses. The only way that I can assist 
you financially is by buying animals from you. Fortunately, the word | 
of the Director is taken as to the price and value of the animals. 

Since it is well known that John Seago supplies not only the best animals 
coming out of Africa, we can afford to pay top quality prices. I 

believe that we have some other animals ordered and if you could give 
re what you expect the prices on them to be I could start setting up 
money for them. As you know, I discussed a number of animals and 

_ you do have animals on order from us. You have the birds that you 

} gay are ready to be shipped out now and we are certainly ready to 
receive them, so we are enclosing a Customs declaration and you can 

{ go ahead and send them to us as soon as possible. Kerry would also 

‘, like to get the crested guinea fowl as soon as possible for the summer 

f season. As you know, these animals have to be quarantined in 

.. Clifton, New Jersey, and require a very special permit. When you have 
/ them captured, send me a cable so 1 can immediately dispatch the 

\ quarantine papers and you can ship therm on out. I believe I told you | 

) we would be willing to pay $100 apiece for the birds and we have ordered 
' twelve of them. To relieve the burden on you we will buy them FOB _ 
Nairobi and we will pay the shipping charges and the quarantine charges. 
Kerry would not want to have these animals after October 15th because 


of the weather. 


Concerning the pygmy geese, again this is an animal that we should try to 
get in some time this summer. Itis our summer between now and October 
15th because of the weather. I do not believe that you have stated any 
prices on the pygmy geese and perhaps it may be impossible for you to 

get them in Kenya since they don't come over that way particularly. The 
golden-breasted starlings would certainly make a lovely addition most 

any time. Perhaps Alexander can go out and pick them up for you down 
around Voe somewhere. 


We had better cancel the order for the wood hoopoes since Kerry 
exchanged some roulroul partridges that we raised here in the Zoo with 
some place in England for some hand-raised wood hoopoes . Incidentally, 
our normal hoopoes are doing very well and reproducing for us. We 

have an order for a colobus monkey; these are usually sold at a pretty 
good price, about $700 apiece. Why don't we increase that order to two 
female colobus monkeys and give you a little more money? This wou 
bring our treop up to one male and four females, with the addition of the 
two females. 


+ We also have an order for crested percupines, a male and a female. 
\yAhese animals could be young; we need them for re-stocking our breeding 
ff f/f supply. This should be an animal that would be easy for Alexander to 
fer #/i catch, and therefore we could make you a payment on them; I suggest 
f | you make us a price offer on them. 
ena 
We did request six dik-diks, that is, three pairs of them ~-- or was it 
two males and four females? You notice in the price lists these things 
seem to be going in the States for between $700 and $900. Perhaps 
these would be an easy animal for you to pick up and perhaps put through 
the process so we can make you a payment. What about the price on 
these animals? What do you suggest? Again, with the black-fronted 
duiker s? 


The dwarf mongoose and the sun birds would be welcome at any time, 
the sun birds particularly during the summer months. Kerry says he 
would like to have one female golden-winged sun bird, a pair of scarlet- 
chested sun birds, and a pair of vielet-backed sun birds. The other 
animals that we have on order, such as the black-legged mongoose, 
honey guides, and the Peters finfoot, of course could come almost any 
time, 


I also find that we have an order in with you for a pair of Egyptian 
vultures, a pair of black-bellied bustards, three pair of blacksmith 
plovers. 


I know the difficulties that you face in Kenya collecting iakininhes and I 
want to help as much as I possibly can. It would be a great help if I 
could have a tentative price on some of these animals so I could commit 
next year's money, that is, starting July 1. At the present moment I 
have to pay for two female Pere David's deer and four Eld's deer from 
Burma, which will eat up ail of this year's money and a section of next 


= rs 


year's money. I would like to have some figures from you so that I can 
figure out how to commit my money for next July. Frankly, I had 
anticipated using most of it for your shipment. I thought that perhaps the 
extra bongo that we requested would be able to defray some of your unusual 
expenses on the bongo that you have had. 


As you notice, I have not mentioned the naked mole rat, as this is the 
animal that I want to go up to the Northwest Frontier myself and while not 
necessarily catch | would certainly like to go up there and act as though I 
were catching it, just because I want to see the Northwest Frontier. 


As you can imagine, I have been under considerable pressure from the 
faction at the National Geographic that is in Alan Root's camp. I stoutly 
maintain that the National Zoological Park has all faith and trust in the 
Seago operation, and furthermore that we had been told to conduct this 
study in our own manner. The grant was made knowing full well that we 
were going to use Seago's rather than Root’s. However, as you can also 
understand, the Geographic is bent on getting a story and they are not 
particularly concerned about either you or me, or for that matter, the 
bongos. The story is the thing. The pictures are even more important 
than the story. | | 


Rumor has it that Frankfurt and Basel are going to be getting some bongo 
from Alan Root. I wish them every luck in the world. Rumor also has it 
that Alan has just caught a male bongo which would complete the trio for 
Milwaukee. I most certainly hope that this is true because George, like 
myself, has been waiting a long time for these animals. 


It must be very disheartening for some of the boys up in the mountains to 
turn loose the buffalo and warthogs and all the other good meat, but I know 
that you gentlemen will do what the law of the land requires, even in 
relation to your fishing. 


Elizabeth joins me in wishing you the very best. I guess I told you that 
Mary Alyce, our daughter, has been accepted into Carnegie Mellon 
University in the art department. Mark, the son and heir of the family, 
has gotten a job this summer in Yellowstone National Park. I hope that 
it is either cleaning out latrines or on the garbage detail, to make him 
appreciate that sometimes one has to work in paradise as well as enjoy 
it. lam sure that he will come out of the summer dead broke, with @ 
great sun tan, and probably half a dozen girl friends, and not more than 
half a dozen bear scratches. | 


I find that I continually refer back to my experiences in Africa. Just the 
other morning Mary Alyce got me up at six o'clock, wanting to go | 
canoeing on the Canal. If you remember, Bill Mann took you up -- I 
believe I was with you -~ to Great Falls, Maryland, some 20 miles 
above the city here. The stretch of river above this is very peaceful © 
and calm and we were canoeing on this, and I kept telling Mary Alyce, 
“Now, this is the way it is in Africa: the beautiful bird calls, the eeric 
light coming over the trees." It seems as though all my concepts of 
beauty, tranquility and loveliness relate to the Aberdare Mountains or 
Voe or Kikaroc. This is ridiculous because I know that there are 


troubles in Africa, that you have the same daily frustrations that we 
have here, and that there is considerable tension in life over there as 
well as here. I guess it's probably the old adage of the greas being 
greener in the other man's pasture. 


Thave received a copy of Sue Harthoorn's book about her life with 
Toni in Kenya. Ihave got about half way through it; it seems to be 
very interesting, particularly for me since I have met both the Harthoorns. 
All of which makes me think that John Seago and Tony Parkinson could 
write a much more interesting book. 


Elizabeth and I have had the baby white tiger in our home, raising it. 

As usual my wife, “mother tiger",is doing a magnificent job of 

raising this little fellow. Incidentally we do not think that the tiger 

cubs get the use of their eyes until they are about six weeks old. This 
has caused us a good deal of concern because we thought we might have 
had some blindness in the baby. As you can understand, five generations 
of direct line breeding gave us concern about possible hereditary faults. 
Fortunately it looks like nothing is showing up. 


Kindest regards to all of you from all of us over here. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M 
Director : 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT DECLARA@QN FOR FREE ENTRY OF ARTICLES AD Ertey No 2 
, COLLEGES, RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, ETC. 


(Items 850.10-851.50, incl., and 852.20, Tariff Schedules of the United States) 


DECLARATION 


I, the undersigned, declare that the articles described below, in entry noted above and invoice No. --------------------------- 


were imported for the ---Mattoyrerl 


organized and operating as ».. 


located at No. ---...-.----- Stre 


(Directly or through dealer) (Date) 


I further declare, with respect to wild animals or birds, that they were specially imported pursuant to negotiations 
conducted prior to importation for the delivery of animals or birds of a named species meeting agreed specifications of reason- 
able particularity and that they are intended at the time of importation for public exhibition in a collection maintained for 
scientific or educational purposes and not for sale or for use in connection with any enterprise conducted for profit. 


I further declare, if this declaration is executed by me as dealer or agent, that the above-described articles are to be 
actually delivered to said institution and to the best of my knowledge and belief are to become the permanent property of 
the institution. 3 : | 

I further declare, if this declaration is executed by me as the representative of said institution, that said articles are 
for the sole use of said institution as its permanent property and are not to be sold, exchanged, or otherwise used or dis- 
posed of in violation of the conditions of free entry, and if otherwise used that report will be promptly made to the collector 


at port of entry and duty paid, and that said articles actually delivered to said institution on or 
(Were or were not) 


prior to 


oe (City-State-ZIP 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1964—O-736-699 
GPO 953-820 


May 26, 1969 


Mr. Volkmar Wentzel 

National Geographic Magazine 
i7th and M Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 


Dear Mr. Wentzel: 


Mr. Andrew Brown was kind enough to send me a copy of 
your memo about Baron von Stackelberg and his location 
of the bongo on Mt. Kenya. 


Tony Parkinson had thoroughly reconnoitered this area 
and while there was evidence of plenty of bongo, it 

was not possible to get the animals out alive. This 

is a good hunting area but had animals been captured 
the only way to get them out was by killing them. Also 
in this area there were many elephants and buffalos 
which would have messed up the traps. We talked about 
going into this area to get pictures but found it 
inadvisable. Allan Root reconnoitered this area but 
did not set up traps for the same reason. 


Many thanks for your continued interest in this project. 
You will be happy to know that our traps in Kenya are 
steady enough to hold ten buffaloes at one time. Wouldn't 
it be fun to have been there when they were turned aloose! 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


cc: Mr. Andrew Brown 


National Geographic Magazine 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 


ANDREW H. BROWN 


ASSISTANT EDITOR April 2H, 1969 
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RECEIVED 


Dr. Theodore H. Reed 
National Zoological Park 
Washington D.C. 20009 
Dear Ted: 

You may be interested in the enclosed copy of a 
memorandum from my colleague Volkmar Wentzel. 


With best regards. 


Sincerely, 


pars | s 


AHB :amk 
enclosure 


April 23, 1969 


MEMO TO THE PILE: 


Since Dr. Reed's expedition in Kenya seemed to have had some 
difficulty in locating the very elusive Bongo antelope, I would 
like to call attention to an interesting conversation I had with 
Baron Herbert A. von Stackelberg, the Minister at the German Embassy. 
Baron von Stackelberg is a keen wildlife enthusiast and a hunter in 
the true sportsman-sense of the word. One of his rare trophies is 
a Bongo. | 


Baron von Stackelberg told me that he observed the Bongo at quite 
close range from a remote former Mau Mau lookout high in the mountains. 
I believe he said the altitude was 16,000 feet, which should locate it 
on the slopes of Mt. Kenya. He was guided there by a Kikuyu whom he 
Still knows. After leaving their Land Rover they faced a difficult 
15 hour climb before reaching the spot. 


Baron von Stackelberg believes that a very small party completely 
holed up in this hideout for a period of 8 to 10 days would be able to 
observe, film, and photograph the Bongo. 


Should we pursue the Bongo search further, I would highly recommend 
that we consult Baron von Stackeiberg--possibly even ask him to partici- 


pate in this search. Baron von Stackelberg will be in Washington until 
the end of May at which time he will be posted to Bonn. 


; | Whig Junho 


| Volkmar Wentzel 


VW/1k 


cc; Dr. Carm#chael e" 
3 Andrey Arown wg 


MEMORANDUM_ from MR. VOLKMAR WENTZEL 


May 21, 1969 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John, Tony, Thelma, Winniki and all the boys, and Tiddles the cat: 


I received two lovely letters from you, one dated May 10 and one dated 
May 16. In reviewing the correspondence I find I have not replied to 
your letter of March 11. I must apologize for this, but the letter has 
been on my desk every day and it is just one of those things that I look 
forward to with pleasure and don't want to do anything about until I have 
time to do it thoroughly, and so it just doesn't get done. So this morning 
I came in a little early and am going to devote some time to answering 
your letters. 


Starting back in March, I do recall Alexander Aron and am glad that he has 
joined your staff. As lrecall, he and Tony had a good deal of experience 
together before Alexander left you to join the Game Department. lam a 
little surprised that Mike Nicholson joined Alan Root. I am not surprised 
that he left you «~- I felt that he was a little restless but I guess he knows 
what he is doing. 

I would appreciate it if Tony would just kind of sketch me out a little . 
rough map of where these new traps are in relation to where the old traps 
were on Mt. Gilkai. It would be very interesting for me just to visualize 
where the actionis or was. The new trap sounds very interesting. It . 
certainly must have been disheartening to find that the bongo had walked \ 
through the trap before you had the trigger set. It is very interesting ©. 
to me and I hope to other people, the number of animals you have caught 
{ in your traps and had to release, in relation to the number of animals = 
\ that other people have not caught. 


I had supper with Russell Arundel the other evening and he is talking 
about coming back to Africa in January. I told him that you wished to be 
remembered to him and he spoke of you with warm remembrances and | 
wished to be remembered to you. I also told him that you wanted him to «_ 
make a more leisurely trip to Africa and he just laughed, but maybe he 
can be persuaded this time to slow down a little bit. 


The Komodo business is going very slowly and I don't know if it's going 
to come off. The trip for Kerry Muller to New Guinea apparently faded 
and I'm rather glad that it did, but his trip to the Orient and perhaps to 
Nairobi this fall is still in the formative stages. As I told you, he is 

the man in charge of the birds here and will be making a collecting trip 


for the store windows of the big department store here in town for post- 
Christmas display. We get the birds, and he gets a free collecting trip 
so it works out pretty nicely, if it comes off. 


Incidentally, we had a nice shipment of birds from Mrs. Roberts. 
Everything came through in good shape. Unfortunately, we heard of another 
shipment that she sent to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, that arrived with 
almost total loss. Apparently this was mis-handling between Kennedy and 
Pittsburgh airports. The next shipment that comes in for the Pittsburgh 
aviaries I guess will be routed through us for proper handling. It gets 

most discouraging when these little birds and other animals die during 
shipment. 


Concerning the African safari for the Friends of the National Zoo, they 
seem to be cooking on a very low burner on that particular one. I am not 
pushing it myself. I think it has to develop naturally, otherwise they will 
think that I am forcing them into something. 


I was sorry to hear about the unseasonable weather. Nelson Brown, of 
course, thinks that all you have in the hills is rain, but then what do you 
expect of the tropic mountains? 


It's good to hear that John King is in command of the Capture Committee 
and I hope that he can get it organized. It is interesting, too, about Ken 
Stewart. I have not heard anything from Skunk Irving. I assume that he 
has written you, or perhaps he has ordered animals through the Hunt 
Brothers. I really don't knowfor sure what's happened. I suppose I 
should phone him and find out what the score is. 


I did have the opportunity to meet Perez Olindo when he was here. Nick 
Arundel, son of Russell, is now in charge of the African Leadership 
Foundation, since Judge Russell Train has become Assistant Secretary 
of Interior in Nixon's government. Nick had a cocktail party for the 
group of Kenya National Park Board and National Park officials who 
were touring; I believe there were about twelve of them. I did get to 
meet him, which was nice. I also met four African officials who were 
out at the Zoo for most of the day. I spent several hours with them, but 
do not remember all their names. Most of the time they spent with Don 
Bridgwater, our man in charge of the animal department, and they 
seemed to be having a very nice time. They also seemed to be pleased to 
see the white rhinos that you had caught and the man from Sumbaro 
remembered when you had caught them. All of them seemed to remember 
you with affection and kindness. 


It is nice to know that Julian Tong got his job at the orphanage. I hope 
that he makes a go of it. 


I can imagine that the rhinoceros, after living off the kindness of John 
Seago, was a little bit shocked to find itself back in the wild being 
chased by helicopter, darted, and put into the Nairobi National Park. 
I can really imagine that the animal was most delighted to get home 
again and be in the safety and comfort of its own little corral. It 


* ee Zs & 


would be interesting to see the Kenya Wildlife Society film; maybe it will 
show in this country some day. 


So far as I have heard, there is nothing more on importing large numbers 
of eland. The South American thing seems to be going well. The pair of 
eland that we collected and sent down are doing well in Brazil and we are 
collecting three more that have been zoo born and will send them to South 
America. After the man has had a little more experience with them, he 
may want to bring in larger mumbers. 


The wildebeest are doing great, as are your Cape buffalo and giraffes. 

We are expecting another giraffe to be born shortly. Along about the first 
week of June, we will probably have had between five and six wildebeest 
calves born. We are going to put them out on a farm that belongs to a 
wealthy lady about thirty miles from Washington, and try to start our own 
little wildebeest herd, and also the Pere David deer, 


Thank you for what you have to say about hoping my administrative 
headaches melt away. They seem to, but new ones crop up, so we always 
have headaches. 


I would ask Tony to give my remembrances to the men up in the hills and 
tell them I am looking forward to seeing them again. 


Nelson Brown and I went over all 120 rolls of film and will be sending 
you by separate cover some pictures that we extracted that have nothing to 
do with the story. They are mainly of you folks, and there are a couple 
that I will ask you to send to some other people, such as Ted Goss and 

the Harthoorns. Nelson is going to school now and seems to be enjoying 
life. I do think that the trip to Africa gave him a little maturing experi- 
ence which has been helpful to him in his work at the Geographic and in 
giving him a little more objectivity in life. 


\ I will be very interested to hear how the pit traps work and what animals 
f/ you catch in those. Please keep me informed. How about the little duiker? 
} Did you ever have one of those running around the camp for us? And also, 

| how about the cheetah, did we ever get that squared away so that you — 

\ could get us a couple of cheetahs that you could keep at your place for an 

| indefinite period of time until they were so acclimatized and so used to each 
| other that they might have a chance of breeding? | 


é Concerning the animals that we have on order from you, outside of the sek, 
| if possible we would surely like to have some prices or estimated cost on 
{ these so that we can set up a tentative schedule of payments on these and 

} make obligations of money to you. This is over and above the Geographic 
money we are holding for you. It would be most helpful for my animal 
; purchases of next year if I had some idea of what your price range was \ 
\ going to be for the animals that we have ordered from you. oe ae 


‘heard by the grapevine that a pair of bongo had gone to Basel, hick! SI 
Once again, best regards to you all. | 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed 
Director 
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Dr. p : Reed Se rainy Ue 


The National Zoo 
Washington 


Dear Ted: 


| dohn writing a letter to you so thought 
that you mig t er a copy of the report which I pushed in to 
the Game Capture Committee at their request. I have made it 
very brief but it will just let you know what I have told then. 


As you can see about two months ago we built a very much 
larger trap than the ones that you saw, with a very wide 
entrance, This we were able to camoflage in such a way that it 
is hardly noticeable as a pen at all as the whole construction 
is designed differently. It was this pen that two Bongo walked 
right through before the whole thing was completed, but 
unf or tune itely since the completion of the pen no Bongo ha 
been down this particular ridge and in the vicinity of Sno ry 
It is situated so that we can drive animals into it. This 
particular trap has now caught fourteen buffalo and _—— 
are convinced tha t the first Bongo that do come down this 
will go in, 


is L ApS 
operation, which we have at last designed so that we are able 


to release a buffalo if we catch one. This was one of the 
main reasons why we had not used a pit trap up to this point. 


I don't know whether John ever told you that Mike Nicholson 
left us to join Alan Root and is now supervising their 
operations in the Aberdares. I saw him the other day and 
apparently they too have not had any more luck since the last 
ones were caught despite the fact that he has been trying very 
hard ever since. : ying 


Best wishes to 
sincerely yours, 


D.A., Parkinson 
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On several occasions bongo have been right up to the 
entrance of the small traps and one actually went inside 
but returned out of the same door and dian 20 deep enough 
in to set off the trigger mechanism. We do feel that the 
trap method will work - what is essential is time and 
patience. W© have now started building our pit traps which 
nave been designed not to hurt the animals when they fall 
in and also when any animal not wanted such as a buffalo 
has to be released it can be done without camage to either 
the animal or to ourselves. At the timc of writing this 
report no pit trap has been completed. 


Attached +8 a list animals caught in the traps, 

ALI Fe egtiom anima sre successfully released and not one 
animal was intahed in any way and the traps have never failed 
to work. The only trouble we have had is from monkeys setting 
eff the trans - a game they fortunately got tired of fairly 
soon, 
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Visit to 
ine ludes Washington, 


ti 
that he came to that 


Julian Tong has been given a post with the National 
Parks to look after the orphanage. He has a two year contract, 
which might well be extended if he cake: out well, This is a 


relief to Tonv and I because there is no room for 
unit at vresent. 


Pa I've never had any letter from friend Skunk Irwing 
“a po Se a oh te Dee - = ee 


aol al 


“ and so have no idea whether he proceeded with his. ¢ed¢électing 
of zebras. 
A man called Jack Denny, employed here by FAO on 


* 


their vetinary staff has been darting rhinos for Hartley. They 
ised a helicopter as firing and spotting platform in the same 


pot 


« — 
eas ive oF oe aa a = qj Ba > 
way Tony and John King had done, but the results dont seem to 
have been very successful, in fact we heerd only one rhino 
- . aut at he a w eal abe “ tee a es ot —_ ee mee — Bi pe re Se —— on . ‘ he ne? § « tte haat! he mo J 2 ee kee he ae “ — 


actually survived, although about three or four were darted, 
Criticism was made of the animal husbandry side as well as of 

the darting. Apparantly from records John and Tony moved 42 
rhinos with a loss of one, Although John is difficult to work 
with and is ambitious he is very thorough about his work and does 


give accurate reports 
We did a little job for him last week. Because of 
muddles in the Wild Life Society, or may be jealousies, the film 
that was to hawe been made at the Time we were working on the 
it all by taking out one 
of our rhinos and poked it. The old rhino played up well 
and gave the camer several portunities for rhinosand 
helicopter and John hartteg all in the same picture. We then 
loaded it in the proper manner and took it into the N&irobi 
Park, We collected her yeaterday and she seemed quite giad to be 
home again. There should be some good pictures of our men and of 
John and Tony. The Wild Life Society hope to get a fairly wide 
circulation for this film, if circul ation is the right word, 


rhinos was not completed so we staged 
de 


ai jade 


IT have had many chats with FAO men and United 
Nations chaps about this Eland. ranching and it does seem to be 
worth taking up. I've also had encouraging reports from a large 
meat distrubtion form in London, Any more news on the idea of 
importing large numbers of Eland to eat off the bush?? What do 
they do with the Eland when the bush is finished? 


I do hope you are alt well at home and that s 

of your admin headaches have melted away. The guest house is ready 
and I do shope that soon we can send you that cable. With 
best wishes from us all here, 


Ca Look & tutti b—ga. alk 


f) John Seago 
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Memorandum 


The File 
T. H. Reed 


Articles sent to John Seago 


Have sent article on -Elans , on netting, on International 
Animal Exchange, Inc. (Hunt in Betndale, Mich.) 


On 3/13/69 sent article from Natural History "Wanted: 
a suitable herbivore to convert 600 million 
acres Of Western scrubland to protein. Ali 
replies held in strictest confidence. Please 
send photo. Box Ad 2000, N.H.M" by Paul S. Martin. 
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lith Mare $ 
Dr, Theodore H. Reed h 1969 


National Zoological Park 
Washington D.C, 20009 


Dear Ted: 


Thank you very much for your long letter of February 
18th, which we all much enjoyed. Mwaneki and the others were 
very pleased to find that you included them with ourselves 
on the top of the letter, 


Thank you also for sending the notes on the Eland whieh 
I was glad to have and which will be particularly cas 


Very glad to hear that the TB scare has died down and hope 
you get a little peace after it all. I liked the good action 
photograph of you in the newspaper - what have you got in 
your mouth? = a cigarette or a thermometer or what? 


Do you remember when you were here the year before an 
African called Alexander Aron joined us for breakfast and 
Spent a day with us? He was with the Game Department. He and 
Tony have had some discussions recently and I very much hope 
that he will rejoin us soon. With he and Mwaneki we feel we 
should have quite a strong and loyal African element in the 
unit, which we have been anxious to bring about for some time 
This will be made easier because Mike Nicholson has decided to 
Join Alan Root - in fact he has already left us. 


There is no particular news from the Bongo camp except 
that Tony has built another trap. The men up there are working 
extremely well and I have no doubts about the ultimate success 
of the expedition, although in the initial stages it has cost 
a good deal more than I had estimated. : 


| As you say the rocket seems to have misfired a little, 

but I am sure a few sparks are generating over here, I remember 
Russell Arundel very well = Tony and I both liked him immensely 
and I am very interested to hear that he is still collecting 
animals. It would be nice if we could persuade him to make 
another trip to Africa = not so rushed as the previous one, 

When you next see him do give him our very best wishes. 


Anyway, Ted, it is a very good thi | ce 

Megs 2PyY & Ning that your chaps are 
getting around, but if there is any chance of jumping 4 to the 
ream ge ie Indies expedition Tony and I would like to join 

n on that, : 


BOX 30011, NAIROBI 


PHONE KABETE 330 
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I notice what you say about Clifford Greenewalt. We 
could, of course, take this up and handle it providing 

we pushed everything through Washington. I hope the prior 
planning of this little exhibition will give us time to get 
something together. This is already the middle of March and 
October is not really so very. far away. 


Now, Ted, lets talk a minute about Friends of the 
National Zoo making a safari. We have been asked by the 
British Fauna Society to try and arrange some more off-beat 
safaris and to try and get a programme out so they can start 
these next year. This would interest Tony and me very much 
and now that the state of emergency in the Northern Frontier 
has been annulled this area can be opened up for tours and 
we could take parties of six to eight on tented safaris, 
and for elderly people we could arrange something less enere 
getic. So if there is a chance of discussing this or helping 
plan it do let us Know. 


I did hear the sad news about Pierre from Jane who 
wrote him just after he died, which I thought was very nice 
of her indeed. It confirmed the feeling I had that we had 
pecome close friends aithough we had only known each other a 
short time, 


With very best wishes to you and Elizabeth from us 
all here, 


Yours very sincerely, 


Voi 


John Seago 


March 10, 1969 


Mr. John Seago 

Mr. D, A. Parkinson 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John and Tony: 


Thank you very much for your letter of February 26th. Glad that 
you enjoyed the information on the nets. I felt that when I see things 
crossing my desk that you might be interested in, I send you a copy. 
Not that I expect you to do anything about it -- it's just for your infor- 
mation. I believe there was an article sent to you on Don Hunt 
(‘Bwana Don") and also an article from the Natural History Magazine 
relative to the need for a browser as a meat animal in the southwest 
United States. 


The letter which you sent me from the "ad hoc committee" of the | 


pet shop dealers was very useful. It seers that the endangered animal 

bill is being introduced into Congress once again. As you recall, this 
bill was to prohibit the importation into the United States of animals or 
parts thereof (meaning hides, trophies, horns, etc.) which the Secretary 
of the Interior deemed to be in danger of extinction. This, of course, 
in practice means that if Kenya declared that an animal was threatened with 
extinction and put protection laws on it, we would take punitive steps “ 
against anybody who brought an animal of that nature in without the proper 
licensing, etc. Also if the IUCN declared an animal in danger of 
extinction we would not permit its importation into the United States. 

The pet shops are just absolutely livid over this, and this particular man 
who sent out the letter that you received a copy of made a perfect fool 

of himself in front of the committee. There was another letter which he 
sent out to all pet shops which was much more intemperate than the one 
that you received. Somehow or other my name is on the list of pet 

shops so we automatically received a copy of this letter which somehow 
found its way into the hands of the committee chairman. 5o0 that when 

the pet shop people appeared in front of the committee they were really 
raked over the coals for their intemperate language and so forth -- 

about as miserable treatment as I have ever seen a man get from the 
hands of a Congressional committee. By comparison, my testimony 

in favor of the bill was a perfect love feast. Needless to say, your 

letter which you sent to me is moving through channels and lam sure 

it will end up in a very auspicious place which will do the most good 

and make sure that this bill gets passed and that the various dealers 

are not given carte blanche to bring animals in. Actually this does not 


45. = @ 


help many animals ; for instance, the leopard and the cheetah are not 
on the endangered list. The Javan rhinoceros and the monkey-eating 
eagle from the Philippines are. It really will not affect the hunting 
industry or the commercial animal suppliers, whether for zoos or for 
pet shops. However, in the future it may be very, very useful. So we 
all thank you for sending us that letter. 


We are quite anxious to hear about the trapping expeditions. I am sure 
things are going along well, and I know that it takes time. But as I said 
in my previous letter I am sure that you will get action very soon, because 
Iam getting deeply enmeshed in the annual budget cycle. 


Thank you for the information on the supplier of animals to Van den 
Brink. I suspect that most of the European dealers buy from whomever 
they can without really asking very many questions, except if it is as 
cheap as they can possibly get it. 


The white tiger turned out to be not pregnant. Subsequent to the 
termination of the so-called false pregnancy she came into heat after 
120 days. This was instead of the pregnancy of 105 days. We did a big 
review on her heat cycle and find that she is cycling about every 12 to 15 
days. She is having most of her seasons in the fall, that is August to 
late November, with a shorter springtime period of heat. This all 
follows the natural pattern of the tigers in central India. Our main 
trouble, of course, is that the male is just too young. He has just barely 
turned five years old this past January. So we have been sending a boy 
out to do a man's work. He should get progressively more vigorous 
so we hope for a May or at the latest an August breeding with conception. 

been 

I guess I told you that Thelma the rhinoceros has/bred back and in 
due course of time we expect another rhino calf. Your second giraffe 
is pregnant. This will make the fourth calf sired by Michael-John and 
we will have to find a home for one of our calves because seven giraffes 
are just too much for our pens. 


We are beginning to see the first signs of spring here now. The 
crocuses are beginning to come up and I notice some of the weeping 
willow trees are turning the bright yellow-green, although today we have 
had about half an inch of snow. 


I had the opportunity to see the selection of pictures that the Geographic 
editor has culled from both my pictures and Nelson's. Nelson took some 
really good pictures, although I have not seen everything. Some day 
I'll have the opportunity to go through them and send you a bunch of 
pictures of Thelma and the children, as well as some of the tea parties 
we had in your back yard and pictures of you and Tony and Mike and 
Ellie. 


Best wishes to all of you, and keep us informed. 


Sincerely yours, 


TUR esa iris Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
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26th February 1969 


Dr. T.H. Reed 

Director ° 

National Zoological Park 
Washington 9 D.C 

U.S.A 


Dear Ted: 


Thank you very much for sending the information about 
the nets which Tony and I found very interesting. 


You might like to see the enclosed which I received 
(through the mail the other day. It supports the point you 
/ made that the dealer section of the animal business does 
not cooperate with the zoos when it comes to protecting an 
endangered species. 


Tony is away up the mountain. They have extended their 
range of activities and now cover a much wider area, He 
is also receiving a lot of cooperation from local people 
who have passed on to him much useful information. I think 
it is just a question of any day now, when we shall hear 
that there is a bongo = or more than one - in the trap. 


_dohn King is soldiering a way on the Capture Committee 
trying to tidy up this business here on the lines that he 
discussed with you, and we are told that Ken Stewart hasn't 
functioned since last October and will not be allowed to 
function until his pens have been entirely rebuilt and have 
been passed by the Game Department. Stewart has explored 
the possibilities of working in Zambia and Botswana but has 
returned here so one can only conclude that he did not get 
what he wanted in the other places, | 


Apropos of the animals offered by Van Den Brink, I have 
recently learned he makes his purchases from a chap called 
Tom Mann who some years ago fell foul of the Game Department 
here and therefore had to move, and who operates in Uganda, 
It seems that he runs a ramshackle sort of a camp supervised 
by a Somali, who often has not sufficient funds to buy the 
necessary foods for the animals. The camp labour has not 
been paid for several months and stays because food is pro- 
vided which is otherwise difficult to obtain owing to the 
severe unemployment situation, The young man who gave me 
this information is called Richard White (his father is a 
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schoolmaster in a Government School in Kampala) and he left 
Mann's employment because he had never been paid. 


Tony is going ahead with the birds and has made some 
new aviaries which are smaller and we think will enable 
us to keep better control of the birds. 


Not much other news at the moment except that we are 
having unseasonal rain ~ whereas now we would expect to be 
burnt up and dry we are green and wet. Our dry season was 
of very short duration. 


I will write again soon with more news. In the mean- 
time best wishes from us all, 


Yours sincerely, Gd th tout- 


Go. 0 Thatch Aobe 


John Seago 
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February 18, 1969 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John, Tony, Thelma, Mike, Winniki; and all the rest, 
neluding Ellie: 


In your last letter, John, you were so right about my being caught 
up in the intricacies of the administrative process. It seems as though 
I had never been away. The Christmas season was an absolutely 
ghastly madhouse, what with the Hong Kong flu, Mark home from 
college, and innumerable small and large crises at the Zoo. Lucy 
spent her Christmas in bed with the flu and was away from the office 
for two weeks, Several of the keepers were down with flu, Sitting 
here reflecting as to what I have been doing really makes me wonder. 
We have been terribly busy and harried. Between the construction 
program, financial and personnel problems, I seem to be involved. 


In my last letter I said something about Pierre Fontaine writing 
to you in regard to bongos. In case you have not heard the sad news, 
I must tell you that Pierre died, very suddenly, of a heart attack on 
December 21. The present director of the Dallas Zoo is Larry O. 
Calvin. 


All our great apes were tested last week, and the process went 
off very well. Iam enclosing a newspaper account of it. 


We think the white tiger is pregnant again; we have had a baby 
Colobus born; Myrt, the giraffe, had a baby on January 10th and the 
other female is pregnant again; and the black rhinos have bred again. 
So all goes well. We have taken on a new reptile man, and the 
pathologist has settled down and ‘s doing a good job. 


We have not had much snow, but the weather continues to be very 
cold. I wish I were back in Africa. 


With best regards to you all, 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
THReed:lqm 


Sorry that Tony's tonsil operation proved so painful. I know how 
he must have felt. It is kind of ridiculous to see a man in the bloom of 
health, such as Tony, incapacitated by a "childhood condition". 


I know that your trip to the Coast must have been wonderful. I envy 
you the experiences of sailing and so forth. 


Iam glad to hear that the books arrived for you to transmit to 
Murumbi. I was real concerned and confused as te why they hadn't been 
accepted on our first mailing. I am very much afraid that the United 
States Postal Service is not as good as it used to be. 


The news about the two new bongo traps is very exciting. Asa 
matter of curiosity I would be interested in knowing where they are in 
relative location to the other traps. This is really not important, only 
to give me the placement of these traps in my own mind. I can see 
where you may have to (as I believe you use the term) ‘Give them 
the scent". 


The number of animals that have been caught in the traps is quite 
imteresting. I can certainly imagine that when you turned the two 
full-grown buffalo and the giant forest hog loose it was quite an exciting 
time. I hope you got some pictures of that. I can just imagine every - 
body high up in the tree opening the trap doors. I can also imagine 
the dejected look on the local men's faces when they saw all that meat 
charging off into the bush instead of to their pots. 


Incidentally, how is Christopher with his various and sundry affairs 
coming along’? Is Stephen still taking them away from him ? 


As you can imagine, many people here in Washington have been) 
asking me about the bongo trapping and I have replied that we caught 
bush buck, buffalo, giant forest hog and the Hong Kong flu. This last 
beast was not mentioned in your letters but it seems to make everybady 
laugh, and we jollily pass over the whole subject of what's going on up . 
in the forest. I am certainly glad that I had the opportunity to see the. © 
forest and to see the actual trapping cperations, since I can understand. 
the difficulty in getting these particular beasts. To those people who | 
visualize Africa as one vast Serengeti Plains stretching from the Red | 
Sea to the Atlantic Ocean with men wearing short pants and pith helmets 
and beautiful women drinking long cold drinks in front of their tents at © 
night, it's difficult to convey the impenetrability of the bamboo forest. 
Unfortunately the National Geographic has all our film tied up, sol 
have not been able to have one of those handy-dandy little pictures of us 
going up the trail with Mike in the lead maybe 25 yards in front of us \ 
and at least 50 yards higher than we are. Oh well, I guess t's like some 
of the war experiences -- if you weren't there it's hard to visualize what, 
did happen. 


Sorry to hear that December was so dry. As I recall, you had 
figured that the bongo would be moving around more in December and. 
perhaps that would be your best trapping chances. 


e & 


October 16th may seem like a long ways away but in the scheme of 
things it really isn't. It seems as though I have been away from you all 
a long, long time, and yet I know that [ haven't. Time seems to go 
much faster these past few years than it did in the days when I first 
came to the Zoo, 


Serry to hear that the fishing was poor down at Mombasa, There 
is quite a feeling here in the United States, at least in Washington, 
that sport fishing is good off Mombasa, I wouldn't be surprised if you 
are seeing more and more of our wealthy men showing up for the 
fishing rather than for the hunting. I'll take you up on that offer of 
going down to the coast and doing a little sailing. I am anxious to see 
both Mombasa and the Northwest Frontier. WhenI do come back I 
think that we should arrange to go up to the Northern Frontier and 
chase down these silly naked mole rats. Our pathologist is quite hep 
on them because he thinks they might be extremely useful for testing 
various cosmetics, so he wants to get a lot of studies done on their 
thermal regulation and actual skin condition. I hadn't realized this but 
most of the cosmetics before they are tested out on young girls are 
tested out on shaved rabbits, and this is not as good as "human skin". 
They have been looking for test animals for years. 


As you may recall, I thought when I left you folks that I would 
return to the United States and devote every Friday morning to going 
to the Library of Congress lboking up things on bongo and really put 
considerable time and effort into this. That was just another idea that 
hasn't worked out. Putting a new pathologist on board, getting a new 
snake man in, in charge of the reptile department, various and sundry 
personnel problems, as well as the TB scare, have occupied a lot of 
my time. You will be happy to know that the X-rays that were just 
recently taken of the gorillas, orangutans and chimpanzees proved |. 
to be negative. At least we could not find any evidence of tuberculosis. 
The skin tests are much weaker this time, in fact there were only | 
two animals who showed any evidence of a skin reaction. It will take 
several weeks to get the cultures that we did on stomach content. It 
looks as though we are going to come up with a beautiful negative, and 
believe me, I am surely glad that is looking that way, although we 
are still continuing treatment on the animals. So, as Shakespeare 
said, 'Much ado about nothing." 


The list of animals you have sounds great, Have you heard anything 
from Philadelphia regarding the pygmy geese’? I had a long talk with 
Gus Griswold and he wanted to know the price of pygmy geese. He | 
thought that he would go in with us on this and give you a real nice 
bunch of animals to get. Iam also sure that Bill Conway and the St. . 
Louis Zoo (Bill Hoff) would want to get involved in this particular thing 
if the price were what they consider "right'’. The colobus monkey « . 
that we want is to be a female. One of cur females has just hada baby . | 
that is a very lovely, very nice animal. She is taking good care of a 
the baby. Strangely enough the chameleons that we have are doing 
better than they have ever done before in the Zoo. That little rascal 
that I took off your hibiscus bush is fat and sassy and doing exception-~ 
ally well. I don't know exactly why these should do better than others 
have in the past. Our new reptile man is trying to evaluate what bee 


é é 


been done differently to make their survival rate and feeding so good. 
Maybe we're just lucky this time. 


How was the big fat party that you were going to throw for the 
guinea fowl’? I would certainly like to hear the details of all the boys 
making up this mash to get the crested guinea fowl drunk. I think 
this would be hilarious. 


John, you and I were once talking in front of the fireplace there at 
your house about the "rocket just beginning te go off''. I really do 
believe that it has started to lift off the pad but it seems to be going 
in the wrong direction. We had Russell Arundel, whom I believe you 
remember, call us up one day and say that he'd like to go to Australia 
and take one of my boys with him, so that John Eisenberg's young 
assistant, Larry Collins, got a 5-weeks trip to Australi to study his 
marsupial carnivorous mice, as well as look into ways and means of 
keeping wombats, tree kangaroos, etc. 


Just the other day Woodward & Lothrop, which is a big department 
store here in town, announced that they would like to work on a deal 
of having all sorts of birds in their window the week after Christmas 
next, and that they would send our bird man all over the Orient to buy 
these birds for them, and actually end up in Nairobi. Then I was 
given the "Conservationist of the Year Award'' by the African Safari 
Club. During my meetings with these people one of the men began 
talking up an expedition to Komodo in the East Indies. This thing may 
get serious, which probably means that my newly hired herpetologist 
will take that one. Then we had Clifford Greenewalt come down and 
say that he would like to take one of our men to New Guinea for about 
two months. As you can see, there is lots of smoke rising up all 
over the place but we don't know exactly what will happen. It's 
interesting that all of these prospects that we have face elsewhere than 
Africa. ButI am still trying to quietly talk up the Ethiopian business, 
so far with no real hot takers. 


Incidentally, on this department store window business, if you all 
want to get involved in it there is the possibility of a nice piece of 
change on this. This would be merely having birds on hand ready for 
shipment at the time that Kerry Muller and George Payne arrive. 
George is the department store executive who will be going on this 
bird-buying exped tion, and he is interested in seeing much of Asia, 
and since he has never been to East Africa he thought they should 
have a window full of African birds. Boy, wouldn't this be a great 
thing for the superb starlings and some of the other types of starlings 
that you have over there, as well as some of the other very beautiful 
birds. Kerry is working up his lists of birds, exhibition and how 
they should be taken care of, so we will give you more information on 
that at a later time. This will all take place in October, For once in 
our lives we seem to be doing a little prior planning on these crazy 
trips. 


John Eisenberg reports from Ceylon that things are going well for 
him, although there are a lot of administrative headaches. It is all 
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compounded by the local conditions, as well as the irascible temperament 
of scientists in the field, all trying to accomplish their own ends, which 
don't necessarily make for the common good. However, he'll be a 

better man for his experiences albeit a few more gray hairs in his beard. 


The Friends of the National Zoo are talking seriously about a 
safari in Africa, so you may be meeting them some day. 


Elizabeth joins me in sending warmest regards. Keep us informed, 
of course; we are anxiously awaiting your cable. lam quite sure that 
you will catch the bongos soon. The reason that I say this is that I am 
getting into my budget season. In just a few more weeks I will be 
deeply committed to the budget, so that 1 will not be able to do anything 
and this almost automatically means that you will have all sorts of good 
news and I will sit here cursing Congress, being completely hand-tied 
and strapped to my desk. However, this is the life that we lead and I 
am only happy that in some small way we can support free men, such 
as yourself. Regards to the children. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H,. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
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Slst January 1969 


Dr. T.H. Reed 
Director 
National Zoological Park 


Washington 9 D.C 


Dear Ted: 


Enclesed is a list of animals which I believe is a’ 
complete true record of the animals you have on order 
with us. Enclosed also is the first list that you gave 
us in your own handwriting. Now that we are in the New 
Year I am making a start on the capture. 


We have built two more Bongo traps now that we have 
been able to study the movements of the Bongo and so have 
a fair idea as to where they are. Whilst they have been 
right up to the traps, as yet they still refuse to go in 
and I can now see that we may have to give them a little bit 
of a push. The new traps have been built with this in view. 


You will be interested to hear hew many animals have 
Deen caught in the traps so far and I enclose a list of 
the dates they were released, 


December was fairly dry and all the Bongo apparently 
moved up the mountain and the same for the most part of 
January, but these last few days it has been raining hard 
and the Bonge have moved down again near the traps, so we 
are now waiting fer the right opportunity to arise so that 
we can attempt to pusn them in. 


It certainly is a leng job but we had expected it to 
be so. Looking back through my diary I see that we only 
completed the first pen on the 16th October so it is not 
that long really. During December and early January there 
were an exceptional number of honey hunters up the mountain 
and maybe they had some effect on the Bongo. Anyway, Ted, 
I can assure you we will not give up until we have caught, 
hewever long it might take. You have been our most Loyal 
supporter all these years and it has become much more than 
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just a business association, and we are determined you 
will have Bongo just as soon as we are able to catch 
them. 


As you remember, the rains when you were out here 
were exceptionally heavy. Well, it seems the weather is 
still not settled as we are supposed to be in the middle 
of the dry season and it is raining like hell. But with 
luck it might mean the long rains as such could probably 
fail. 


John Sutton sent me the enclosed list of foodstuffs 
that he thinks Bongo eat. I hope soon to be adle to sit 
and watch them actually eating so we can say they do eat 
this and that. It would look so much better than saying 
we think this is what Bongo eat here. 


We have just returned from a very short holiday at 
Mombasa. The weather was absolutely gorgeous, but the 
fishing was very poor this year (etherwise I would still be 
down tnere:). There is ne doubt about it that when you do 
come back we must find time to take you down for afew days 
with the small beat. You would enjoy it so much. Can't 
you arrange to bring Elizabeth out with you? 


Everybody is fit and we have been doing a considerable 
amount of streamlining to our organisation. It was very 
kind of you to send me a copy of that long letter you wrote 
John. Amusingly enough when I asked John if there had been 
any mail he said ‘Oh, nothing very important - just another 
copy of the letter that Ted sent us the other day’. When I 
looked and saw it was addressed to me John was quite 
apologetic, so our idea that 1 should knew what is going on 
nearly misfired} 


Soe 


P.S, The list of animals you have on order with us is the 
ene we have had approved by the Capture Committee - 
80 perhaps you could let us know if there are any 
errors. 
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LIST OF ANIMALS CAUGHT IN TRAP AND RELEASED 


2nd December 1968 
Sth December 1968 
25rd December 1968 
ord January 1969 

10th January 1969 


idth January 1969 


ord February 1969 


Male Bushbuck 


Female Busnbuck 


Male Bushbuck 


Full Grown Buffalo 


Giant Ferest Hog 


Bushbuck 
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~ 1950 
ANIMALS AND BIRDS BE CAPTURED —_ WASHINGTON Z00 RECE|\ 


No, and Sex 
1-2 Bonge 
? Add ivienal Bonge 
l-=-@2 Red Duiker 
L-=- 0 Black legged Mongoose 
La % Honey Guide Prarie 
12 Crested Guinea Fowl - 700 
l-1 White Browed Coucal 
8 Kikuyu White Eyes ade 
6 Blue Naped Mousebirds 
8 Violet Backed Starlings 
8 Golden Breasted Starlings 
16 Pygmy Geese 


Peters Finfoot 

Black Tern 

Sand Grouse 

Pygmy Kingfisher 
Malachite Kingfisher 
Hoopoes 

Bush Robins 

Bush Shrikes 


Helmeted Shrikes 
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Colobus Monkey 
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Crested Porcupine 
Dik Dik 

Dwart Mengoose 
Sunbirds 

Naked Mole Rat 


Giant Meliri Chameleon 
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JOHN SEAGO 


c/o Barclays Bank 
P.O. Box 30011 
Nairobi 

Kenya 


Oth February 1969 


Mr. Warren 1lliff, 

Special Assistant to the Director, 
National Zoological Park 
Washington 9 D.C 


Dear Warren: 


I am writing to ask if you would be so 
kind as to let us have the quarantine charges 
at Clifton for Zebras. 


Teny has gone up to the traps again this 
week and we hope to have some exciting news 
for you by the end of the week. 


With best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 


[ofa 


John Seage 
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OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. * 


{ssued by the East African Posts and Telecommunications Corporation 
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Nairobi. 


12. i6 6B 
Dr. T. H. Reed, 

The National Zoological Park, 

Washington, 9 D.C. 


Dear Ted, 


We were very glad to hear from you and to knov 
that you are at least safe and well even if somewhat 
purdened and harrassed. We guessed something like your 
description of woe and harrassment had happened. Do 
hope all is settling down a bit by now and that the 
letters to Yongressmen have not produced more trouble 
for you and that TB innoculations are no longer a 
burning question. 


Thank you for sending us a copy of Desmond’s 
latest. I must say I agree with some of what he has to 
say, and ofcourse the zoo in which he served as | 
curator are the worst offenders in may respects of---~, 
animal care f@w contentment. That Panda with it's 
concrete pen and tree always depressed me. 


I attended that last Capture Committee 
meeting and put your letters and orders before then. 
They have agreed to extra Bongo permits but the 
details have not come across to us because the 
minutes were not written up when I called in 


short safari. 


| Tony's tonsil operation proved to be as 
painful and wearying as the doctor had forecast. 
He also had ¥lue just afterwards so in all it was 
a rotten four weeks for him, 4e is now at the coast 
with the family and John King and I hope to join him 
soon. We late plan to do a recci of the “himbas 
Hills with Ken °mith and see if anything can be 
done about the Sable. 


ice Mike came back yesterday and said that 
Bongos had been alround the trap area. We have 
to date caught Three Bushbuck, three large Buffalos 
and a Giant Forest Hog. We have also caught two of the 
Duikers for you, I think our mixed bag is very 
interesting in view of the fact that Alan Root was 
so insistent tnat no other animals had<« been 
caught in nis traps. 


Alan “oot is now in England undergoing 
an operation ‘with his hand which is bad luck for 
him, Joan is carrying on at present but they have 


asked Julian Tong to look after George Speidel 
who arrives about the 24th of this month, 


Julian arrived at very short notice with his 
wife just as Nelson departed and stayed with Tony 
and Thelma untill the New Year. It is not going 
to be easy to fix him in anywhere but there may 
be a chance with Ted Goss, only a slim chance, 


I'll wkite more fully in a day or two. 
The books have arrived and as soon as the Murumbis 
return I'll pass them on as from you. The Fergusons 
came to tea the other day which Ilmuch enjoyed, 


Very best wishes to you ali, 


bi 
. J ohn Se ago 
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December 31, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John: 
The books that I mailed for you to give to the Vice President 
have been returned to me, marked "Service temporarily 


suspended." I shall have to send them via pouch, which 


will take longer. 


Best regards 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
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December 20, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
P.O. Box 30011 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John, Tony, Thelma, and Mike (my Kenya family) with a large 
jambo and salaam to Winneke and his crew: 


As usual on returning to my cage after a few weeks of freedom, I 
found sufficient problems to get me deeply immersed and foul up 
my proper letter writing, etc, etc. 


The situation at the Zoo is now gradually beginning to get under 
control, I believe. The tuberculosis business was not particularly 
serious as far as the animals are concerned. In fact, we Go not 
even know if the animals have T.B. All we really know is that 

the are reacting to the skin test. They are under treatment and 
are isolated from the public, and their keepers are receiving 
special instructions as to how to care for them and to prevent 
themselves from possibly becoming infected. Next month, about 

the middle of the month, we will again test all of the Great apes. 
At this time we will have either borrowed or rented enough of 

the portable high-powered X-ray equipment to get some chest plates 
on them as well as pass a stomach tubes and do a gastric lavage 
for culturing. Frankly, I don't think our animals have T.B. TI 
think they are just reacting to the test. However, we shall see. 


The main part of the trouble here seems to be with the “personnel” 
or as Desmond Morris likes to call them, “the naked apes.“ We 
have tested, that is, skin-tested all of the employees of the Zoo 
and found, of course, out of 235 people (including the FONZ and 
the employes of the Zoo restaurant) some 67 skin reactors. They 
have all been X-rayed and so far we have found only one person 
with any chest abnormalities and this seems to be either a pseudo- 
tuberculosis or a malignancy. The MDs haven't decided which it is. 
Those people who are reacting to the skin test are receiving medi- 
cation. They will be required to take pilis for an entire year 
and they will be re-checked a couple of times during this year 

as a public health measure. So far this is all straightforward 
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medical problem. Everything is working out the way it should; 
it's all under control; and there is nothing to worry about. 


The “naked ape“ being the creature he is, does not believe this. 
He writes letters to his Congressman and objects to having the 
skin test being done in the Lion House. The "naked ape" does 
not wish to have a skin test of a chest X-ray done on company 
time; he thinks he should draw overtime for this service to 
protect his own health. The “naked ape“ has a mate that writes 
letters to Congressmen accusing the Zoo of infecting her husband, 
etc, etc., and demanding all sorts of interesting things. The 
Congressmen then write letters to the “naked director” and he 
has to spend hours and hours drafting and redrafting answers to 
all sorts of questions. If it were not for the human angle, I 
am quite sure this whole shooting match would be over quite 
readily. 


We've had several zoo-wide meetings trying to explain to our 
keepers and other employees what the problem is and what is being 
done. In actual fact, our employees are just like the apes, and _ 
they are showing up with a skin reaction which neither we nor they 
can prove that they did or did not get it at the Zoo. We know 
that 50% of the residents of the urban inner city in Washington, 
which is the polite way of saying the poor people confined to 

the ghettos, have a skin reaction at age forty. The Zoo's per- 
centage of skin reactions is running about 32 to 33 percent. 


The next step in this procedure is that I'll have to do an analysis 
of the social and ethnic background of the employees of the Zoo. 
This isn't going to really prove anything, except that some people 
like to receive reports. Please understand that I am not the | 
enly one involved in this--John Perry, Werren Iliff, our personnel 
people, as well as senior members of the Animal Department, are 

all running around in circles. The man to really feel sorry for 

is our poor veterinarian because he is trying to placate both 

the animals and the people, and this ain't easy. Tle next install- 
ment will occur in January when we re<-test the animals. Incidentally, 
all the monkeys were tested and they are all negative. In fact, 

we have not seen but two tubercular cases in or monkeys in the 

past fifteen years. Enough of this problem for the present time. 


Our little friend, Desmond Morris, as you may have heard, wrote 
an article in LIFE magazine concerning the shame of the zoos and 
titled this “The Naked Cage.“ I'm enclosing a copy in case you 
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haven't read it. As you will recognize, there are some broad 
swipes at the London Zoo. You will also recognize the imbalance 
of this article. He says what is wrong with some of the zoos, 

and does not say what has been done progressively. I can imagine 
that Herr Professor Doctor Grzimek is writhing at this particular 
article, and I can also imagine that Sir Solly Zuckerman is not 
overjoyed with it. Frankly, I believe he had a lot of good points 
and what he said needed to be said. He could have pointed out 
that there were some zoos that were trying to do these things and 
he could have given examples of the good as well as the bad. How- 
ever, I suppose he's crying all the way to the bank. 


All of this doesn't seem to affect me very much except that I've 
had numerous letters to answer in regard to it. The letters 

start with Congressional mial, letters referred to me from the 
White House, etc, etc., all of which take up an ungodly amount 

of time and it is against my nature to be nice to people who write 
such letters, but being a public servant, I must behave= myself. 
And to think, a few short weeks ago, I was in Kenya: There are 
days, such as right now, when I am reviewing what I've been doing 
since I got back from Africa, and I really wonder what this has 

to do with (1) running a zoo, and (2) with animals. 


Life is not all bad, though. Today we had a pygmy hippopotamus 
born, and I was talking with the head keeper of the large mammal 
division about the impending birth of the giraffee. The oldest 
female should deliver @out the first of the year. which isn't too 
far away. This will make the third calf from “ichael-John and his 
two companions. The emus have been laying eggs and they are in- 
cubating. The Black Swans are sitting on eggs at this time, as 
are the Black-necked Swans, It seems that these Australians and 
South Americans can never adjust themselves. They insist on 
laying their eggs when it is springtime in the Southern Hemisbhere, 
regardless of what the temperature is here in the Northern Hemi-~ 
sphere. The Kiwis continue to eat earthworms like mad with no 
regard for the price that we have to pay for them, but at least 
they are fat and sassy and seem to be doing well. So you see, 

I do get to look at the animals once in a while. | | 


Mike will be happy to know that it is cold and very, very blowing 
today with a few flakes of snow. There is ice on the ponds. Ali 
the leaves are off the trees and it is just dreary as only a | 
miserable December day can be in Washington. Just think, it will 


; = 
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continue to be this way for another two or three months. in 
fact, it will probably even get worse. I really can’t blame 
Julian Tong for not liking Canada after having been in Africa. 
I'm not sure that I like Washington after having been in Kenya. 


Elizabeth and Mary Alyce were delighted to have me return. 

They are in good health and had a million odd jobs for me to 

do around the house; and since I was so happy to return, I even 
did them. It is quite a shock for me to return and realize 
that my daughter is growing up. In fact, it is a horrible 
shock for me to realize that there are probably young men, 

and perhaps some older men, who are looking at her about like 

I was looking at that New Zealand nurse. I think I told you 
before I left that Mary Alyce does not like my beard. Elizabeth 
tolerates it, says it is very nice, except it makes me look 

a little bit older, to which I reply, I feel older. Enough 

of this family nonsense; let's get down to business before I 
freeze to death. 


Today we are sending the check to your bank in New York. If 

am attaching a statement for your information. I finally | 
got my expense account made up for the Smithsonian Institution 
and I'm sure that it will bankrupt the Federal Government but 
then it is not as expensive as maintaining my equal rank and 
position in Vietnam. 


I'm enclosing a price list from an outfit called Vervets in 
Uganda. You will notice that their prices are F.0.B. and do 
not include transportation or quarantine costs. Also, I am 
enclosing a couple of other price lists that may be of interest 
to you just as a kind of comparison shopping. I had @ phone 
call from the Hunt brothers relative to how they could get 
permits to bring in orangutan. I inquired about the prices 
of some of their animals and 1'1] give you some quotations. 
These are delivered to zoos in the United States. 2g 
Wattled Cranes $1100 each; Klipspringers $1400 each; ly {a 
Dikdiks $900 each; and a yellow-back Duiker at $5,000. So = 


i, 
# 


This is what the Hunt brothers are quoting, whether they are 
getting it or not, I don't know. It seems to me that their 
prices are tremendously high. I have seen quotations for 
these animals for less. That is, net the yellow-backed Duiker. 
I have never seen that price quoted. The Dikdik prices seems 
rather high and I have seen Wattled Cranes quoted as low as 
$900 delivered. When you consider that he is not holding 

ox keeping these animals as long as he would like to let on, 
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does make his prices just a bit high. 


Please have Thelma send me a copy of the order I left with you, 
since I just have some rough notes. Also, I'd appreciate knowing 
what you think the price will be for the various animals that we 
ordered, so I can set up next year's budget. I have discussed 
what we can use from Kenya with the keepers and various people 
and I now have an impressive and an unimpressive list at the same 
time. The are as follows: | 


Kerry would like very much to have a pair of Egyptian vultures. 
If these are difficult for you to obtain, I could probably get 
them from the Lisbon Zoo. He would also like a pair of Black- 
bellied Bustards and three pair of the Blacksmith Plover, and 
two pair of the White-winged Black Tern. He also wants two pair 
Lichtenstein Sand Grouse, which I think are pretty tough to get, 
at least that seems to be the consensus of opinion. He'd like 
two pair Pygmy Kingfishers and two pair Malachite Kingfishers, 
one pair Wood Hoopoes. (He was delighted with the fact that I 
had requested you to get some little Pied Wagtails already.) 

He also wants three pair of the White-starred Bush Robins. 
(Those are the ones we saw up in the Bongo camp). He'd like 
one pair Bush Shrike and one pair Helmeted Shrikes. 


Kerry needs a female Violet~backed Sunbird, a female Scarlet~- 
chested Sunbird, and two male Malachite Sunbirds. These are to 
pair up birds that he has already. I am sorry we cannot use 
more sunbirds, but the territory seems to be well defined. Kerry 
thinks this is about all we can stand in our various cages. 


I had an opportunity to talk with Gus Griswold, curator of birds — 
at the Philadelphia Zoo. He does not have room for the Guinea- 
fowl. There is a chance he may be interested in 15 jor 20 birds, 
if the price is what he considers "right" and I don't know what 
that is. I also told him that Tony was in a good position to 
get sunbirds. He should be writing you relative to the stocking 
of the new cages he is developing. 


Incidentally, on the Pygmy Geese, he has one of the Indian species 


which he has had for several years feeding on canary seed. He 
claims most people try to feed them millet but that is too large 
for the little darlings. He also says, in nature, everybody 
thinks these little birds are eating chick-weeds, but actually 
they are searching for the seeds of this plant. So now you know 
as much about Cotton-Teal as I do. Enough about birds, let's 
discuss mammals. 
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In addition to those mammals I have already listed, I would like 
a pair of African-crested procupines. We have had them here at 
the zoo for a long time but there has been no breeding in the 
past two or three years. We believe we have a male and a female. 
I really suspect you supplied these animals to Bill Mann many 
years ago. There has been no introduction since I have been 
here, and as I say, the breeding stopped several years ago. 
Probably we shipped out or traded off our herd bull, if you can 
call him that. Anyway, we would like a nice young pair that 
have been getting fat and sassy off of your manure dump out there. 
I should like two pair of the Dwarf Mongoose. That will give 
you something to do when you are on the coast having a vacation, 
sailing boats. 


We are very anxious to have several pair of the Naked Mole Rat. 
The boys in our scientific research department are all hot and 
bothered about this animal. Surprisingly, Dr. Sauer, our patho~ 
logist, is very much interested in them. He has had considerable 
contact with the cosmetic industry and is thinking these animals 
might be a fantastic useful test animal. If so, this will probably 
mean a source of business for Kenya. It probably will not set 
the world on fire but at least it will be another source of income 
for Seago and Parkinson. On these beasties perhaps I should come 
back with them when I come over in another couple of months. I 
should also like a quotation on the dikdik. What I would like 

to have is about six of the little darlings, probably four female 
and two male. I have decided that we could run these beasties in 
with the white rhinos. It is felt that the little male dikdik 
will really not whip the white rhino. | 


So far as the reptiles are concerned, I would like to have alg 
of the Giant Meliri Chameleon. However, we should not consider 
shipping these until way next June becauee of the problems. 


Incidentally, the little Chameleon I brought with me is doing 
quite well. Everybody got a big kick out of the great zoo 
director going all the way to Africa and returning with one 
chameleon. | 


If at any time in the future you can get any idea about the 
little blue diker, let me know. It may well be out of your 
range, but if you go to Southern Africa (Zambia), you might 
find some there as well as the wattled crane. 


Keep us informed about the prospects in Ethiopia. I am anxiously 
awaiting a cable about the bongo. 
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I have talked to Pierre Fontaine about ordering bongo. I hope 
he will be writing you shortly. 


I am enclosing an order to a pair of Cheetah and am wording it 
so that you can hold them as long as you desire. 


John King and some of the capture crew might be interested in 
the article by Desmond Morris since it shows there is some 
concern ebout the poor trappers. 


I am enclosing a statement as to what I think our bill is. 

Both you and I forgot about the 400 shillings I gave you the 
first day I arrived in Kenya. Please check our figures and 

if they are not right, please let me know. Aliso let me know 

if Nelson Brown paid up as he should. I have not yet had 

an opportunity to see him in detail. We have just said hello 

as he has been busy getting the equipment ready for the pictures 
to be taken at the rocket launch either today or tomorrow. 

We will get together during the Christmaa. 


When I come back to Africa i will have some interesting things 
to tell you regarding the Hunt Brothers' operation in the U.S. 


Tell John King I have not written to the Capture Committee 
because I have had some things to develop here in the U.S. 
that have perturbed me very much. It concerns some of the 
smaller zoos ordering animals and holding them for dealers. 
As soon as I get some clarification on this I will be writing 
him. 


I am sending by surface mail a copy of "The Honey Guides" by 
Friedmann and a monograph on the breeding of the Hornbilis 
by Kilham. These are for your friend, the Vice President, 
to put in his library. Please teli him thanks for a very 
pleasant afternoon and that when I return to Kenya I will 
take him up on his offer th read in his library. 


According to the boys up in camp you should be catching bongo 
about this time provided the rain as stopped. When you get 
one send me a cable. I am about to die of anxiety: 


Mr. John Seago -~ § = 

We are very anxious to get the price on the Pygmy Geese if 

you are interested in handling these since both Gus and I would 
like about twenty-five birds. There may be at least a half 
dozen other zoos adding to this order. 


I am enclosing some slides~-~one for Tony, one for Mike, and 
one for Frences. 


This is all for now. Merry Christmas to all of you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


Enclosures 


cc: Tony Parkinson 


COPY {DIRECTOR'S OFFICE - NzP 


FEB & 1069 
a. 5th November 1968 
RECEIVED Tuesday 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclays Bank 
Box 30011 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear Mr. Seago: 


Would you please capture and ship to the National 
4oological Park, Washington, D.C., U.S.A., the following 
birds and mammals:- 


Red Forest Duiker 

Blk. legged mongoose 

Honey guide - Indicator minor 
Kenya Crested Guinea Fowl (Gattera pachevani) 
White Brewed Coucal 

Kikuyu White eye 

Blue naped Meusebird 

Golden Breasted Starling 
Violet Backed Starling 

Pygmy Goese 

Peters finfoot 


OOP PA PMwWm OD 


knew you will do your usual fine job. I would not 
any of these animals before U.S. Spring, say April. 


Sincerely yours 
(Sgd) T.H. REED 


Director 
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Dear Dr. Reed: 


We were all qiad to have some word from you 
and to know that everything is going well. 


Things are going along nicely here -- no 
major decisions to make, so far. (smile). 


Dr. Gray received a letter from Dr. Poglayen 
(copy enclosed) concerning the rhino. 


Mrs. Reed told me about the excess baggage, 
and I am very sorry about it. I checked 
with Travel and it was their fault because 
they do have a form, but seemingly none of 
the airlines have asked for it and they 
just had not used it. We are going to get 
1+ filled out and sent to you so you will 
Hot have Chat Erouble wien you return and 
of course you will be reimbursed for your 
cost when you left. 


The contractor is still having good weather 
(a little rain Saturday) and they are working 


like little beavers. 


Sounds as if we can look forward to really 
having a bongo. 


Best of luck: 


Sincerely, 


MD wr4 oe 


10/15 
Dear Ted: 
Assume this will reach you dofnitime. 


The Great Kiwi Ceremony went well. The Prime Minister is charming. His nickname 
is "Kiwi." He sang us a song about it. In the midst, Bethea had a heart attack. 
He was off to the hospital in minutes, is now out of intensive care. 


The Los Angeles meetings went well also. WAPT did all the right things. AAZPA 
will have no more spring conventions. The LAZoo is going downhill. True, they 
have reworked many exhibits and will rework others. But there is physical 
deterioration evident. It wasn't built to last. With some exceptions, I like 
it less than when I first. saw it. Some good features. One is the best docent - 
program any zoo has anywhere. Incredible! 270 attractive females have taken 

a 13-week course (for which UCLA may give college credit), passed various 
exams, bought their own uniforms, committed one day a week, plus special * 
calls. Those I talked with around the zoo know more about the animals than 
many keepers dp. .Any one.of them can handle any of the prepared tours, 

graded from K-3 to professional, or the bus tour, or the rainy-day programs. 


I've listed us for an orangutan. We talked here about gorillas, after hearing 
prices like $6500 at L.A. Consensus: best, at present, not to seek an 
even-age m ate for Tomoka. Expensive, difficult to find a really good female 
of that age, and Tomoka's history is not the best. Better to begin with a 
juvenile pair, but no haste. Closed the deal on the’ Pere David. 


Two of the barns at Tankersley's are almost finished, and very good ones, too. 
Water and electricity not in yet, and no fencing. Plans are to have two » 
units operational by end of November, or sooner. 


The investigation report should be here today. The difficult case is being 
tossed to me for decision -- as it should be. 


Brazil schedule unchanged. They've bought me a ticket on Varig. Unfortunately, 
we can't get space on PandAm for the elands until the 27th, by which time 
Paulo and I will be at the Rio meeting. This may require some rescheduling. 
Varig won't carry animals. 


Otherwise, great masses of work, catching up after L.A., trying to shake off 
the cold compounded by the LA smog. Went backpacking last weekend for the 
first time this year. Felt wonderful, even the sore muscles on Monday. 


I dorff think we made it on the Endangered Species bill. Close. Got to the 
Senate floor, on the calendar, but far down. Gutermuth did a wonderful job, 
even a Bhite House call to McCormick and Mansfield. 


Police pay pill actually passed the House. Didn't make it to the Senate. 


OVER 


@ = 


Femelle is now in stage 2 of intro to Niki: they can make contact through 
the bars. He lunges. She keeps just out of reach. Today Clint was more 
optimistic about Tomoka: weight, appearance, etc. Now thinks we might 

do well to seek a mate. So we'll do nothing for the present, since opinions 
are shifting. Russell Arundel writes that he might want to go back to 
Africa, and do we want a mate, and what about "H factor"? From my 

talks with Baudy, I suspect East Africa may not be a good place for 
American citizens to operate just now. 


Just saw Bethea at the hospital. Diagnosis not definite. Still running 
EKG's twice a day, plus Xrays. 


All Smithonsian museums are closing Mondays. 


Monday or Monday-Tuesday closing won't help us enough to matter. Short of 
reducing the collection, which is certainly the last thing we should consider, 
we might gain some relief by other means. We could close a building, for 
example, either altogether or except on weekends. This would reduce keeper 
work. We'll be looking for such expedients and ‘doing work-ups on then, 

though no decisions are likely to be needed until after January 1. We 

have 25 vacancies now, including the 7 new positions. This 18 vacancies, 
versus a normal lapse of 11 or 12. We'll have two or three more shortly, 

but we also have some possible hires. The need will be to take our 

steps in the weas where vacancies occur. 


Talked with Throp about sending two of hhe new female Galapagos to him. 
Proposal: that they be on deposit, on WAPT recommendation; that Hhrop agree 
to put all their progeny under WAPT management; that we have a claim to 
future surplus males; and that he pay air freight costs. 


Sam Beeler told Artis he hoped to be out in June, and presumably back here. 


Moving ahead on contracts, with some bobbles. Contractor about ready to. 
our first floor on new building. 7 . 


Talked with David Scott about the bear sculpture. The sculptor writes that 
he wants us to have it, that it weighs more than half a ton, made of 


porphyry, and worth $18000. Scott will find outmore about him and his work : 
before we take on such a moving job. 


Don B reports we got the Bean Award for the elf owl. I'd left by then. 


More anon. Hope all your plans go well! 


OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 5010-107 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Memorandum 


TO : Bongo File DATE: October 1, 1968 


FROM : T. H. Reed 


SUBJECT: Talk with Dr. Henry Setzer of S. I. 
Bongo on Mau escarpment on the slopes of Mt. Kenya. 
Bongo would rather go under than jump. 


In West Africa they appear somewhat in small bands. Apparently, 
in Kenya there is more soladary. 


It has been reported by some that they will eat bark; other 
say, no. It 1s also reported that- they are suppose to eat 
rottening wood from fallen trees. 


Aparently, bongo are browsers. 


There is a Hynax in that area. Subspecies on Mt. Kenya which is 
long haired. 


In Telki Valley on Mt. Kenha the Black Fronted Duiker is reported 
to live high in the mountain and takes the cold well. Also the 
Red or Natal is cold adapted (from Southern Africa).. 


The Blue Duiker lives in the Kakamega Forest of Western Kenya. 


Duff MacKay in the Nairobi Museum has worked in Mt. Kenya area. 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-107 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Memorandum 


- Bongo File DATE: SePE- 27, 1968 


T.H. Reed 


SUBJECT: 


Ken Stewart does trappings for Mr. C. C. Irving of Greenfield, 


Indiana. 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


Annie see 
Diggs OFFICE -NZP 
SEP © ¢ 1968 
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AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 
OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 


Issued by the Postmaster General. East Africa 
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Issued by the Postmaster General, East Africa 
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September 17, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 

Mr. D, A. Parkinson 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John and Tony: 


It was really great hearing your voice a week ago Sunday. It 
sounded as if you were real close by. Modern communications are 
fantastic. We were all glad to know that Tony is better and we 
hope he is on the full road to recovery by now. 


As the plan stands now we will leave here on October 8th in 
the evening, fly to London, and be in Nairobi on a BOAC flight 
in the afterncon or late evening. I will send you further informa- 
tion as to the exact flights. 


It is interesting that Tony is going to have the locals check the 
traps. Iam looking forward to picking Tony's brains about bongos. 
I will be interested to hear about Alan Root. The latest rumor is 
that he has three bongos. If this is true, I suspect that our interest 
in them has stimulated him. This is all to the good. The more 
people that have bongos, the more chance we have of breeding and 
perpetuating them in captivity. 


We will see how things werk out. As you know, the IUDZG is 
in Pretoria on the 15th and the meetings last until the 20th. I have 
no particular time to return, although the District of Columbia is 
mak ng noises about budget hearings. We will all hope that I don't 
get caught in this mess. : 


Ever since you said how far the camp would be away from civili- 
zation, I have been trying to get myself in good physical condition. 
One doesn't realize in what awful shape this office life gets one. This 
morning I walked tc work, about four miles, and it tock me an hour 
andahalf. Sunday, after talking to you, 1 walked along the Canal 
bank for 13 m les in 3 1/2 hours and I was so stove up that I could 
barely hobble around for two days. Lucy just told me that when Bill 
was in Tanganyika he once walked 52 miles in 24 hours. She doesn't 
know what he did the next day, though. 


We are locking forward to seeing you about October 9th. 


Best wishes. 
S.ncerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 


TR 6a. 
Be ©ed:lqm Director 


BANKERS = C/O BARCLYS BANK 
BARCLAYS BANK, NAIROBI BOX 30011, NAIROBI 


BARCLAYS BANK, NORWICH | DIRECTOR'S OFFICE 2 NZP KENYA 


CHARTERED BANK, NEW YORK PHONE KABETE 330 
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E. A. MANAGER:- 


D. ANTHONY PARKINSON | RECEIVED 


NAIROBI 


Sth September 1968 
Dr, Theodore H. Reed, 
National Zoological Park, 


Washington D.C. 20009 


Dear Ted: 


We all very much appreciate your kind thought to tle- 
phone us yesterday and of course were immensely relieved to 
hear that you are unable to leave America before October 8th 
because Tony was very worried that he would have been unable 
to get everything ready in time. 


We rather agree with your opinion of the Bronco as the 
few demonstrations here don't seem to be very satisfactory 
so I will do everything I can to secure a Toyota or Land Rover, 


Don't worry about any photographs of preparation that 
Nelson Brown may like to have because all this can be done at 
a suitable site away from the catching area. 


Tony has now decided that he will rely on local people 
only to visit the traps because the bongo are used to the scent 
that these chaps leave behind them when walking about the 
forest collecting their honey. 


Tony has also compiled some very interesting notes and has 
learned a lot about bongo movements. 


We have discovered some interesting aspects about the Alan 
Root operation about which we will tell you when you arrive. 


Mike returned at the weekend and reported to Tony on the 
area that he-had covered and he goes off today to cover the 
remaining two areas that Tony wishes to explore before making 
his final selection. He will then have covered a vast stretch 
of country and will be able to select his site from actual know— 
ledge rather than hearsay. 


The alterations to the guest house are completed and 1 think 
you will find them a great improvement. I confirm that Nelson 
Brown can base himself here and we will cater for him and 
purchase for him equipment such as blankets, camp bed etc., 
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AN AIR LETTER SHOULD. NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 
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With best wishes from us all, 
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tell him to let us know. 


John Seago 
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BANKERS Ed C/O BARCLYS BANK 
BARCLAYS BANK, NAIROBI JOHN SEAGO BOX 30011, NAIROBI 


BARCLAYS BANK, NORWICH KENYA 


CHARTERED BANK, NEW YORK PHONE KABETE 330 
CABLES C/O BARCLADOM, 
E. A. MANAGER:- 


NAIROBI 
D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 


Dr. Theodore H. Reed, 27th August 1968 
Director, 
National Zoological Park, 


Washington D.C 


Dear Ted: 


Since my last letter to you Tony returned unexpectedly to 
make some repairs to the front suspension of the Land Rover 
which was nearly ripped off in some ough going. He was off 
again this morning and we don't expect to see him until next 
Monday, today being Tuesday. eo 


We were discussing the requirements of a vehcle with a 
friend of ours, Peter Hughes, of Hughes Limited, P.O. Box 30060 
Nairobi, who are the Ford agents for the whole of East Africa, 
and he showed us a Foed Bronco which came over for some 
demonstration purpose, and which is not now required. Peter 
thought that Fords, if approached by either the Smithsonian 


it to us for the whole pericd%tthe the bongo expedition. As far 


or the National Geographic, re very well be willing to lend 
a 


as we can see it would serve very well, although not as com- 
fortable inside as a Toyota. Peter Hughes is very keen on this 
idea because he sees a possibility of local publicity for the 
Bronco which is very little known in this country. 


The suggestion is that either the Smithsonian or the 
National Geographic should approach Mr. §8.G. Leane, Export 
Sales Operation, Ford Motor Company, P.O. Box 600, Wixom, 
Michigan. 3 


I have also made enquiries with the agents of the Toyota 
to see if there is anything doing in that line. If either of 
these enquiries fail then we will hire a vehicle for you, 
either from Tony Harthoorn or some other source, 


It seems to me that it would be sensible to secure 
bedding etc. and a small hiking tent for Nelson Brown as well 
as for yourself, and we will have the whole thing ready by 
the time you arrive, so there will only be a few extra 
clothes to buy once you are here. And I suppose we can 
charge Nelson Brown's equipment to the National Geographic and 
it does not have to come out of the funds allotted to our- 
selves. 
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Sender’s name and address: 


AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT.CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 
OR:-SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 


A heavy grey cloud base is very low so that all the 


high ground spends most of the day in fo 
rain in various parts but not mu 


Nairobi. 
With very kindest regards from us all, 
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Kenya. 
John Searo 


Issued by the Postmaster. General, East Africa 
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D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 


NAIROBI 


26rd August 1968 


Dr, Theodore Reed, 
Director, 
National Zoological Park, 


Washington D.C 


Dear Ted: 


We did not receive your letter of August 13th until the 
day before yesterday and sent you an immediate cable, because 
very much to our surprise you suggested coming on September 
lst, whereas we had never visualised anything before September 
20th and even in earlier letters we have suggested that you 
should come after the Pretoria Conference, 


Tony has completed two very thorough recces on foot, 
one on the East side of Mount Kenya, which is an enormous 
area to cover, and one on the Aberdare Mountains, which he 
has ruled out. He also found that the East side of Mount Kenya 
was very inaccessable and wherever they went they were unable 
to get any vehicles within at least seventeen miles of the 
catching area, There was also a great deal of other game, 
particularly elephant and buffalo in both places, which 
seriously interfered with their operations and Tony is of the 
opinion that traps etc. would be set off or completely wrecked 
by other game before they had a chance to catch bongo, Also 
on several occasions they had to lay up for a few hours and 
wait until elephant had moved out of the area before they could 
continue on their way. He is now off again to another area 
and we don't expect to see him before the end of next week. 


I am quite sure when you are here and see the kind of 
country in which we have got to work you will fully appreciate 
why it takes so long to cover any amount of country on foot 
and to select the best locality for our operations. 


As outlined in my last letter to you of August 14th, 
having selected the site and put up the camp we think it is 
absolutely essential to leave the area for a short time before 
moving in with yourself and Nelson Brown, otherwise I don't 
think you would see anything or stand a chance of getting any 
photographs. 


I still think that the idea of you coming here after the 
Conference is by far the best time, and that if you then first 


- | 


Dr. Theodore Reed (cont) 23rd August 1968 


go to Mrs. Roberts and visit what National Parks you want to. 
see, which would presumably take a few days, the bongo site 
would then have had sufficient time to recover from any 
disturbance we had made and that we could move up there and 
that you would have the best chance of seeing some of the 
operation. As I have already said we visualise that this 
catching business will take us at least six months, 


Of course you come here to the guest house = that goes 
without question — and I am very glad to put up Nelson Brown 
if you don't mind sharing the little house with him. It 
might be much more convenient to have everybody together. 


We can get sleeping bags and blankets here, also ex-Army 
working coats and jackets at quite reasonable prices and s0 
you don't need to bring anything like that. I think one formal 
suit might be a good idea, a good thick sweater and one or two 
heavy shirts. W® can also buy very light plastic raincoats here 
at about 93 which woul do very well for slipping over working 
clothes emé¢ in case it rained heavily in the forest. If your 
weight allows bring a good pair of jeans, but quite good working 
jeans can be bought here for about $7. We can buy heavy 
sweaters herefor about #10 so there is no point in your 
incurring additional baggage charges. We can buy very comfortable 
canvas jungle boots, with rubber soles, lacing half way up the 
leg, which Tony uses for tramping about the mountain. These are 
not waterproof but Tony says you get wet anyway so what matters? 
In short, there is a wide selection of suitable stuff here, Ted, 
which would not be more expensive than in The States so I should 
therefore concentrate on normal things for your luggage allowance 
and get extra things here. We will arrange to get beds, sleeping 
bags and also arrange for vehicles. 


We are all looking forward to having you here, but are also 
anxious that the very limited time you have shall be used to the 


best advantage and I am absolutely convinced that you should 
not arrive here before the end of September. 
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August 19, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
P.O. Box 30011 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John: 

Your letter of August 14 was most welcome becaused it relisved 
much of the tension that was building up as well as answered 

so many questions I had asked and some that were still in my 


mind. 


I hope Tony will be successful in locating a good site and 
that everything moves along as you are planning. 


As of now I shall plan to leave here about September 24 via 
Pan American Airline and will arrive in Nairobi September 26. 


I hope I have not caused you undue labor at your little guest 
house by saying that I preferred staying there and I am sure 


I will enjoy breakfast on the terrace. 


Elizabeth is quite happy over the change in my time of arrival 
as it means that I can now see Mark off to college. 


Best wishes to all of you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
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DIRECTOR'S OFFICE - NZP 


Dr. Theodore H. Reed, | AUG 17 1988 
Director, 

National Zoological Park, | RECEIVED 
Washinton D.C. 20009 — : 


4th August 1968 


Dear Ted: 


Thank you very much for your letter and for placing $7000 
in the Chartered Bank, and also for enclosing with your letter 
the copies of your statements etc. for the fiscal officer, 
which I think you have worked out very well indeed, 


I see no reason why Nelson Brown should not take photographs 
with a treadle at night and I am sure a suitable location could 
be found when he arrives. I am doubtful whether they would 
permit this to be done in the National Park itself. However, 

I will leave the question of the Park until a friend of ours, 
Ted Goss, comes up to Nairobi to take over the wardenship of 
the Nairobi National Park. 


Very interested in the slide that you enclosed. 


Tony and Mike are away on another recce and we don't expect 
them back before the beginning of next week, by which time I hope 
Tony will have been able to decide on the site where he intends 
to make traps. He is having a certain amount of difficulty in 
selecting the best area for us to use. 


Once the camp site is selected we shall send up a larger 
team to erect the traps and necessary pens. We would then like 
to vacate the area for at least three weeks to allow the animals 
to recover from any disturbance that we have made during the 
building operations. We then plan to site the camp some distance 
away from the catching area and then will approach the actual 
cetching area in small units on foot. 


in a previous letter I suggested that you should not come 
before September 20th at the earliest and in view of the fact 
that Tony has had to make another recce before being able to 
decide on his operation area, I think it would be wise for you 
not to arrive here before the beginning of October. We would 
then be at the beginning of operations. W& have allowed a total 
period of six months for the catching of three, but we might be 
very ltteky and catch one during the first month that you were 
here, but I don't see that there would be anything of interest 
to watch from your point of view before the beginning of October 


and I feel you should not waste any of your limited time here 
watching us erect ps and waiting whilst equ@mpens is carted*“up 
the mountainside. i CVE, 


Dll 


We will get together all the quipment, sleeping bag etc. that 
we think you will need in the rather cold camp site up the moun- 
tain, We have..ordered a tent. for you which will be ready by the 
end of this month.” 1° don*t’ think any of this will cost more here 
than in The States. and has got to be paid for somewhere along the 
line, and will reduce the amount of baggage which you will have 
to bring with yov,-.0:~ ~~», 


ee Fee 
= ee —_ F fs 


I am immensely looking forward to your returning here and 
living in my little house again, and I have made a4 terrace so 
the few days we spené in the house we can breakfast outside. 

With very best wishes from us all, 
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John Seago 
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Dr. Theodore H. Reed ~) Aye” DATE: August 14, 1968 
Through: Mr. Bradley ee 


Assistant Secretary (Science) 


Appointment of Mr. Nelson H. Brown as collaborator on Smithsonian 
Institution-National Geographic Society Expedition to East Africa 


The appointment of Mr. Nelson H. Brown of the National 
Geographic Society as a collaborator is approved for a six month 
period effective August 15, 1968, during which time he will work 
with the Smithsonian Institution-National Geographic Society 
Iuxpedition to East Africa. 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


August 13, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
P.O. Box 30011 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John: 


Things are moving along rapidly here and very shortly the photo- 
grapher from National Geographic, Mr. Nelson Brown and I will be 
leaving for Nairobi. We have to make some decision fairly rapidly 
sO I am asking for your assistance. 


I hope you have my last letter in which I informed you that $7000 
has been deposited in your account at your New York bank. For 
once the Government seems to be operating in a logical manner. 


i. We would like to know the general area in which we will be 
trapping, in relation to some fixed point. Unfortunately the 
only maps I have are of the National Park. I assume it will be 
the Aberdare Mountains. 


2. We understand the elevation might be as high as 10,000 feet. 
What kind of clothing should we bring? At the present moment 

I have a pair of three-quarter boots, underwear, a formal business 
suit, and white shirts, Would it be easier to buy clothing in 
Nairobi for the field? Should we bring raincoats, rain -~gear, 
sleeping bags, sweaters, wool shirts, etc? Your advice will 

be very much appreciated. 


3. Would it be convenient for you to put us up in your guest 
cottage? Frankly, I am partial to your guest cottage. Naturally 
we would certainly not wish to impose upon you and of course would 
reimburse you. This will be Mr. Brown's first assignment out of 
the country. He is a young man, about 30 years of age. I feel 

a little more responsible. for him than I would if he were an old 
hand. There is one advantage--he will not be telling us what to 
do. 


4. Depending on time, the weather, and what happens, we will 

want to visit Mrs. Roberts and some of the national parks. I 

will want to rent a car from you or perhaps write to Dr. Hawthorne 
and rent a jeep from him. 


= ad 


Mr. John Seago -~ 2- | August 13, 1968 


5. The National Geographic would like very much to get a shot 

of the bongo in the wild, as I have stated in previous letters. 
To this extent they have been experimenting with the strobile 
light which I have also described previously. I am quite sure 
Tony does not want to use this in the trapping and I am wondering 
bf he would want to try this in the national park some place 

that is permissible? 


I realize the chance of getting a bongo picture is very remote 
and we will probably end up with pictures of bush pigs or other. 
animals that use the trail. I have impressed upon everybody 
concerned that this is not a photographic mission and that Tony 
is in charge of the trapping operations and his word is final. 
Your thoughts and suggestions would be appreciated. 


6. Time of departure. I have given this a good deal of thought. 
I really think we should leave here about September 1 even if 
you are not ready to go into camp until around September 15. 

This would give me time to visit the museum, Mrs. Roberts, and 
some of the other people I hope to see. I am sure Nelson will 
like to see some of the other places also. I think I could 

go back and spend all my time in Tsavo, but then there would be 
Serengetti, etc., etc. So we would like to leave about Septem- 
ber 1. With the Labor Day holiday on September 2, we may not 

be able to leave until later in the week. Would this be agreeable 
to you? Does it cause you any inconvenience? Let me know. 


There may be a number of zoo directors coming through Nairobi on 
their way to Pretoria. Some of them are Roger Conant of the 
Philadelphia Zoo (he replaced Preeman Shelly who retired) and 
Len Goss from the Cleveland Zoo. I suspect some of the others 
will be Don Davis from Colorado Springs and Bill Conway of the 
New York Zoo. Pierre Fontaine will go on to Pretoria and perhaps 
return by Nairobi. 


I am anxiously awaiting a reply from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


ec: D.A. Parkinson 
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Mr. James Bradley August 1, 1968 
Acting Secretary 
Dr. S. Galler 


Theodore H. Reed 


Honorary Appointment of a Collaborator on Smithsonian Institution- 
National Geographic Society Expedition to East Africa 


I would like to have Mr. Nelson H. Brown of the National Geo- 
graphic Society's Photographic Department receive an honorary 
appointment to serve as my collaborator on the forthcoming 
Bongo Expedition to Kenya. | 


Mr. Brown has worked at the National Geographic for the past 
five years, specializing in photographic electronics, as well 
as being familiar with all other phases of photography. He 

is currently completing his last term for a Bachelor of Science 
degree in electronic engineering. 


This six month appointment, to be effective August 15, 1968, 
will serve to facilitate his entry into Kenya as an official 
member of my staff and thereby insure the overall effective- 
ness of the expedition. 


Mr. Brown resides at 3424 Terrace Drive in Alexandria, Virginia. 


August 1, 1968 


mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
p.o. Box 30011 
Wairobi, Keny® 


Dear John: 
r have received your letters of July 24 and 27. 


We have authorized our fiscal division to place in your account 
at the Chartered Bank in New York $7000. A COpy of our statement 
to the fiscal division is enclosed. Since you aid not mention 
where and how you wanted this money, I assumed this to be the 
best way to handle it. Our fiecal division states the trans~ 
action will be completed within the next three or four days. 


Jack Fletcher, the photographer, whom t mentioned in my letter 
of July 19, has been promoted within the National geographic 
and will not be able to come to Keny®@- They have put in his 
place to come to Kenya a fellow by the name of Nelson Brown 
who has been working W equipment we have here. 
What he would like ve the study is to place 
the treadle in a non-game ke night photographs of 
whatever comes down the trail. This of course, does not have 
to be in the trapping area. It could well be done in the 
national park, if this is permissible. | 


I am enclosing @ slide I have taken of the ory*- Actually, it 
was taken by the ory* as you can see from the clock in the 
background, It was taken quite late at night. 


My anxiety about arriving in Kenya is inereasing more and more 
as well as my desire to hear about Tony's trip into the 


mountains. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
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BANKERS & @. BARCLYS BANK 


BARCLAYS BANK, NAIROBI BOX 30011, NAIROBI 
BARCLAYS BANK, NORWICH KENYA 
CHARTERED BANK, NEW YORK PHONE KABETE 330 

So A AGER. CABLES C/O BARCLADOM., 


D. ANTHONY PARKINSON NAIR OBi 


DP. T.H. Reed, — 24th deed 1968 
Director, | 

National Zoological Park, 

Washington ] D. I.-C. ee 


Dear Ted: 


Some time ago Simon Trevor was offered a very nice commis- 
sion from a film company which would carry him for some six 
months with probably a follow on afterwards, but as he would 
very much have liked to work with us on the bongo operation he 
has delayed accepting hoping we might hear something from the 
National Geographic. But he has been asked by the film com- 
pany to make up his mind because they want to clarify their 
own plans and so he has decided to accept their offer, which 
means that he will not be available to us. I hope you will 
meet when you come over to join us and in the meantime Simon 
has asked me to tell you how very much he appreciates your 
efforts to secure him the assignment. 


Tony has made an aerial recce and after consultation with 
Bill Woodley of the Aberdare Parks has more or less decided 
upon a working area, We have got most of our equipment together 
including tents etc, and have finished preparing the vehicles 
so we are ready to start. 


fy I am a bit pushed for ready cash and you mention in your 
# last letter that you have only to say you have received a cer- 

# tain amount of work from us and you can authorise a payment. 

' “J It would be a great help if I could have $2000 during the 
next two weeks. Would you therefore please let me know in 
what form you would like the account presented, For example 
we have carried out two recces by Land Rover and one by air 
and have bought tents and equipment suitable for camping at 
high altitude, and have overhauled one of our vehicles 

1 a for this expedition. A total outlay involving some 


With kindest regards from us all, 
Yours very sincerely, 


John Seago 
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July 19, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
P.O. Box 30011 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John: 


I guess by now the matter of Alan Root is pretty well settled. The 
photographer wid will come from National Geographic will either be 
Jack Fletcher or Bob Sisson. Both are excellent photographers. 


Sisson, at present, is in Alaska doing a photographic story on sea 
otters. Jack Fletcher is doing some experimental work with our 
scimitar-horned oryx relative to remote night photography. He 

has a camera set up that is connected to a treadle built in the 
ground near their feeding station. The treadle is set for 15 


pounds of pressure and when the animal steps on it, the strobile 
light takes his picture. We find here at the Zoo that in many 
instances the wild animals do not react the same to the strobile | 
flash as they do to a sudden burst of light. The camera rewinds. 
automatically. He is working with one that will take 36 pictures 

and another that takes 250 pictures. This all seems very interesting. 


Last week I went to Cleveland to visit the bongo there. I am quite 
sure that the female, Karen, is pregnant. At Cleveland, the bongo 
are not considered more difficult to take care of than the eland 
although they do get very special care and are exhibited separately. 


I am sorry to hear that Alan Root is established in a good area. 
However, I am sure Tony is the best qualified man to catch the 
animals and that we will come out of this very well. As for Alan 
Root catching one bongo in six months, the question that comes to 
my mind is how much time did Alan devote to the capture of the 
animal? Did he actually capture the bongo or did some of the 
natives find it for him? My»reason for asking this is because I 
happen to know that Alan is doing several different things. How, 
ever, we should not worry about him as we have our own problems. 


Mr. John Seago -~2- July 19, 1968 


I had lunch with David Challinor yesterday and he gave me quite an 
interesting report on you and your operation. He is a 100% Seago/ 
Parkinson man which does not surprise me at all as I have been 
that way for years. Dave was telling me about a trap you are 
planning to make. It sounds quite ingenious. I presume you have 
all the mechanism and know-how for making it but if there is any- 
thing I can do to help on this end, let me know. Dave was very 
much impressed with the physical condition of your animals and 
also with the relationship between you and your personnel. 


When I come to Nairobi I want to meet a man by the name of Ven 

Fey who is suppose to have a vast source of knowledge about bongo, 
according to Len Goss in Cleveland. Also, Dr. Ripley has suggested 
that I meet several of his friends in the museum, particularly 

Mr. Williams, the bird man. I also hope to visit and see some 
other parts of the country, but my main object is bongo. 


Regarding the eland in South America, we have heard nothing. We 
may have some work for you on this later on but I will know before 
I come to Africa. We at the National Zoo have offered to house 
some fresh caught elands from you and then ship the babies to 
South America. They will pay the shipping charges and we would 
work on a share basis. I will keep you informed. 


Some weeks ago I wrote you concerning some shoebill storks, duikers, 
a black-legged mongoose, and female mangabeys. Have you given any 
thought to these animals? As I am trying to set up my budget for 
next year, I would like to get some more money going your way. 


In reviewing your letter of May 7, you said you expect dry weather 
from the end of June to mid-October. So you can count on my bsing 
there sometime the week of September 15. I agree with you that 

we should go directly into camp. The Pretoria Conference starts 
October 15. I don't really have to do to the Conference and would 
much rather spend the time with you. However, if the rains come 
about the time of the Pretoria meeting, then I will go there. I 

am anxiously awaiting to hear about Tony's reconnaissance findings. 


Are there any materials that should bring? Are there any items 
that you will need that I can bring? There is one thing I do 


Mr. John Seago -~3- July 19, 1968 


wish you would do for me and that is suggest something that I 
could bring to Thelma and to the kids. I would certainly appre- 
ciate having this information. What about film? Should I bring 
extras for you or just what I will need? 


I believe I have everything in readiness for the trip. I shall 
be anxiously awaiting a letter from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
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Dr. T.H. Reed, RECEIVED 

Director, ——— 
National Zoological Park, 

Washin 29 D.C 


Dear Ted: 


Tony and I have been discussing your last letter which ~ 
arrived yesterday, which I acknowledged in a penned note 
at the bottom of the letter I had just written, On second 
thoughts we think that September lst is a bit early because 
we anticipate that Tony will have to make two or three 
recces in several areas before being able to decide on the 
most suitable area for these operations. At the moment 
Alan Root is installed in what would appear to be one of the 
best places in the Aberdare Mountains outside the Aberdare 
National Park. 


We both feel that it would be far better to have conm- 

pleted the refces and established a camp before you arrive 

here, and so I think your original suggestion of somewhere 

about mid September or September 20th is far better.\\If this 

clashes with the Pretoria Conference well then come here 

after the Conference, because bearing in mind that Alan Root x 
{hes caught one bongo in six months we visualise that our 

catching operations will carry us well into the New Year. 


You very kindly sent me a photostat copy of a price list 
which you had received from Van den Brink of Soest. Unfore- 
tunately I have mislaid this and I would be most grateful if 
you could send me another copy. 


With best wishes from us all, 
Yours very sincerely, 


PAR AVION 
*AEROGRAMN 


Director, 
es Netional. Zoological Park.,........ 
: WASHINGTON 9 D.C., 
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10th July 1968 
Dr, +. Reed, 


peta | DIRECTOR'S OFFICE - NZP 

National Zoological Park, f a eee 

Washington D.C JUL 1 <. i968 | 
RECEIVED 


Dear Ted: | 
Thank you very much for your letter of July lst. 


Yi: Everything seems to be going very well so far. Tony 

is making various experiments with his trap, getting things 

ogether and plans his first recce for the 15th of this 

month. He has already been in touch with Bill Woodley of 
the Aberdare Park, who has offered advice. ———————— 


We think your suggested time of arrival here fits 
in very well and will write later about clothing and any 
other bits of equipment when we have more idea where we 
will be. I do hope you can give yourself at least a month 
here, 


ery good company and very interesting. He and I spent quite 


We all very mich injoyed David Challéner and found him 
a 
lot of time together. 


When we have made a recce and done various other things 
we can consider the question of payments in some detail, but 
at the moment I don't think it is necessary to take any 
action on that one. 


I do hope you understand our position regarding the 
camera man from my last letter. Tony and I both feel that 
we cannot have Alan Root with us on this particular expedi- 
{ton and perhaps if Simon Trevor does not come up to the 

eyuirements of the National Geographic they can produce 
an outside man of their own.’ 


Very glad to hear the wildebeest have bred so well for 
you - very encouraging = and perhaps white rhinos take a 
m longer time over these matters than we realise but let us 
hope they do produce eventually. We do know the pair that 
Hartley had running round his farm did not mate for 
keven years, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: JUL 3 9b 
Memorandum RECEIVED 
TO . THR DATE: 7/8 


FROM - : JP 


suBjEcT: BONGO 


de 


Dave Challoner is back. Septn time with Seago. Seago now has the 


permit. You'll want to chat with Dave. 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


5010-108 


X 


July 5, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
P.O. Box 30011 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John: and Tony: 


Do not worry about Alan Root. Idn'thow who the still photo- 
grapher from National Geographic will be but I have been 
successful in keeping Alan Root out. 


I am ready to come over at any time. Would September 1 be 
a good date for you in relation to catching bongo or would 
you rather have me come the middle of August? Perhaps we 
had better wait until after Tony has made his first re- 
connaissance. As of the present moment tL am planning on 
September 1 just because I have to have a date. 


Whether I go to Pretoria after Nairobi Will depend on how 
many bongo we have. Next Thursday I am going to Cleveland 
to visit Len Goss and his two bongo. 
Anxiously awaiting word from you, I am 

Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H, Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


@ . oe 
DIREGiGa . OFFICE - Nzp 6/0 P.O. box 30011, 
Nairobi, 
JUL 8 1968 


RECEIVED 
pe, FT. BH. Reed, 
Director, ‘ 
The National Zoological Park, 
Washington 9 D.C. 


Dear Ted, 


Tony is getting on with his preparation 
work and has designed some quite good traps. In the 
ben Pian this Bongo of Alan Xoot's thrives and is 
Erowing rapidly. 


We have heard a rumour that Alan Xoot is 
& possible candidate for the job of photographer on 
our Bongo operation, As he is in direct competition 
With us in the catching of Bongos we do not wish to 
have him working with us in closeBssociation on our 
expedition, in fact we could not ‘afford to. At the time 
his name was first mentioned no one knew that he nad 
already got a team of chaps working on catching Bongos 
in an area which was already booked by another trapper 
and as I've already explained there was a certain 
amount of ill feeling about it all. Now it all has 
come out in the open and it seems that he nas two more 
to catch for Milwaukee, 


Alan *oot has a tendency to do things first 
and ask permission afterwards, and as far as the 
National Geographic are concerned he probably produces 
the goods, but it is not our policy. We would prefer to 

Xx have a man from outside or someone like Simon Trevor, 


whose attitude islike our own and who enjoys the 
confidence of both Game Dept. and National Parks. 


It is a little difficult to put this over 
to The National Geographic and I wondered if you could 
wee, DOSSLDIY drop them a hint and explain the situation. 


i We are all very well and much looking forward 
BO your arrival here. Let us xnow what date you heve in 
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July 1, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairebi, Kenya 


Dear John and Tony: 


In revic wing the bongo project I find I haven't written you since June 1 
and here it is the first of July. My apologies to you, gentlemen. It has 
been a rather busy month for us, but then all months are busy so this is 
no good excuse. 3 


I am in receipt of John's letter of June 12 and his letter of June 20. 


On June 20 there was a letter sent from Dr. Ripley to the Honorable 
Glenn W. Ferguson, the American Ambassador to Kenya. Mr. Ferguson 
is now apparently fully informed and I anticipate that David Challinor has 
visited him and that David has filled him in completely. Last weekT 
received a telephone call from the Smithsonian Institution stating that they 
had a letter from David Challinor, that he had visited you, and that also 
the permits to capture the bongo had been issued by the Government of 
Kenya and that you were proceeding with the field studies. 


I think the only thing of importance I have to discuss in this letter is 
the relationship of Simon Trevor. The National Geographic will unfor- | 
tunately have to make their own selection of a still photographer. They ve 
do not plan to use this story as a motion picture pre sentation. They will 
have a 35 mm. still camera man. AsI say, I have sugested Simon Trevor 
for this but the picture editors don't seem to be overwhelmingly excited 
about it. At the present moment I do not know what their plans are. I 
will keep working for Simon. 


The next question I have is what about payments? The way the Smith- 
sonian is set up, I can make payments either during the operation or at 
the end of it, or however you wish. The payment is apparently fairly 
simple. I have to make a statement that | have accepted so much of your 
work and that's apparently it. Please let me know how you would like 
to have this done. 


The next thing is some sort of idea on time schedule. Perhaps it is too 
early to discuss this. Perhaps Tony needs to come back from his first 
reconnaissance before he can give an estimated time. The way I now have 
it set up tentatively is that 1 would leave some time in September and stay 
until mid-October. I have made application for a passport and all that sort 


of stuff, and am getting my shots, so lam ready to go pretty much at 
a moment's notice, 


Any suggestions as to what I should bring with me in the way of 
clothing, equipment or any supplies and material that you need’? Please 
let me know. 

I guess that's about all I can add to the confusion right now. Your 
wildebeest have had five babies this year. The herd is doing quite nicely. 
The Cape buffalc and giraffe are coming along fine. I do wish that Bill 
and Lucy, the white rhinos, would breed. Apparently the white rhincs in 
Oklahoma City have bred. 

Regards to all of you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


ec: Mr. Parkinson 
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The Honorable Glen Wo Ferguson 
American Embassy 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear Ambaseador Fergueen: 


i wanted to keep you Informed of a new project of the Smith- 
min Kenya. The N ational aeological Park, a Bureau of the 
Sailthnoaten, received a grant from the National Geographic 
Saciety to make a field study and capture of three Bongo antelopea 
(Boocerus curycerus) in Keaya. As you may know these animals 


are vory rare and have ecléom been exhibited in a soo, go that, 
if our efforts are successful, the National Zoo may be the third 
200 in the world to place this beautiful antelope on display. The 
other two szooae are in Cleveland and Antwerp. 

& 

We hawe contacted with Mesarsa. John Seago and D. Anthony 
Perkinson of Nairobi to eecure the necessary permits and to make 
all arrangements for the project. They wlll do the prelim) 
field etudics and once the animale have been captured, they will be 
joined by Dr. Theodore H. Reed, Director of the National Zoological 
Park, wha will begin veterinary studies. Work on the project should 
begin in Kenya this stmimer and continud through the fall. 


Dr. David Challinor of the Smithsonian's puree of international 
Activities will be In Nairobi from June 17 through the following week 
wid eo and he will be able to furnigh you with mare « details if you need 


os 


any special assistance, | but I thou ght that you. would be interested 
in learning of this exciting project 


With kind regards, Iam 


oc Dr. GCG. Clapp. Dr. WD. Reed,/Secty' Files, Messrs, Seago and 


Perkinson, Dr, Challinor, Dr, Galler 
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June 13, 1968 
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Dr. Theodore H. Reed 
National Zoological Park 
Washington, D. C. 20009 


Dear Dr. Reed: 


Thank you for joining us for luncheon. We all enjoyed the 
exchange regarding the Bongo and found it most informative. 
I look forward to seeing the project brought to a successful 


conclusion. 


pincerely, 


L / 4 yo 
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arlene L. Murphy 
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LEONARD CARMICHAEL 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH AND EXPLORATION June 1 3 ; : 9 68 


Dr. Theodore H. Reed 
Director 

National Zoological Park 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Reed; 

I am enclosing a copy of the letter and the 
picture about which I spoke to you in our telephone 
conversation. 


Best regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ey S ) 
NX CTAUCLEC & 


Leonard Carmichael 


Enclosures 


@ aon Root, 


Se A ie 
~ DIRECTOR'S OFFICE - NZP P.0. Box 30,001 
Nairobi, 
Jun 14 1968 : Kenyae 
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Miss Joanne M. Hess, 
 Seoretary, Lecture Committee, 
National Geographio Society, 

Washington D.C. 20036. 


Dear Joanne, 


Many thanks for your letters of May 6 and 14 
and the reassuring news about our respective gorilla films. 


I have had a letter from Dian Fossey and she would 
like me down there soon! Hah — that makes three of you = 
Dian with her gorillas, you and Charlene with your lions 
and the B.B.C. who would like their underwater hippo stuff. 
The B.B.C. are prepared to wait — as indeed they will have | 
tO This leaves gorillas versus lions. Dian is 
desperate (and frankly a bit neurotic) for us to go there 
in July or August. I think she has a terrible dread of 
being flung out, as she was from the Congo without having 
any photographic evidence to back up her work. 


I therefore plan to visit George in June and 
early July for a fairly short stay. I will probably take 
an assistant and leave him there for a couple of weeks | 
after I have left for Dian and the gorillas. In this way 
I should be able to Keep you all happy if not any one of | 
you ecsatatice 


Regarding Sooree, as I have said in an earlier 
letter, he is definitely continuing his study until the 
end of next year. I intend spending nearly all of next 
year on the lion and gorilla projects alone, so if I miss 
a little on him this July because of the gorillas, do not worry 
for he will have priority over Dian after this first trip, 
and next year I have cut my other commitments way downe 


i 


' oe ‘ 
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Talking of other projects, I believe that the 
Sooiety are interested in finanoing an expedition being | Ryitee | 
planned by the Washington Zoo to try to capture Bongo - 
one of Africa's rarest and most beautiful antelopes. 
Ten years ago I had the only Bongo in captivity (now in the 
Cleveland Zoo) and since then I have watched several 
expeditions try to catch more and fail. So, (as I have so 
much time to spare these days!) I organised a small group 
of men in January and sent them off into the mountains. 
Last month I became the owner of the fourth bongo in the 
world in captivity, and Joan and I spent most of April 
taming the animal down in her pen up in the mountains. ee 
If the Society are indeed interested in bongo, I have a good . ba 
selection of pictures of the whole operation including the eee | 
two day job of carrying her out of the bamboo forest in a 
box on the shoulders of twenty porters. Could you please 
' get this information to the right ears? I can never work 2 ant 
out whose ears are interested in what news! I enclose a - bad 
shot for your interest - hyenas had been worrying her at a 
night so I moved in with her. 


a 


Regarding an assistant; I obviously need someone 
with a fair amount of experience — I do not want to be | 
running a school for bush photographers. This brings the 
selection down to just a few men and I will probably use | 

Simon Trevor. He is on a month's assignment for me at | pan 
the moment and has worked well for me in the past. | a Pe 
Regarding financial arrangements, & 250 a month would be a ) py 
very fair salary. You pay about & 350 for a lecture film ish: 
cameraman so I imagine that this would be O.K. with you. : 

If so please write stating that this is your rate for 
assistant cameramen; plus mileage and expenses of course, 
both of which I will see are kept to a minimum. 
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ae! Back to the gorillas, since hearing from Dian I am i 

quite sure that Joan and I will be able to oope with both oy ae 

. stills and movie coverage, particularly on this first trip. a 

| : It could be that towards the end of 1969, when I will be 

; | looking for specific pieces of behaviour, I could put an 
assistant to good use but I doubt that I will need one even 
thene 4 
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I will be buying myself a Beaulieu movie camera 
for the gorilla assignment. It is so much lighter than 
the Arriflex that it will make an enormous difference to 
the weight I will have to haul around up there. 


| | Have just seen the wild dog story in Life. The 
eas Geographic could have done a far better job, pity they 
didn't. Their objection was the blood and guts in the 
kill soenes, but Life didn't have a trace of red. 


Best wishes from us both, 


| Sincerely, 
| 
| ‘ Sa 
ast 
: ete 
: ' ee as 
at 
ae | 


PeSe Can you get Commercial Ektachrome on 200 foot spools? 
: Not on cores, on spools. The Beaulieu has 200! 
magazines — a perfect length, twice as good as 100'g 
but only half as heavy as the great Arriflex 400's. 
If you oan get 200 footers it would make life with 
gorillas much easier and more profitable. 


Yours 


Pe 
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BANKERS oo Se C/O BARCLYS BANK 


BARCLAYS BANK, NAIROBI __ JOHN SE AGO = BOX 30011, NAIROBI 


BARCLAYS BANK, NORWICH ~ KENYA _ 


CHARTERED BANK, NEW YORK . 


PHONE KABETE 330 


E. A. MANAGER: PSOE OS OP Oe SOmECIORSOFRMES MIP 
D. ANTHONY PARKINSON ° ms . oe : : 
Dr. Theodore H.' Reed, | 
National Zoological Park, | | co 
Washington D.C. 20009 | RECEIVED 


NAIROBI 


JUN 1 6 1968 | : 2th June 1968 


Dear Ted: 


We all enjoyed your long letter very much indeed and will 
detail later this week. But I hasten to thank 
you for making: the enquiries regarding the eland ranching : 
proposition in Brazil. 
We are all very worry that Elizabeth won't be with you, 
put of course appreciate the responsibilities of college 
selection, We hope there will be an opportunity some other 
time for her to see and enjoy this country so that you can 
share some of your own experiences together. Oe 


We enjoyed the picture of you pontificating in Delphinian 4 | 
manner. No doubt long experience of Government bureaucracy 
enabled you to give ambiguous answers: | 


I would like to say a word now about Simon Trevor. We 
understand that Mr. Doyle of the National Geographic has not 
a lot of confidence in Kenya photographers. We believe this is 
due to a rather unsatisfactory experience with a Kenya photo- 
grapher named Campbell who failed to cover the subject entrusted 
to him from sufficient angles to allow a good television film t 
be made from his material. Simon Trevor is very much more 
experienced in the field of television and even cinemascope. 
As I said in my previous letter he has just finished a long 
consignment for Ivan Tors. We understand that the TV series 
‘Cowboy in Africa’ is still running, and Smon Trevor shot all 
the African material used in the series. Whilst you may well 
find the story very poor we have been told by several people 
that the photography and animal scenes in Africa are very good 
and should have been given a much larger proportion of the whole 
Pilm. soo 


I am giving you this information in the hope that you may 
through your contacts with National Geographic be able to 
reassure Mr. Doyle on this point, because both Tony and 1 feel 
it is frightfully important to have a camera man with us wWo 
is well used to photographing wild game under very difficult © 
circumstances. Bearing in mind that the Bongo is the shyest 
of all antelopes and lives in the most difficult country from / 
the photographer's point of view, I think knowledge of game and — 


ability to handle the ca dink oe and a knowledge 

of Swahili and the terrain, are more important When connected 
with the expedition we have in mind than they would be for 
filming groups of people, panoramic scenes and ordinary 
straightforward cinema stuff. 


Tony and I have learned by two years association. with 
Simon Trevor that he is.particularly good on all the ished 
I have made. He. also has considerable knowledge and 
experience of game, having photographed the game in ‘Kenya 
for so many yeers. ii 


— very best. wishes from us all, 
Yours. very sincerely, 
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PHYSICA L RELEASE 


A National Zoological Park 


for one dollar ($1.00) in hand, the receipt of whichis hereby acknowledged, 
and other valuable considerations, do hereby release the National Geographic 
Society, a corporation, for myself, my heirs, administrators, executors and 
assigns, from any and all liability for damages from illness, injury and/or 
death arising out of, or connected with, or in any manner pertaining to the 


National Geographic Society - National Zoological Park Bongo Antelope 


Expedition. 


T.H. Reed 


WITNESS: 


Helena M. Weiss 
Notacy, Distriet of Columbia 


LITERARY RELEASE 
EXPEDITION MEMBERS OTHER THAN SCIENTIFIC LEADER 


4 June , 19_68 


I, T. H. Reed ofNational Zoological Park 
a member of the national] Geographic Society-National Zoological Park 


g Ye 12c- Sse OCT LEE E 8 Yo | Bese eaemmenmnr ee tie: wea Se Rede Manes ec Sete ere Ore ieee oem ee 
in consideration of having a portion of my expenses iu connection therewith paid by 
the National Geographic Society, and other valuable considerations, the receipt of 


Which is hereby acknowledged, do hereby specifically agree as follows: 


1. That I will not write any magazine article, monograph, or book relating 
to the Expedition except as outlined herein. I understand that I may write technical 
articles for scientific journals but that any popular-type non-technical articles 
which I may write cannot be released for publication until two months after the first 
popular and official account of the Expedition appears in the National Geographic 
Magazine. 


2. That I will not enter into any arrangement with any publication, news 
gathering or disseminating agency, radio broadcasting or television company, or 
anyone else, to release news or information concerning the Expedition, without the 
written approval of the National Geographic Society. 


3. That in any newspaper account or other publicity, or in any popular or 
technical articles which may be published on the Expedition under the terms of this 
agreement, I will take all necessary steps to insure that proper acknowledgment 
is given to the National Geographic Society as a cosponsor. 


4. That the National Geographic Society is to have "first refusal" of any 
photographs which I may make on the Expedition, and no personal pictures may be 
released for publication until two months after release of the issue of the National 
Geographic Magazine containing the story of the Expedition. 


5. That any pictures selected by the Society for its use and/or files will 
be paid for at regular rates. Duplicates of any such picture, or pictures, selected 
by the Society will be sent to me two months after publication of the story of the 
Expedition in the National Geographic Magazine. 


6. I also agree that, because of the foregoing considerations, for my own 
account I specifically release the National Geographic Society from any responsi- 
bility for loss or damage to my personal property arising out of, or connected with, 
or in any manner pertaining to the Expedition, or the preparations therefor. 


T. H. Reed (SEA L) 


WITNESS: 


Helena M. Weiss 
Notary, District of Columbia 


The Honorable Glen #. Ferquson 
Americen Ampassacor 
Heirobi, Kenye 


Six: 


The Sationel Geographic Society has given a grant 
te the Smithsonian Inestitution/Sational Zoological Park 
for a ne Lat field study and capture of a trio of Bongo 

ioocerus eurycerus) from Kenya. Mesure. John Seego and 
BD. pare send coe or men ef Neirobi will be scting as agents 
om beheif of the Hationel Zoological Park to secure the 
necessary permite and will make all arrangements for this 
project. They will initiate field studies ané will be 
joinea by br. Theodore B. Reed, Director of the Nationa 
Zoological Park, in the latter stages of the study. 


This letter is to inform you thet the Smithconian 
imstitution, through its Buresu, the Hetional Zoological 
Park, will be comiucting this study during the summer end 
fail im Kenye. 


At the present time, we cennot think a any assist- 
yeax office will be ceileé upon to render, how , 
there may be ene assieteance or advice ecendaed in the 
future. If such ie the case, I om sure Dr. Reed or ourx 
egents, Hesars. Seago and Parkineon, will contact you. 


Very truly yours, 


&. Dillon Ripley 
Secretary 


Ae 


Secty's Readin 
ec: Dr oly. td 


Bigs Best sri Ak eg° ged rey SS PPS Raed 


June 3, 1968 


Messrs. John Seago and D. Anthony Parkinson 
c/o Barclay's Bank 

P.O. Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Gentlemen: 


Based upon your past reputation of delivering various 
wild animals in excellent physical condition and completely 
acclimatized to captivity, and based upon your reputation 
of not only human but loving care of the animals committed 
to your charge, the National Zoological Park, which is a 
Bureau of the Smithsonian Institution, hereby authorizes 
you to act as its agent in the matter of arranging for field 
studies of the Bongo (Boocerus eurycerus) leading to the 
capture of three individuals--a male and two females. 


You are authorized to secure from the Government proper 
official permission for this activity in our name. 


The National Zoological Park has received a financial 
grant from the National Geographic Society of Washington, 
D. C., to assist in this project. It is our desire, with 
your assistance, to briefly study the ecology of the Bongo, 
particularly its feeding habits in the wild, so that we will 
Se more assured successful captive maintenance and eventual 
breeding. aces 
The National Zoological Park is the official repository 
for all gifts of animals to this nation. It maintains an in- 
ventory of over 1,000 species and over 3,000 individuals. 
The National Zoological Park is visited by over four million 
visitors annually from all parts of the United States and 
many foreign lands. The animals are precisely labeled as to 
their country of origin, and much information is given to 
the visitors concerning the animals. 


Messrs. John Seago and 
D. Anthony Parkinson June 3, 


The National Zoological Park is a public institution 
devoted to the “advancement of science, education, and rec- 
reation of the people” and is a Bureau of the Smithsonian 
Institution whose aim is the increase and diffusion of knowl- 
edge. The National Zoological Park is approved by the United 
States Department of Agriculture for the exhibition of post- 
quarantine animals, 


I am looking forward to a successful field study and 
capture with your assistance. 


Would you please keep me informed of your progress and 
if there is any way in which I can help, please call upon 


me . 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


cc: D. Challinor with proposal 


THR:mcb 


POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


U. S. NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20009 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
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June 1, 1968 


Messrs. John Seago and D. Anthony Parkinson 
c/o Barclay's Bank 

P.O. Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John and Tony: 


Many thanks for your ver informative letters and de- 
lightful pictures. 


Elizabeth is both thrilled and flattered that you would 
want her to join me in Africa. She is of the opinion that 
the guest house should remain just as it is. This fall will 
see our daughter, Mary Alice, into her senior year in high 
school, and with the attendant college selection, etc., 
Elizabeth feels that she should not leave. Incidentally, she 
thinks it kind of sneaky of me to go to Africa instead of 
staying home helping with this, especially since I was in 
Africa last year and missed all the fun of Mark's college 
selection, etc. Anyway, we both thank you; and Elizabeth 
is terribly sorry that she can't be there. She would be most 
happy to see Africa, particularly as so much of it is like her 
home in Kansas, i.e., the grassland areas. 


In reference to either Dr. Melville Grosvenor, Editor in 
Chief of the National Geographic Magazine, or Dr. Melvin Payne, 
President of the National Geographic Society, visiting Africa, 
I checked with their offices and find that neither of them will 
be in Africa this summer or fall. I was informed by their sec- 
retaries (whom I know) that they had planned to take the re- 
search committee of the National Geographic Society to visit 
Dr. Leakey, but the recent travel restrictions requested by 
President Johnson caused them to change their plans. I was 
also informed that Dr. Leakey will be in Washington in June 
and part of July. I tried to find out if anybody else im- 
portant from the National Geographic Society would be in Africa 
soon, but got negative results. | 


Messrs. John Seago and 
D. Anthony Parkinson June 1, 1968 


A Dr. David Challinor, Deputy Director of International 
Activities of the Smithsonian Institution, will be in Africa 
the latter part of June. I have given him your phone number 
and requested that he come out and see your compound. One 
of his programs is the use of excess U.S. currency in foreign 
countries, such as the project we are now doing in Ceylon on 
the elephant. I do not know exactly how he can help us but 
he is a good man to have on our side. He will be visiting 
the American Ambassador. 


Relative to the Eland business in Brazil, Mr. John Perry, 
the Assistant Director of the National Zoological Park, (he 
took over after Lear Grimmer retired) has been in correspondence 
with Dr. Anderson. As we get the picture, there are two sepa~- 
rate and distinct projects oriented toward Eland ranching in 
Brazil--Dr. Anderson who is working through some sort of an 
economic advisory commission from the U.S.A. and a Brazilian, 
Paulo Nogueria-Neto, These gentlemen have not knowof each 
other until John Perry told them about one another. I presume 
the distances are far enough apart in Brazil that this is like 
a man in Chester not knowing what a man in Marseillaise is 
trying to do in the same area of endeavor. 


The Brazilian Government has very stringent importation 
regulations reputed to be as tough or even tougher than the 
United States. As we gather the story, Dr. Anderson has given 
an order for Elands to Alton Freeman who will try to bring 
in wild-caught animals to the U.S. Quarantine Station at 
Clifton, New Jersey, following the same quarantine procedure 
required for entry into the United States and then transship 
the animals to Brazil. | 


T had a talk with Dr. Claud Smith. He stated that ac- 
cording to the laws, the way they are presently interpreted, 
it will be impossible to bring in animals through the U. &. 
quarantine facilities for another country, even if the other 
country requested it. There are many changes that can take 
place. At the present moment if Alton Freeman is going to 
get Elands for Dr. Anderson, it looks as if they are going 


Messrs. John Seago and 
D. Anthony Parkinson -~ 3- June 1, 1968 


to be zoo-born in the U. S. from some zoo East of the Missis- 
sippi. 


We have located a pair of zoo-born Eland for Paulo 
Nogueria~Neto which we will secure and transship to him in 
exchange for such things as Maned Wolves and Giant Otter. On 
the strength of your letter John Perry is writing Paulo re- 
garding your stock. Perhaps something will come of it. If 
we hear anything more we will keep you informed, 


I do not think it would be well for us to write Dr. Ander- 
soh uwiess he writes us first. He has not corresponded with us 
for a considerable period of time. | 


I am glad to hear that you are out of the mud and ready 
to go on the Bongo bit. Itis good to know that you are able to 
use Allan Root's bongo as a practice animal. Having seen the 
bongo in Antwerp and Cleveland, I will not be concerned once 
they are captured and acclimatized. I really don't think they 
are any more difficult than Okapi,and for my money, not nearly 
as tough as Gerenuk. Maybe because of my own broken heart, I 
misjudge the Gerenuk, however, I think they are the toughest 
critters I have ever seen. 


At the Pittsburgh Convention, Brian Hunt, brother of 
Don Hunt, was showing pictures of a bongo they had in their 
compound that apparently had been caught in West Africa and 
transshipped to their station in East Africa. I did not bother 
to tell him about our plans. So far as I know, he didn't tell 
anybody at the convention what his asking price was. 


Wednesday, I had a meeting with the National Geographic 
people relative to the Bongo project. I discussed the photo- 
grapher and we talked about Simon Trevor. I assume and hope 
they will check with Mr. Doyle as to his reputation, etc. y The 
people I met with did not know him. 


The picture editor was talking about perhaps sending 
one of their staff photographers down from North Africa or 
Europe, but there were no comments. I did mention that a good 


Messrs. John Seago and | 
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part of the work would be done by Tony in the field prior to 

the actual catching operation and perhaps for the story purpose 
they would want to have some pictures of this phase of the 
operation. It was here they stated that perhaps they could 

get Simon Trevor to do this for them. I shall keep you informed 
as much as I can of the thinking of the National Geographic 
Society. 


Tony, you should not be disappointed about the Root 
bongo since there have been others captured previously, and it 
does give you an excellent opportunity to observe the bongo as 
a captive animal. Also, remember that it is going to be Park- 
inson who gets international coverage for catching bongo and 
that you will be contributing to man's knowledge of the animal 
which is more important than merely catching then. 


Regarding the time that I should arrive out there, I 
shall leave this up to you. Whatever is the best time, tell 
me and I will be there. I am taking immediate steps to get 
my passport in order and my shots so that if you telephone me —s 
to get there immediately, I will only be seventy-two hours away. \ 
If Tony should be in the woods observing the bongo, and one 7 
should walk into his lap, don‘t turn it loose. f. 


The luncheon at the National Geographic was interesting 
because we were all sitting around speculating on how the bongo 
was going to be captured, how it was going to be taken out, and 
all sort of wild questions were asked. I tried to answer like 
the Delphi oracle, taking time to construct my answers so that 
they could be interpreted in more than six different ways, and 
ending with the statement, “of course, field conditions will 
dictate what will happen." 


One thing that was stressed by Dr. Carmichael, head of 
the Research Committee, and myself was that we feel the story 
and picture you have should be slanted toward the human and 
gentle capturing of the animal as well as the gentling process. 
This will give the zoo world and the better bred of suppliers 
a good reputation. I know they will eventually want a picture 
of Thelma and Bill with the bongo being gentled down, etc. 


ia 


Messrs. John Seago and 
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Enough of this armchair catching, we will have to see what is 
going to happen. 


Attached is a formal letter to you, authorizing you 
as agents for the National Zoological Park for the field studies 
and capture of the bongo. If it sounds pompous, I agree. ‘The 
letter to Ambassador Ferguson will be sent from Dr. Ripley's 
office. 


Thanks for the opportunity of depositing our money in 
your bank. If it is necessary, we will send it marked for the 
Bongy Exposition. 


Let me know if you have any idea on the schedule of 
payments you would like to have. I am trying to arrange for a 
conference with the fiscal people and find out exactly how this / 
works. I will let you know as soon as they come up with an idea. \ 


If there is any equipment I can procure for you, let 
me know. 


Sometime when you are in the area where we will go to 
work I would appreciate your marking it on a map so that I would 
have some idea where it is. Not that it really matters, but 
that I am fairly keyed up over this whole project and would just 
like to see a map. 


I am enclosing two copies of  reléases for each of 
you to have notarized and return one copy to me for the 
National Geographic files. 3 | 


We were going through some old correspondence and came 
across the enclosed letter written by Tony in 1962. This goes 
to show “all things come to those who wait." 


Kindest regards to all. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 
Enclosures 
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BARCLAYS BANK, NORWICH KENYA 
NEW YORK PHONE KABETE 330 


} 
CABLES C/O BARCLADOM. 


CHARTERED BANK, 


E. A. MANAGER:- 
D. ANTHONY PARKINSON 
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13th May 1968 


Dr, T.H. Reed, 

Director, 

National Zoological Park, 
Washington D.¢ 


Dear Ted: 


Tony and I were very glad to get your cable and to 
know that we can now go ahead as you want, and that you 
will in due course be coming out. 


with you do let me know and I will make some additional 
arrangements in the guest house, 


‘ = : 2 , & P € 4 
if there is a chance that Elizabeth will be coming ; 


I will write again in more detail tomorrow. 


In great haste, 
Yours very sincerely, 


gf 
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te 

PROM : ££. H. Reed 

SUBJECT: 


Ven Fey lives in Nairobi. Has a reputation for x 


knowing all about bongos. 
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May 10, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
P.O. Box 30011 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John: 
I have your letters of April 5 and 27. 


Things are going well here and I am looking forward to your detailed 
explanation on the Bongo Project. 


Be assured that Tony will get all the credit possible on the whole 
endeavor. I suspect that Thelma's natural beauty and the fascinating 
Charm of the children will get your picture spread over the National 
Geographic magazine. Personally, I feel ridiculous about my involve- 
ment and as useless as a prevalent mammary gland on a boar. However, 
it is the price we have to pay to get the money for the Bongo. 


I recently sold a Pygmy hippo (male) to the Pittsburgh Zoo for $3000. 
The Smithsonian Institution has recently levied a charge of 10% on all 
private deals. This means I will have to pay them $300 for the privi- 
lege of putting a check into the bank and latter withdrawing it for 
me. As you can understand, they have put in a big computerize system 
so that the money will be computerized. Some how or other this does 
not thrill me since for ninety years we have been keeping track of 

our monies on a ledger with a pen plus the intelligence of our book- 
keeper. 


What this leads up to is, can I deposit the money in your account and 
we will use i= for additional animals or perhaps even my expenses? I 
believe I have on order with you klipspringer, duikers, and shoebill 
storks, which will cost more than the $3000. If this is agreeable 
with you, let me know what bank I should make the deposit. 


I am off to Pittsburgh to the comvention of the AAZPA. I will txy to 
spread the word on your rhino although it seems that most zoos that can 
handle rhinos already have them and of course, I will be peddling my Own 
baby rhino come next spring. 

Elizabeth and Lucy send regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


| Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
THR :mcb Director 
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e y< oul 
Wi the rege 
2A. 1 
share yc 
think that you will be out here 
most 5 j inte Re est OL ing exercise, 


At present Tony is away at Mombasa and will not 
until Monday, when we will go through your letter ir 
and write to you again. | mesh VMs, there is 
point that I would lile to raise with you. In your 
tion for the grant you have given 2a Brent deal of the 
for various things, such as » Oryx episode and others, to 
me, whereas really in point of fact Tony f been the driving 
force behind our unit for some time and he will of course be 
the main one of our unit in this restated hearse I would be 
if you would take every opportuni ty seeing that he get: 
eredit for the work that he will | 


It is not generally known that Tony did take Ian Grimwood's 
unit that was to catch the Arabian Oryx; up to the eteasedurs 
Frontier and spent some three weeks there on catching e: 
He subsequently had the Oryx here in his special care at 
Grimwood's particular request for two months and I think it 
is undoubtedly due to his handling of them that they recovered 
after the very trying journsy in an Air Force Beverly from 
Aden to Nairobi. They were finally well enough se be trans- 
ported to the Isiolo district where they were acclimatised. 


“Se e rc 


Ted, I am really delighted to think that you will be 
here later this year for quite a long spell. 


d Blizabeth, 


— BA yon, 
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CAB LEGRAM May 10, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 

c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 (P.O.) 
Nairobi, Kenya 


Have received National Geographic grant. 


T.H. Reed, Director 


GSA Oerator rd 


Time: {/'0S Ar/y, 


cc: Harry Howell 
Chron. 


1 


° CO vinccions rcE =a 
National Oeagraphic Society) se 


RECEIVED 
as 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 


ANDREW H. BROWN 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 


May 8, 1968 


Dr. Theodore H. Reed 
National Zoological Park 
Washington, D. C. 20009 


Dear Dr. Reed: 


As an unofficial friend of the Zoo, I was extremely pleased 
to be present at the Research Committee meeting when you so 
vividly presented your plans for the capture of three Bongo 
antelopes to add to your collection of rare hooved animals. 
Since the Society is contributing to this venture, we are of 
course especially interested in your success and we are look- 
ing forward to working closely with you to get a good article 
and set of color pictures for the Magazine. I would like to 
offer you every possible assistance in the production of what 
should certainly be an exciting story. 


Miss Charlene Murphy, of our Illustrations staff, tells 
me that she is trying to arrange a luncheon that will bring us 
all together to discuss the article in detail. I shall be on 
@ six-week assignment abroad after the 15th of this month. But 
if I miss the luncheon, another editorial staffer will certainly 
be present. I shall follow up on plans and arrangements after 
my return. 


We wish you the best of luck in the bongo search. 


Sincerely, 


...& C/O BARCLAYS BANK 


BARCLAYS BANK, NAIROBI JO H Npit ESTERS sacle NZP BOX 30011, NAIROBI 


BARCLAYS BANK, NORWICH Onn KENYA 
\sss : 
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De canes 


7th May 1968 
Bey Tins ReGg, 
irector, 
National Zoological 
Washington D,0 
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My dear Ted: 


After some very hectic and exhausting weeks caused by 
excessively heavy rain with resulting floods we are back at 
the base and it is time to reply to you in detail. 


We have made various preliminary moves during the last 
few weeks and have gained the impression that this Bongo 
operation will be received with a good deal of interest and 
we don't anticipate any difficulty over the permits. 


| However, to start the ball rolling in the right way I 
would suggest that you write formally instructing us as your 
| agents to make the proper approaches to the authorities con- 

cerned here on your behalf regarding the application for 
permits to capture three Bongos and carry out the studies you 
have outlined. I think it would be a good idea to do as you 
suggest and write to the U.S. Ambassador here, Mr. Ferguson, 
saying that you have instructed Tony and the to call on him 
and keep him in the picture. This would enable us to enlist 
his official support for the application if we felt that his 
association with it would be regarded as a compliment by the 
Minister. 


Photographer 
I think it would simplify matters in several ways if we 


could use a local man who is well used to the country and 
speaks Swahili, etc. There is a chap here called Simon 
Trevor, who incidentally shot the African scenes for the TV 
series of ‘Cowboy in Africa’, who is experienced and very 
competent in game photography and who is very well equipped 
with all the cameras and lens we are likely to require. We 
have worked with him a great deal and found him easy to get 
on with, more so than Alan Root, and I think this is a very 
important factor. 


Tony has had several discussions with two field Game 
Wardens, both of whom have Bongo in their areas, but it will 


be necessary to make a recce before one can decide on what is 
likely to be the best area for our operation. 


a 


@ @ .2. 


Now for a word about Alan Root. Apparently when he was 
last in Milwaukee Zoo he told George he could get him a 
Bongo and on his return here managed to get a permit to catch 
three for Milwaukee (the Capture Committee prefer giving per- 
mits for a trio of animals rather than a pair and dislike 
giving permits for single animals unless it is a question of 
adding to animals already in captivity.) and he has now pro- 
duced a young female Bongo. There has been a bit of fuss about 
it because Root was not a properly licensed trapper at the time 


,/ the Bongo was caught, nor was he present at the time of capture, 


nor has he any proper organisation for looking after animals. 
He is a photographer rather than a game trapper. It seems 
that Root is busily engaged on some photographic expedition 
at the moment and so the Game Department suggested that the 
animal should be placed in our care, so here it is. 


We saw nothing to be gained by refusing and a lot to be 
learned by having it here. It is a lovely animal already very 
friendly, standing about 2'9" at the shoulder with horns about 
4" long. 


Tony is rather disappointed about this and feels that you 
Will be also, but I am not so bothered as it didn't seem to me 


;/ we were trying to get the first Bongo ever, but we did hope 


to make the first attempt at any study of them with notes and 
records, 


The Bongo Root took to Cleveland was caught in very 
/irregular conditions and was the subject of some controversy 


// then and there is a good deal of anti-Root feeling about this 


second one. 


| After considering the budget carefully it seems to us 
a bit tight and we don't think there will be a great deal left 
over for ourselves. But we do feel this is such an excellent 
Jopportunity to work with you in a very interesting enterprise 
‘and that also this is a means of getting you over here, which 
j/in itself is worth a great deal, that we readily accept it as 
/ it stands. As you point out, items may not work out as much 
/ as budgeted and we can switch it around to suit ourselves, and 
\_ perhaps the final results won't be too bad. 


You indicate in your letter that you could come out at 
some time to fit in with the programme and that we can go 
ahead and plan. The weather must be taken into account and 
although the seasons do change from time to time I think we 
should plan on what is regarded as the normal pattern. We would 
expect to have dry weather from the end of June to mid October 
and rain from then until mid December with atiother ary sett od 
until late March. Assuming we put in two months’ recce July 


e * ad 


and August which should be dry in the forest, would you 

come in September when we could reasonably expect dry weather 
until the middle of October? Just now we have had the most 
extraordinary period of long rains in living memory which has 
caused floods and has isolated a lot of villages and quite 
upset the work of agriculturists because it started six weeks 
too early before any planting had been done and has continued 
unabated. 


There has been no cable from you and I wonder if the 
scheme did receive the final go-ahead. If there has been a 
hitch and the N.G.S. are not putting up the grant then I 
suggest that we go ahead on our own, and you use the small 
funds you say you have tucked away to pay for your airfare 
to Nairobi, because come what may you must be here. 


I cannot think of any other questions to raise with you 
at the moment. 


Is there any chance that Elizabeth could come with you’ 
Because it would be very nice to have her here with us and 
she and Thelma could keep each other company. whilst we were 
up the mountain. Do assure her of a very warm welcome from 
us all. 


All the chaps here talk about you and ask how you are, 
and are very glad to hear there is a chance of you coming 
back again so soon. I passed on your messages to Mike and 
I was very pleased with the remarks you made about him. 


Bes 34 Bence Orenh Pa Se: 
Vn's Scene l, 


Joh 


Abatens 


oe cee ne 
ne 


OFFICE - NZP 


a 
yen il 
|<? f 
iS >= wy 
Lie ae 
ae SRS 
= Lica 
= ae 
} 
| oe a 
O ‘) 
a > 
a 
Ye 
Bs 
Mo S \ 
Lj}. 7 Q) . 
ae SC 4: 
Pia § : Si E 
Tt) z “ YU eee 
Ss a ae M : 
ae - BZ, : 
S i: f AIAN 
F a o Wi 
“2 © 
=. = 2 
qi 
_ = Mf 
O © 
fen ; 
<q ss 


DIRECTOR'S OFFICE - NZP 
APR 2% {os 
RECEIVED 


eel 


Si-SEO+8.45 
Rew, Seis 


a at ee meron Cee 


Dr. Leonard Carmichael, Chairman 
Committee for Research and Exploration 
Wational Geographic Society 

Washington, D. C. 20030 


fees 0 
Dear BrGarmicheehl 


April 24, 1968 


Il was delichted to learn that the Board of Trustees of the 
g 


National Geographic Society has authorized a grant of $20, 009 to 


the Smithsonian Institution for field study and research of the 


Bongo antelope. Dr. Theodore H, Reed, 


Director of the National 
Zoological Park, who will direct the study is, as you know, well 


cuelified to conduct the investigation. You may be sure that he 
will keep you informed regarding progress. 


We welcome the association with the National Geographic 
Society in this endeavor, which we believe to be an important 


one. We have high hopes for obtaining the Bongo antelopes for 


the Zoo. if we are successiul, appropri 


Society's role in bringing these rare animals to Washington will 


be ene on the ty ede lebel. 


ijate recognition of the 


bss ty tiger a g 4 ES ce 


S. Dillon Ripley 
pecretary 


4/22/68 cc: Sect 's Files 


Secty's Reading File, 


CROSS INDEX COPY FOR SECRETARY'S FILE 4 Ref.—-____ 
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Pager National Geographic Sucivfeceveo__ 


CHAIRMAN 


ALEXANDER WETMORE 


VICE CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE FOR RESEARCH AND EXPLORATION 


MELVIN M. PAYNE 


ViCE CHAIRMAN WASHINGTON, he & 20036 


BARRY C. BISHOP 
SECRETARY 


March 29, 1968 


Dr. Theodore H. Reed 
National Zoological Park 
Washington, D. C. 20009 


Dear Dr. Reed: 


I am pleased to advise that the Society's Board of Trustees, acting upon a 
recommendation from its Committee for Research and Exploration, has authorized 
a grant of $20,000 in support of your field study and captive research on the "Bongo" 
Antelope. 


We require that all participants in projects sponsored in whole or in part by 
the Society execute literary and physical release forms. Copies are enclosed and 
you will note the one literary form to be signed by you as scientific leader. Your 
associates should sign the literary form labeled expedition members. 


The physical release form is to be signed by all participants. While legally 
speaking the Society has no responsibility for injury, illness, or death, we feel 
it very desirable to emphasize the possibility upon members of the group so that 
they can provide protection on a personal basis in the form of special insurance 
if they so desire. The literary release is designed among other things to insure 
that the Society has the opportunity to present the first popular account of the 
program to our members since it is their dues payments which make the grants 
possible. 


As you probably recall from the discussion when you presented your program 
to the Research Committee, our Editor has an active interest in the possibility of 
a story on this project for our official journal and he or one of his associates will 
be in touch with you on this point. 


Once we have received the signed release forms, we will be in a position 
to distribute the grant on request from you. 


May I say how delighted I am that the Society will be associated with the 
National Zoological Park in this extremely interesting and significant research 
program. We would appreciate it very much if you could keep us informed about 
progress in the field and--hopefully--follow-up research work here in the Zoo. 


Dr. Reed March 29, 1968 


If you are successful in capturing these antelopes and bringing them to 
the Zoo, we hope you will be able to put a notation on the cage label to the 
effect that these extremely rare animals became part of your collection as 
a result of a research grant from the National Geographic Society. 


My very kindest personal regards, and best wishes for success. 


Sincerely yours, 
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March 26, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 

Mr. D. A. Parkinson 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 309]1 

Nairobi Kenya 


Dear John and Tony: 
Joy, joy, joy! Happy. happy, happy! We got the money for the bongos. 


Now in my usual governmental double-talk. I have to qualify that state- 
ment. I have received information from Dr. Leonard Carmichael, Chair- 
man of the National Geographic Society's research committee, that they 
had sent to the Board of Directors of the National Geographic Scociety a 
favorable report on our request, and that he felt 'reasonbly assured" that 
the grant would be approved. Having known Dr. Carmichael as Secretary 
of the Smithsonian Institution for many years, a statement like this from 
him is money in the bank. I then received a telephone call from the 
Vice President of the NGS in which he said that he thought things would go 
well and he wanted to discuss a photographer. This leads me to believe 
that we are fairly well assured of the grant. I will send you a cable when 
I get the official word. 


Il am delirious with joy, overcome with happiness, and I am a big fat 
nut for thinking that I can leave all the administrative worries of this 
place and go out chasing bongos, but so mought it be; I am a nut and this 
is the sunshine of my life. eee | 


I am enclosing a copy of the grant application so that you can see how 
things were presented. I was invited to make the presentation personally 
to the field research committee. Fortunately, I knew a number of the 
members previously, and had done a little previous talking. In general, 
the questions were friendly. One of the members of the committee asked 
me rather pointedly about the risk involved, so I had the opportunity to 
make a full statement about the risk involved, including politics, personal 
danger, fever, outlaws, wild animals, turned-over trucks, helicopters 
crashing, disease, etc. Anyway, I did not give them a 100% guarantee; 
however, I did give them a five-minute lecture on the fact that if anybody 
could pull this off, it would be Seago and Parkinson. Then came the 
question as to whether you were trappers and 1 was able to give them a 
resume of the personal qualifications of both of you, and of past animal 
deliveries. One of the members of the committee made the comment that 
‘it does not sound like the animal trappers I have met" and 1 was able to 
explain that you were not trappers, but suppliers of animals on demand. 


ss a 


All in all. everything went very well Now all we have to do is get the 
animals. 


= 


I thought I would review with you the grant application and explain a 
little bit what it means. The first page is routine. The second page is 

the budgeting, which was a thing 1 dreamed up simply because they 
apparently wanted tc have a budget, and we don't have to stick with it. 

Also I will have scme animal money from my appropriation which I can add 
to itif necessary. This will pay for my transportation to Africa for the 
period of time that I will join you. The statement about $590 a month 

for three months for your professional services and one month at $4099 
sounds rather arbitrary. I explained to the committee that this is arbitrary 
because I do not know how much time you would spend in the first three 
months getting ready for the final catch, and this was accepted. 


In item 3, paragraph B, Mrs. Morgan as assistant treasurer of the 
Smithsonian Institution will receive the money and transmit it to you. We 
will have to work out a schedule of payments to you. Let me know what |<” 
your idea on this would be and I will get together with Mrs. Morgan and } 
find out how this is usually handled. 

Paragraph 4, which is a plan of research, in the second line state*: 
"These studies will define the habits, movement patterns, and trails used 
by the antelopes." I think all that this entails is keeping rather copious 
notes about your observations, as I understood Tony to say that he would 
go into the mountains and spend some time studying the movements of the 
animals to determine where it would be best to set up his traps. The 
next sentence says that upon my arrival the base camp will be established 
at a roadhead in the mountains. This is not necessarily so, and certainly 
the establishment of the base camp does not depend on my arrival: you 
tell me when, and I'll be there. The next sentence is the real clincher 
because it states that plans for capture will be completed from previously 
gathered information. I tried to tell how I thought the animals would be 
caught, but in the light of "previously gathered information" we can deo 
anything we want, depending on when you want to move the animals or 
whether you want to acclimatize them right there. 


Don't feel that you have to be constrained by the wording of the grant 
because every man on the committee recognizes that field conditions 
dictate actions. 


On page 3, paragraph 4: the time that this will take of course is 
variable and we only expect it to take 8 months. I really suspect that one 
of our troubles will be that you two will catch the animals too quickly. 


Sub-paragraph C is my pay-off to the Geographic. I will have to write 
a story for them, and they will want to send 4 photographer along. I know 
they are intrigued by the idea of using a helicopter to get the animals out, 
and will want a picture of the animals “in the wild". I have sugge sted 
Tom Abercrombie as photographer, as he has had extensive experience 
overseas and was with me in India when I went out to get the white figer. 
They don't know if Abercrombie will be free at that time and have suggested 
Alan Roct. This is immaterial to me; let me know how you feel about Alan. 


@ - ® 


The Geographic will of course furnish all the film and the expenses of their 
photographer. Tom is a good man to work with and Iam sure that Alan 
under stands the problems that you would be up against in the field. 


The rest of the application seems to be fairly normal. I don't believe 
that the committee requested information from Conway, Heck or Talbot, 
but I had them primed with the proper answers anyway. 


Page 5 states that the field studies begin June 1. You can begin them 
any time you want, after we have received the final go-ahead from the 
Smithsonian Institution. In the second paragraph there is a statement 
about observations. Again, this is just recording what you see. In the 
third paragraph I talk about the fact that a great deal of research cannot 
he done. I do not want them to expect the sort of information put out by 
such people as George Schaller, who have published after long periods of 
study. mostly on plains animals that are easily observed. The last two 
paragraphs are of course a little scientific slop to make it look as though 
we are doing some valid work. Granted, it will be extremely interesting 
tc make parasitic examinations of a freshly caught animal and later 
examine the same animal after it has survived captive conditions. One 
of the things we want to do is study the animals after they have been in 

captivity for a long time. and note the changes in their physiology. 


Attachment "C" is certainly understated and I told the committee a 
good deal more than what we had written there. 


Now, what is the next step? What can I help you with? As I see it, 
there would be" 


(1) Securing the permit from the Kenya government to trap and export the 

animals. Please tell me to whom I should address a letter, and generally 

what I should say in the letter for you to get your trapping permit. Should 

I make any move toward approaching the Kenyan Ambassador to the United 

\e States, or should I write to the U. S. Ambassador to Kenya? I do not want 
} to cause you any difficulties so I will not take any action till I hear from you. 

J | : 

\? (2) I will see Claude Smith tomorrow in Chicago at a Zoo Veterinarians’ 

eo ) symposium, and I will discuss with him the possibility of quarantining the . 
CY 9g \ animals at your farm and shipping them directly out to New York. Ihad | 
7 “VY / previously talked to him andl understand he has sent you some information.\ 


\y 


J 


(3) We are making additional literary search to supplement the material i 
Ron Reuther published back in 1964. I doubt that we will find anything except | 
in hunting magazines. If you need any original papers on the bongo, let | \ 
me know, as 1 think I can get copies of them for you. 


the timing. that is, when you want 
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This all sounds ve Derceitine lam sure it is quite prosaic to you 
but we are all anxious. If I can get these bongo established here at the 
Zoo it will give me trading stock for okapis and other animals that my 
budget will not let me purchase outright. 


Lucy Mann and Elizabeth join me in sending best regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


P. &. Ted dictated this before he left for Chicago but did not have time 
to signit. Greetings to you both. 


THReed:lqm 


National Geographic Society Application 
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The. Committee for Research and Exploration will 
meet with Dr. Reed at 10:30 A.M. on March 19, 1968 to 
discuss the proposed "Bongo Expedition". 

EncloseaG are two copies of the revised appli- 
cation which were changed from the criginal in section 
lL.a. and 3.a. 
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c/o P.O. Box 30011, 
Nairobi, 


Dr, T. H. Reed, | Ze O- 68, 

The Director, oS ee 
The National Seblanies: Park, | DIRECTOR'S OFFICE - NZP 
Washington. 


Very many thanks for the photos which were of 
great interest to us all here, espcially those men who are 
still with us that were on the rhino (white) catching safari, 
Thank you also for the notes on the cannon net trapping. 


We have not had time to study your proposals 
regarding the Bongo operation so I am not expressing any 
views in this letter. We will get down to it over the 
week end. 


| At present we are engaged in a rhino moving 
operation with John King and it is not easy for us to 
fit in with his methods, so we feel we are working ina 
muddle all round. Politically it is policy to co-operate 
for the moment. I cant say that I reaily approve of the 
way in wnich the whole expedition is run, especially the 
way in which the rhinos are hurried along to their new 
territory. We have already delivered some to the Nairobi 
National Park and yesterday there was a panic because a 
belicose hefty rhino had broken out of it's pen and was 
rampaging round the Army Camp which adjoins the Park. 


Since you were here the political scene has 
changed quite a lot and we are not at all sure what our 
future here will be. This .overnment is certainly having a 
war on the Asian community’ and everybody else gets caught 
up in it. We are doubtful if they really want us here, 
our men do ofcourse. It is all rather sad because this: 
country could go ahead so well. 


Many thanks for Fone me the price lists which 
are of interest and are a guide to us. : 


Vew Crit uiske, 
ee J Len Cee, 
HR 
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AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 
OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 


Issued by the Postmaster General, East Africa 
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February 15, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 

Nairobi, Kenya 


Dear John and Tony: 


You are probably wondering, now that February 12th has passed, what 
happened tc the bongo mo ey the answer, in our bureaucratic language, 
is that it has been delay ed. We put the grant in, on the proper application 
papers of the National Geographic Society, and thought we made a pretty 
good presentation. However, Dr, Carmichael did not present it because 
he ose it needed beefing up in financial estimates. He alse zp that the 
tenor of the meeting was unfavorable, and he delayed it until next mg 
We are now re-doing the application, and have to fake up a sudget < 
this $20,060. 


First off, if we start at the back end of it, there are “0 days of 
quarantine. Figuring $10 a day 264 animal, 90 days for three animals 
would cost $2700. We allow $100 for Wanepcrtation down here. Air 
transport for animals and attendant would come to about $3206. Helicopter 
time at $125 an hour, if you are going to be in camp for two months and 
need te TP S flo wn in once a week, would come to about $4000. We are 
pyle. 25 $1500 for skylifting the animals out; $3000 for laborers, camp 

nen, trackers and trappers; and $6600 for camp maintenance, trucks, 
Sesto isas, and professional services. 


This is the budget that we have fixed up. If you have any changes or 
adjustments to make, please let me know. There will be no apecial equip- 
ment bought, but we will have to secure the use of the helicopter and 
the plane to fly the animals out. 


Since the National Geographic is trying to act scientific, you will see 
by the attached application that I have put in a lot of scientific glop, iach 
as noting the animal's habits, etc., which I am assuming is the thing you 
normally do when you are on the track of some elusive animal. We will 
have to sit down with a tape recorder and talk all this out. If droppings 
are found in the wild, they should be collected and preserved and later 
analyzed for learning about types of food. When the animals are caught, 
we would like to bleed them for hematological studies and examine them 
for parasites. Then when the animals come to the National Zoo we will 
have to keep them gentle, run blood tests, observe estrus cycles , and 
we hope during pregnancy to get urine samples to determine the hormone 
output. 


= @ 


Undoubtedly the Geogra phic will want to send a photog 
and will want a story. 1¢y would like to get a picture of 
in the wild. I can also one picture they would be delighte 
-~- a picture of Thelma Saskia at the bongo 


If ¥0 u have any questions or suggestions, please let me know. The 
copy of the attached application was ‘the first submitte a and does not 
include the budget figures. We are now preparing the second application. 

Incidentally, I have had several conversations with Dr. Claud Smith 
about keeping the bongo in quarantine in Nairobi for shipping cut. He 
seems favorablg inclined but noncommittal. 


I thank Tony for sending me the pictures. The holiday down at the 
beach sounds wonderful, and I can imagine the joy you had with the boat. 


Young Dillon rhino continues to do well, and the giraffe is expecting 
momentarily. All the female wildebeests are heavy with calf, and the 
Cape buffalo are going to have a baby. 


Under separate cover Iam sending you some black and white 8x10 
pictures of our white rhinos, black rhinos, giraffes, so that you can 
NESTA ETS ORD ‘ 
show them to your co-workers i le em see the animals that you 
have shipped cut. 


fam also sending you a book on cannon netting and trying to find 
cut more about rocket netting. We have sent you price lists from time 
to time. 


I have a recurring nightmare of falling off a 400-foot cliff that looks 
suspiciously like Hell's Gate. But this is negated by such happy 
memories of gerenuk standing in the middle of the road, five giraffes 
hiding among the trees, as well as little hyraxes jumping around the 
rocks, and wonderful, wonderful elephants. 

With best regards to you all, 


sincerely yours, 


Theodore H, Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


THReed:lqm 
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CAB LEGRAM February 15, 1968 


Mr. John Seago 
c/o Barclay's Bank 
Box 30011 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Decision on Bongo grant delayed a month. Letter 
follows. 

Theodore H. Reed, D.V.M. 
Director 


GSA Operator /A.S. 


Time: 10:20 a.m. 


cc: H. Hawell 
Chron. Fale 
SM File 
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National Geographic Society; 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 


MELVIN M. PAYNE 


PRESIDENT 


January 22, 1968 


Dr. Theodore H. Reed, Director, 
National Zoological Park, 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D. C. 20009. 


Dear Ted: 

Thank you very much for your interesting letter of January 12th, which 
is a proposal for support of an expedition to collect three Bongo antelopes in 
the Aberdare Mountains of Kenya, East Africa. 

As you point out, this is not only an elusive animal, but is a very 
beautiful one and would certainly make a great hit with your visitors at the zoo 
as well as help to insure the survival of the species. 

Iam referring your proposal to the Society's Research Committee which 
is scheduled to hold its regular monthly meeting on February 12th. We ought 
to have some indication of the Committee's recommendation at that time. 

Trust this meets with your approval. 


With warmest personal regards, I am, 


Sincerely yours, 


President. 


MMP:ck 


ce: Dr. Carmichael 
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Name of Applicant; REED H. THEODORE & 
(For Index) A Middle First 
Mail Address: 


'National Geographic Society 
Committee for Research and Exploration 
17th and M Streets, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20036 


Applications should be typewritten on one side of page only with a 
heavily inked ribbon. 


Date: March 8, 1968 


Project (Give an explanatory title in ten words or less): 


"Bongo"Antelope (Boocerus eurycerus) 


a. Explain the proposed research, and indicate the relation of what 
you plan to do with previous and current work on the subject, by. 
yourself or others (use additional page 5 if necessary): 


See Page 5 


. Under what major field of science do you classify this project? 


Biological sciences 


Biographical facts about applicant: 
a. Name: THEODORE H. REED 


b. Mail address: National Zoological Park 
Washington; DseC. “20009 
Washington, D. C..=— guly. 2, 1922 


. Education and degrees with institutions and dates: 


. Place and date of birth: 


Doctor of Veterinary Medicine - Kansas State University, 1945 


Present position (institution and rank): 
National Zoological Park 
Director 


. Personal data, (marital status, number of children, etc. If you 
have a biographical statement, please append it): 


See Attachment B 


(If others are to participate in the project, please give the 
above biographical facts about each such person. Additional 
pages may be used.) 


* 
s 


Name of Applicant REE H. THEODORE = 


Total amount needed in the grant requested from the National Geographic Society: 


. Budgeting of this sum to be specified in detail, e.g., equipment, 
assistants (name and qualification), field work, travel, etc. The 
Committee is very anxious to have the budget items given with 
precision and in detail: 


Professional Services 
John Seago & Tony Parkinson (See Attachment C) 
3 months @ $500 
1 month @ $4000 


Camp (incl. trucks, equipment, etc.) Maintenance 
Salaries for laborers, camp men, trackers, & trappers 
Supplies and airlifting of same 

Airlifting animals 

Quarantine of animals (90 days X 3 animals X $10/day) 
Air transport for animals and attendant to the U.S.A. 


Total 


b. Person or Institution (Please note that no charge for overhead i 
allowed) to whom payment should be made: 
Smithsonian Institution 
c/o Mrs. -Betty.J. Morgan, Assistant: Treasurer 
. Schedule of payments desired: 
$20,000..0n- dune 1, 2966 


If a grant involving travel abroad is approved no payment will 
be made until the Society has the following information: (1) 
that a passport from the State Department can be secured and 
if necessary a foreign visa, and (2) that, if the work is to 
be done in any laboratory or library abroad, adequate access 
to the same has been assured and the material to be studied 
will be available. | 


a. Plan for research or exploration (Please outline techniques to be used): 


Three. months prior. te My arrival in Nairobi; Kenya, Mev oSeage 
and his staff will begin their studies of the Bongo. These studies 
will define the habits, movement patterns, and trails used by the 
antelope. Upon my arrival a base camp will be established at a 
roadhead in the Aberdare Mountains. From this point, plans and 
preparations for the capture will be completed in light of the 
previously gathered information. Nets will be employed for the 
capture after which corrals will be erected, and the animals will 
go through a period of acclimatization to human contact at the 
capture site. During this time, re-supply from the base camp will 
be accomplished by helicopter which will also transport the animals 
back to the roadhead. Overland transport in crates to Mombasa and 
ocean shipment to New York (Domestic Quarantine) via an overseas 
stop (Foreign Quarantine) and on to Washington,D.C. will follow. 


Page three 


Name of Applicant: REED & ny THEODORE 


b. Expected duration of investigation: 


3 months field research 

1 month intense field research and capture 
4 months quarantine and transport to NZP 
Continuous captive research 


c. Proposed method and means of publication: 


Expedition report for the National Geographic Magazine. Field 
and captive research reports to various scientific and zoological 


societies. 


Amount and nature of institutional contributions toward this work (if you 
are receiving no aid on this project from a university or other organization 


or individual, please explain): 


The expedition is to be totally financed by the National Geographic 
Society with the exclusion of services rendered by myself and other 
staff (including travel). All documentation of the expedition will 
be the property of the Society and the animals collected will be 
donated to the National Zoological Park for public exhibition as 
well as for extended research. 


Previous grants received for this work, grants now available, or applications 
to other organizations which are now pending, stating whether they are 
alternative with your request to the Society (ives; 42 ohe Of them te. etanted. 
will it make this application unnecessary?) If another request for a grant is 
made after this is sent to the Society, please notify the Society <tc. once: 


No previous grants have been received for this work and. to the best 
of my knowledge, there are no other grants available. No grant 
applications have been made to other organizations. 
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Name of Applicant: r®. Hs THEODORE ee 


7. Names and addresses of at least three individuals competent to pass judgment 
upon your project. (Note: The Committee has its own sources of information, 
and these references may or may not be used in evaluating the proposal): 


William G. Conway, Director Dr. Lee M. Talbot 

New York Zoological Park Office of Ecology 

185th Street & Southern Museum of Natural History 
Boulevard Smithsonian Institution 

Bronx, New York 10460 Washington, D. C. 


Dr. Heinz Heck, Director 
and General Curator 

RED I 

Catskill, New York 12414 


8. *Books and papers published by the applicant. (Please send full bibliography, 
if convenient): 


a. "Remodeled Bird House & New Great Flight Cage at the National 
ZOOlogical Park," International Zoo Yearbook, 1966. 

b.. ."“Goratla. Birth et: Natronal Zoological Park, Washington; D.C.” 
with Bernard F. Gallagher, Der Zoologische Garten, Oct. 1963 


c. "Enchantress! Rare White Tiger Comes to Washington", National 
Geographic Magazine, May 1961 
dad. "Toxoplasmosis in a Swamp Wallaby", with S. W. Thompson, Journal 


of the American Veterinary Medical Association, Dec. 1952. 


9. If the grant request presented here is approved the applicant pledges himself 
to present a preliminary report on the project to the National Geographic 
Society on October 15, 1968 (give date) and a final formal report on 


duly 1, 1969 (give date), 


Typed name: Theodore H. Reed 


Le 


Signat 


,, 


*It is my intention to write a popular account of the expedition and 
document the veterinary reports at capture and until the animals 
enter quarantine. All subsequent reports will be made by technically 
qualified members of the Zoo's staff (Dr. Clinton W. Gray, Veteri- 
narian; Dr. John F. Eisenberg, Animal Behavioralist; and Dr. (soon 
to be appointed), Pathologist). Their bibliographies can be supplied 
if the Committee should desire. ; 


Name of Applicant: REED, H. THEODORE 
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This page is to be used in explaining the project if additional 
information beyond that given on page one (Item la) is necessary. 


The Bongo is one of the rarest and least well known of the 
antelope family. To the best of my knowledge it has never been 
photographed in the wild and seldom shot due to its acute sense 
of hearing and an amazing ability to maneuver through dense foliage. 
The major accounts of its habits in the wiid have come from hunters. 
Since only nine of these animals have reached captivity, the small 
amount of documentation that has been done was compiled and published 
by R. T. Reuther (Cleveland Zoo) in 1964 in his article "The Bongo-- 
With Noteson Captive Animals" (See Attachment A). 


The field study will begin on June 1, 1968 and continue for 
three months. Messrs. Seago and Parkinson will be working ina 
particular, heavily forested area of the Aberdare Mountains of 
Kenya that they know to be the habitat of a number of Bongos. 

Their observations during this period will establish definitive 
records on the animal's feeding and watering habits, rest and 
activity periods, territorial limits, and perhaps more detailed 
observations of their group behavior, social hierarchy, sexual dis- 
play and mating patterns. Necessarily, their field studies will be 
directed towards establishing trail movements that will enable them 
to make the eventual capture. 


The location of these trails and the Bongo's movements at 
specific times will add greatly to our field knowledge and most 
importantly will allow me to make a more efficient and intensive 
study in the limited time (1 month) that I will have. Their droppings 
will be analyzed to establish food intake and the presence of para- 
sites. Data on the local flora and water supply will be collected 
for further analysis. In a limited area we will try to establish a 
numerical count on the Bongo and other species of wildlife. It may 
be possible to record their tendencies of flight and fight, their 
courtship and territorial behavior and if young are present, the 
relationships within a.fami ly group... Because of the nugged: terrain, 
the animal's elusiveness, and the time limitation, a great deal of 
field research cannot be accomplished but because there is so little 
known of the Bongo what can be documented will be a real scientific 
contribution as well as an invaluable aid in our subseguent captive 
research. 


Upon capture, I, as a veterinarian will examine the animals, 
noting their reaction, taking blood samples, conducting urine and 
feces tests, studying for internal and external parasites, and con- 
firming or rejecting previous observations as to diets, habits, and 
general physiological condition. 


This above data will correlate with the captive research in 
terms of establishing food preference and adaptivity to human con- 
tact, both of which will take place at the site of capture and 
continue through their transfer to quarantine and the National Zoo- 
logical: Park. 
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Name of Applicant: REED, H. THEODORE 


Once established here at the Zoo, our Veterinary, Bio- 
medical and Animal Behavior staffs will conduct numerous 
research studies to ascertain those factors that can only be 
accurately recorded with a captive specimen. These will 
include hemalogical changes, metabolic patterns, nutritional 
requirements, social relationships, oestrus cycles and 
behavior, mating behavior, gestation periods, hormonal dis- 
charges before and after conception, pregnancy behavior, labor 
cycles, delivery technique, post-natal activity, placenta 
examination (part of an already established program with NIH), 
mother-offspring relationship, milk analysis, growth curves 
(including horn development) and chromosomal studies in con- 
junction with Dr. Kurt Benerschke (Dartmouth University). 


Since the above mentioned report, the Cleveland Zoo has 
obtained a mate for their female but has conducted no further 
tests nor published any additional data. The other captive 
animal is in Antwerp and they have not published either. 


ATTACHMENT A 


DER ZOOLOGISCHE GARTEN 
AN, F.), Band 28, Helt6. 


ee eee ce een ae) ee ee ee 


ABHANDLUNGEN | 


The Bongo ( Taurotragus eutietisl With Notes on 


: / Captive Animals . 
By Rona.p T. REvTHER, Cleveland 


With 5 figures : 

Received 5. March 1962 

The Bongo is one of the least known antelopes in the world. Originally . 
described by Ocrisy in 1836 from a pair of horns of unknown origin, its 
color and pattern was unknown until 1861 when Du CuatLtv described it 
' from a skin. Du CuamLuu gave the animal the name Bongo by which he 
said it was known to the natives of the Gaboon. Since its original discovery 
few specimens have been collected and only 9 individuals are known to have 
ever been captive outside Africa (Table I). Comments on captive animals at 
the Cleveland, Ohio, USA, Zoo and other zoos are included in the following 
discussion which attempts to collate the habits and characteristics of the 
bongo. Lack of information concerning the bongo is probably due to its 
secretive habits and its extremely rugged habitat, for it lives in heavy forest 
with thick undercover. PERcIVAL (1928) says: »There is little doubt but 
that it was s rinderpest that reduced this omelore almost to extinction in 

1896.4. a dagiteenlsen 2°" pies 

Classification and Nomenclature’ 


Like all antelopes this aa i8 pivced in fire family Bovidae. It is in the 
subfamily Bovinae, and the tribe Strepsicerotint, which includes the kudu and 
eland group, according to Smumpson (1945). The classification and nomen- 
clature has been rather confused through the years. Given the original generic 
name Boocercus by THOMAS in 1902, it was placed in the genus T'aurotragus 
by Simpson (1945) who places only the bongo and the elands in this genus. 
For years it was classed with the harnessed antelopes or bushbucks which 
were considered to be the 5 following species: Bongo, Nyala (Strepsiceros 
angast), Sitatunga (S. speket), Guib or Bushbuck (S. scriptus), and Harn- 
essed antelope (S. gratus). LYDEKKER (1894) thought it was closely related 
to the kudus, while RoosreveLt & HELLER (1914) placed it between »the 
bushbuck and an eland in size and in some respects in habits«. These same 

. authors say: »In the horned character of the female, the striped body and 
bovine tail, the bongo resembles the eland and may be considered its 
forest representative«. They also record that it is found in herds like the 
eland. Most modern writers relate it most closely to the clands. Recent — 
authors list only 3 races of the bongo as follows: Taurotragus eu. eurycerus 


Der Zool. Garten, Bd. 2, : . ae 20 3 


Ones 


6 | »Heema- 
kerke 


8 | »Karene | 


9 | eNabelie 


14aact 


teancs 


coopers 


Oy 


No. Name | | Race Sex L Date Born 
1 ? coopers | 2 ? 
(?) 
2 | »Doreena isaaci g 12-1-1931 
(Approx.) 
8 ? teaacs 3 ? 
4 ? isaact Q ? 
5 | eAfukires teaact Q ? 
»The Silent : 


Q | 12-17-36 
Born aboard 
Dutch ship _ 
»Heemskerke 
in Red Sea, 
Mother 5 


? 12- ?-1936 
(Approx.) 
appeared to 
be about 8 mo. 
old from a 
photo taken 
7-21-37 


Q last week 
April 1958 


g | 1959-1960 


» 


Table I 


Bongos in Captivivy 
\ 


Date 
Captured Date Died 

During or 1926 at sea 

prior to 1926 

6-6-1932 3-23-1951 
(known age 
approx. 19 yrs., 
4 mo., 23 days) 

Arrived in | 8-17-1938 | 2 

Rome, Italy poe 

11-14-1935 | ~~ 

Arrived in | 6-1-1947 

Rome, Italy 

11-14-1935 

Late 1936 4-12-1939 of 
Pulmonary 
tuberculosis 
5-9-1938 of 
Bovine tuber- 
culosis (Gen- 
eralized) 
(Known age 
1 yr., 5 mo., 
23 days) 

Arrived Between June 

Antwerp Zoo} and Oct. 1940 


(7-20-1937) 


Ist week of | Still living 
May 1968 

(only a few 

days old) © 


1960 Still living 


. Locality 
Captured 


Congo 


Aberdare 
Mts., Ken- 
ya, E. Af- 


rica 


Aberdare 


Mts. 


Aberdare 
Mte. 


N. E. Aber- 
dare Mts. 
Kenya, E. 
Africa 


Banalia, 
Congo 


Near Ft. 
Winchester 
Aberdare 


Mts. Kenya, 


East Africa 
(9,000 ft.) 


Congo 


Exhibited 
At 


Died at sea 
enroute to 
Europe 


Bronx Zoo, 
New York 
1-4-1933 to 
3-23-1961 

(18 yrs., 2 mo., 
17 days) 


Rome Zoo, 


Col. Pency- 


Italy 11-14-1935] Saurs or Col. 


to 8-17-1938 
(2 yrs., 10 mo., 
3 days) . 


Rome Zoo, 
Italy 11- 
14-1935 to 6- 


GatTtt1 


Col. Percy- 
SmitTH or Col 
GaTTI 


1-1947 (11 yrs, 


6 mo., 17 days) 


London, Eng- 
land, Regents 
Park Zoo 12- 
29-1936 to 4- 
12-1939 (2 yrs., 
4 mo., 8days) 


London, Eng- 
land, Regents 
Park Zoo 12- 
29-1936 to 6- 
9-1938 (1 yr., 
5 mo., 11 days) 


Antwerp Zoo 
Belgium (7- 
20-1937 to June 
to October 
1940) 


Cleveland Zoo 
Ohio 6-23-1959 
to present 


Antwerp Zoo, 
Belgium 6- ?- 
1960 to present 


Col. Percy- 
Sura & 
GANDAR- 
DoWwER 


DE MEDINA 
& DA SILva 


~— 


Atax Roor 


DE MEDINA 
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being the typical race and inhabiting West Africa, 7’. eu. cooperi occuring 
in the Belgian Congo, and 7. eu. tsaact being the eastern race. BROCKLE- 
HURST (1931) and a few others list a fourth, 7. eu. katanganus from seeenge 
'n the southern Belgian Congo. : 

lt has been called bongo, broad-horned antelope, and harnessed an- 
telope. Recorded native names are: among the Kikuyu »N’Dongorog, 
among the Ndorobo »Siroya«; among the Azande »Mbangana«; among the 
Mandingos »ITromme«; among the Veys »Guin«; among the Congolese 
»Kenge«; among the Liberians »Elk«, and among the Uele »Banganac. 


Geographical Distribution 

It inhabits forest habitat in west, east, and central Africa including 
Liberia, Fanti, the Ashkankolu Mountains, Gaboon, the Gold Coast, the 
Belgian Congo, and the Aberdare Mountains in Kenya. It also occurs 
in extreme southern Sudan along the northern boundaries of the Belgian 
and French Congo (BRocKLEHURST 1931). Finn (1923) recorded the bongo 
in eastern Uganda. It does not occur in Nigeria (CANSDALE-1951). Rooss- 
VELT & HELLER (1914) speaking of East Africa say it is found ony, in 
heavily forested areas and above 6,000 feet (see Fig. 1). 


Description 


It is often described as the most beautiful antelope. Male ead female 
are very similar and, like the eland, both sexes have massive horns, the 
tips of which yellow with age. They spiral in one complete twist, but gene- 
rally the females horns are not as large as males. The record horn measure- 
ment is 391/, inches [isaaci race] (BROCKLEHURST 1931) and an average 
measurement would be 33 inches (WENDER 1947). The ears are large and 
very noticeable. Adults average a shoulder height of 4 feet. Maypon 
(1932) records a cow measuring 52 inches from heel to point of withers 
and a bull measuring 55 inches at the withers. BRocKLEHURST (1931) 
Says adults weigh to 480 Ibs. The species has short hair with an erect mane 
Tunning from shoulder to rump. The basic color is deep chestnut-red with 
the female being a brighter red than the male. Males grow darker with 
age and become black about the head and neck. Both sexes have white 
vertical stripes on the back and sides, numbering 11 to 14 (RoosEvELtt& 
HELLER 1914),. though the usual number is 11 to 12 (CaNspaLz 1951). 
Apparently the number of stripes ‘on each side is rarely equal. The captive 
individual now at the Cleveland Zoological Park has 12 stripes on her left 
side and 13 on her right. Both sexes have a white crescent on the chest 
and both have 2 white spots on the sides of the head and a white bar across 
the snout. RoosEvetr' & HELLER (1914) say: »Newly born young have the 

same color pattern of the adults, but the body is rich tawny and the dark 
areas are much suppressed«, The same authors say: »The eastern race re- 
sembles closely the typical species of West Africa, but appears to be larger 
and darker colored and perhaps marked with a few less transverse 2 cas 
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S 
Behavior and Life History Notes 

The Bongo is one of Africa’s most elusive animaJs and depends on its 
cars more than its cyes or scnse of smell] in detecting danger. Bongos 
appear to be diurnal depending on weather and local conditions. Ion1pEs 
(1956) says: »The white stripes on the dark background make these animals 
definitely conspicuous in the forest, and their stripes can be seen in bamboo 
before the actual shape of the animal is visible«. 

Its haunts are shared by the forest hog and the Jeopard and its young 
are preyed upon by the leopard (RoosEvELT & HELLER 1914). VERsCHUREN 
(letter, 1959) says he »found a young bongo in a 3.25m python«. Du 
CHAILLU (1861) says: »It is very shy, swift of foot, and exceedingly graceful 
in its motions«. Old bulls are usually solitary, but younger males, cows 
and calves associate in small herds. Root (letter, 1959a) reports a herd 
of 20 bongos feeding on »Myandarawa«, a peak in the Aberdare Range, 
at an elevation of about 10,500 feet. . 

Percivau (1924) speaking of the isaaci race says: spice the dry 
season it haunts the higher levels of the wooded mountains and frequently 
visits the bamboo jungles; in the rains, it comes lower down«. He also 
says bongos, »unlike most other antelopes, are fond of wallowing in the 
mud puddles often found near the salt-licks. Having coated themselves 
with mud they copy the elephant, seeking a favorite tree against which 
to rub it off; at the same time they polish their horns.« The same author 
says: »Thcir droppings are distinctive, similar to those of cattle, but 
smaller.« However, the droppings of the captive animal at the Cleveland 
Zoo are variable depending on diet, temperature, time of estrous cycle, 
and possible other factors. Sometimes they are pelleted Jike those of other 
antelopes and deer and sometimes they are more typical of domestic cattle. 

LYDEKKER (1908) says: »As for voice, bongo do not bark like bushbuck 
and kudu, but occasionally make a noise like eland«. The captive individual 
at Cleveland has repeatedly been heard to give a bleat very much like 
that of a domestic calf. This call is frequently given in BAC ee to her 
keepers. . 

PrercivaL (1924) says: saa thax trait is their disinclination to take 
the smallest of jumps. Let a fallen log bar the way, and they will go round 
if they can, or creep under, and they will creep where one might suppose 
it would be vastly less exertion to jump.« The captive female at Cleveland 
has been known to easily jump over a ae 43 inches high when she desired 
to enter her shelter. - | 

FRANK Finn (1923) says, »The cows are said to have several young 
ata birth, a very unusual peculiarity in wild ungulates«. In the only re- 
corded captive birth (Table I), only one young was born. BROCKLEHURS 
(1931) says: »The cows generally drop their calves about December and 
January, and I think that the bulls only run with the herds during the 
mating season¢«. Roor (letter, 1959b) had a female bongo that was born 
the second week of August 1959. Of the 9 captive bongos recorded in 


D. Zoolog. 
RK. T. REUTHER Garten (NF), 


pan eT ENS bidet ela’ 1) PARK re) 
bas 7 ayo) ¥ ae "hy i ee 1 : ek is ey . 
RE SE a RN AN 
Wa ae aa se a sane SSRRU INN ih ica % ON 
‘ ae le Yi Maks oat “Saunt BAAS a aaa" \ aus a Mia e Tes rai 
a ae SIS cre ENTS Sees Eersh “my ees : Sie os ee : . 
r) es . i vt \ oy. Sy at Zs ps 1G i f : eee i2 ors rT re hae “tt s : ; 
ef vw r : 4 ee “poets bt \ PS 


tee Rhy 9s a 
ork, te ate hg vod ss: at tt ; : joa ick Ms Tae 
et 4 PY ‘ . ss, ae: Se ay ths x vo 7 Me ie a P Be nt ara 4 aot ee EA 
oh teal tee PA Nad . 4 ‘ : — vt vat & gt Er ager as \ \ x wh 
+ , ; Xt why «hw Wee y Cee 5 wet Sha . . \ My ‘ ys Me Pert 

Bateson vith aut >? gehe sr oa ANE ‘ i \ Sie 

ge at % K ‘ 
: oak ~ay: 

= OF ey ‘ts ae ‘ 
a : AE ee a a“ Sa hea ~ 
‘ F x if i“ , ks ‘ 
| ip Be FEN 


-_ ewww 4 
. . 
+ 


a 
meh ry Nace 
. “ht wu iy: se 


- Y ‘ 
7 A . ; pets * 
s ze! = 
¥ ne se . t & fides 
“40 "Oh gig tad 4p: 
nee ee ie “e 
a 


ee ot 4 


~~ le ene oe ee 
. BR a SE ae ed 2! en ¢ . 
«7 - “ i 4- 
ei. F i 
. bd * 
4 iat. eae 
a “4 . 
: 


. 


wt ae AB, woe 
“o any a a. 


fp SANT rete mermepat re 
ps . ct. « *) 
Sal aot ans eal as ; on < 
of tes “a ‘ , ‘ 
: ass < 
Pete: i eee Prt 
< te eae ey - 
ae eet t. : 
Ps et eave Roe G t 7 
% J ae + ; ‘ 
. SCRIPT 3a ih ee weet +5 
Lae a ~ “ay - cle, ” * 
¥3 ae oe ‘ teto- « see 
‘Meee ys et ease > ° 
a “Ye, ay oo Ny Sete 
arate oe 


RTE it a 
Sh 
* z ky ae 03 fe 
“ : Se cit tht) 
< . - 4 . * 
fe, TAS ie A ee a noes ay 7 ¥ 
. e . . a 4 . ° . “4 
“ er, ot 4 3 sh 
ae Bert te a Ta te wetvcl 
eae + on ee hie. Ss Ue 
. on ea ~~ 
‘ 


NB 


ake x y we WN 


. f - Be oS ye es xt, e. im pi 
* - te CA sa: oe oa a - 
y Oh Sie: LS A - Me 2 a 1 , 
Roy MEte te Sa eB: 
Sa a at 4 3 tte we, . 
4, 7 Me ‘ ad 
. ify Ve 73 
Fi big. 4g re 
: % ook 
‘ a= a 2 2 y, 
‘ <3 ee eld ‘ 


- Sent 


2 . oe eee aoe soak 
lan a REL eS é ’ ride y - 
Rees Pedi n tee AC Mae Ae . 


bicodacs iow atest pitas Bak! anes Ea ag A BAN Reng ult be aatee ol Bon Sa i aN 


Fig. 4. Female Bongo antelope sKarens, about 17 months ald. Picture taken September tee: 
Phot.: Archiv Cleveland Zoological Park 
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table I, 3 are einiated to have been born in December ee one in Apri. 
It was not possible to estimate the birth dates of the 5 other animals. 
The captive female at the Cleveland Zoological Park was believed: 


to have first come in heat at the age of 20 months. The first period noted: 


occurred December 13—14, 1959. Succeeding periods were noted January 6, 


January 30, and February 21, 1960. The next observed period. started 
on August 13, 1960, followed by others on September 7, September 29, 


October 30, December 17, 1960, and January 10, 1961. During the. in- 


tervals February 21 to August 13 and October 30 to December 17, 1960, 
other periods may have occurred, but were not abserved. The recorded 
intervals, excluding the interval from February to August and in. No- 
vember, from onset. to onset are, in sequence: 25 days, 24 days, 22 days, 
26 days, 22 days, 31 days, 18 days and 25 days. This interval approximates 
that of domestic cattle which is about 21 days (Aspect, 1946) and that 
of the common eland of 3 weeks (HEapg, 1901). These periods were indi- 
cated by increased physical activity or friskiness by the fenvale, a more 
frequent recognition of the keeper by a bleating call, and loose stools. 
A very slight swelling of the vulva was believed detected coincident with 
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Fig. 5. Female Rongo antelope »Karens, 4 years old, still growing borne. Picture taken 

a 4--25--1962. --- Phot.: REBMAN, Cleveland. | | 

a slight discharge of blood. On October 2, 1960 a clear fluid discharge. 

was noticed following a slight blood flow which was first detected on 

September 29. The keeper feels that her behavior is unusual during heat 
for about 3 days. 

A female which lived in the New York Zoological Park 18 years, 2 

months, and 17 days (CRANDALL, letter, 1958), was 19 years, 4 months, 

and approximately 23 days old at death. This is the known record. 


e 


Food : : 
 Roosevert & Wenver (1914) say: *They do not graze, but browsee.. 
Young bamboo shoots are gaid to be a favorite food (Ioniprs 1956). 
CaNSDALE (1951) says: »It is fond of raiding coco yam farms in the Gold 
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Coast for the tender young leaves and often visits deserted farmlands to 
get cassava and sweet potato leaves«. Several authors mention bongos 
frequenting salt-licks and having a pronounced taste for charred and 
rotten wood. In captivity ALan Roor (fide) fed the Cleveland female, 
when only a few days old, pasturized whole cow’s milk from a bottle. 
When 4 months old this animal was taking 5 quarts of milk daily and at 
5 months of age she was eating sweet potato plants, lucerne, maize, and 
other greenstuffs. The captive bongo »Doreen«, captured at about the age 
of 6 months, was immediately persuaded to suck from a domestic cow and 
later drink milk from a basin (PERcy-SmitrH 1933). »Karen«, the Cleveland 
female is now thriving on alfalfa hay, a pelletized mixture of grains, molasses, 
and other additives, and cut mixed vegetables. | 
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ATTACHMENT B Se 


T. H. Reed was born in Washington, D.C., on July 25, 1922. His 
father was an officer in the United States Army, and consequently reared 
his family at various military posts, including Fort Benning, Fort 
Leavenworth, and Manila, as well as several colleges where he served as 
Professor of Military Science and Tactics. 


He graduated from the School of Veterinary Medicine, Kansas State 
College, in 1945 with the degree of Doctor of Veterinary Medicine. The 
following year he was instructor in veterinary pathology at his Alma Mater. 
From 1946 to 1948 he served as one of the assistant State veterinarians 
for the State of Oregon, doing disease investigations, livestock sanitary 
law enforcement, and inspection of slaughter houses and auction yards. 

He entered private practice in Caldwell, Idaho, Ashland, Oregon, and 
Portland, Oregon, in 1949. In his practice he has general experience with 
dairy and range cattle, artificial insemination, hog and sheep practice, 
light horses as well as race track practice. In Portland he was associated 
with the Rose City Veterinary Hospital, and engaged in both large and 

small animal practice. During his stay in Portland he was assistant to 

the official veterinarian for the Oregon Race Commission. He had several 
years of experience officiating in various capacities at the horse and 

dog tracks. While in Portland he served as veterinarian to the Portland Zeo, 
and from 1951 to 1955 he served on the Mayor's Zoo commission. It was 
during this time that Dr. Reed became interested in zoos as a career. 


In 1955 Dr.. Reed was appointed veterinarian at the National Zoological 
Park in Washington, D.C. He became Acting Director in 1956 and in 1958 
became Director - the position which he now holds. 


Dr. Reed is a Fellow in the Amprican Association of Zoological Parks 
and Aquariums. He was elected President of that organization in 1963. 


In 1962 Dr. Reed received the Arthur S. Flemming Award for being 
"one of the ten outstanding young men in Federal service." 


In 1961 Dr. Reed traveled to India for the procurement of animals, 
notably the white tigress from Rewa Province, and in 1963 traveled to 
indonesia to bring back two Komodo dragons. 


ce Dr. Reed has traveled extensively in Europe to study methods of sco 
management and construction. 


Under the directorship of Dr. Reed the National Zoological Park is 
now undergoing a complete reconstruction and modernization program. 
This program will not only improve the exhibition and animal management 
practices, for the enjoyment of the visitors and the betterment of the 


So .-2- é 


animals, but will also emphasize the scientific potentialities of the 
Zoo and the educational possibilities within the Zoo. 


Memberships International Union of Directors of Zoological 

Gardens 

International Wild Waterfowl Association 
“American Veterinary Medical Association 
Washington Biologists Field Club 
~East African Wildlife Society 

Avicultural Society of England 

D.C. Academy of Medicine 

Cosmos Club 


Publications "Enchantress! Rare White Tiger Comes to 
Washington," National Geographic Magazine, 
May, 1961. 


Contributions to Parks and Recreation, Inter- 
national Zoo Yearbook, etc. 


Dr. Reed is married and has one son and one daughter. 


ATTACHMENT C 


Qualifications of Assistants 


The $20,000 will be in payment to Mr. John Seago, an 


animal dealer from Nairobi, Kenya, and will compensate him 
for the outlined study, the outfitting and conduct of the 
expedition from Nairobi to the Aberdare Mountains, and the 
incurred expenses of shipping three Bongos to the "National 
Zoological Park in Washington, D. C. 


My first association with Mr. Seago was in 1956 when he 


captured and sent to our Zoo the first pair of Square-lipped 
White Rhinoceros ever exhibited in North America. My last 
was when I visited his excellent facilities in Kenya during 
November, 1967. I can attest to his expertise and his 
qualifications without reservations. Mr. James Fisher speaks 
highly of Nin. an-his-1967: poubpiication Zoos of ‘the World (op. 

as follows: 


“John Seago and his partner Anthony Parkinson are 
Englishmen who operate from Nairobi in Kenya. They 
work only on orders from zoological gardens and similar 
institutions or from wild nature reserves; and they 
are the very antithesis of the old bring-'em-back-alive 
operators. As Seago himself writes: 'The man to whom 
the supposed glamour of the job is the main appeal 
may not be at all ideal.'"' But although Seago's team 
approach their jobs ina quiet and unspectacular way, 
collLetting a@ white yhinoe 16 stril aujob of some 


dimensions. Male square-lipped rhinos often weigh three 


tons and sometimes up to four. Not<all of them are 
captured when adult, but it needs a first-class team of 
highly experienced field men to catch a white rhino of 


142-145) 


any age at no risk to human life--and no risk to rhino life. 


"Seago's field team, heavily motorized, usually includes 
SO AfTicans of several different tribes, trained to work 


well not only with the animals but also with each other. 
"The degree of nervous tension suffered by newly caught 
animals is not always appreciated," he writes. "It is 


here that ‘the qwWiet, confident stocknan £5 <s6: important..." 


Seago has trained his own men to be quiet and confident, 
and as a result he has a very low mortality rate among 
the animals he catches. His team is at once tender and 
tough; it .15 in the kind of business where it has to be, 
Unlike many big- game catchers, Seago does not use drug- 
darts. His main technique with rhinos and other large 


ungulates involves the use of stockades or corrals, combined 


with very clever, very gentle driving. Always he works 
with the game wardens from whom he gets the licence to 


trap; always he works within the law. As a conservationist 


hé 26 far ahead of many anti-dealer people I could name." 


ATTACHMENT C 


Qualifications of Assistants (Con't) 


Mr. Seago also played an extremely important role 
in the success of Operation Oryx which was an expedition 
undertaken by the Fauna Preservation Society and the 
World Wildlife Fund to save the Arabian Oryx from 
EXCiINCL ion, in. tts native habitat. 


